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pharoahs pizza    
(8708 - 109 St)
I’ve never really understood why some pizza places 
cut their pies into squares. Is it a cultural thing? 
I always feel beaten when I have to go for the 
middle pieces, like I have no recourse but to obey 
Grandma’s absurd command to eat everything with 
a knife and fork. For Pharoahs, though, the square 
slicing method is a matter of pure logistics; the 
cheese is just too thick, the toppings too numerous, 
for the regular hand-held approach. The ham and 
pineapple can’t be beat, but if you’re one of those 
who doesn’t dig meat and fruit on the same pie, go 
for the vegetarian or the pepperoni. The choice of 
whole-wheat or white crust is a nice touch, too.

powerplant  
(North Powerplant Building, East of CAB)
The more “upscale” of the Students’ Union food 
establishments on campus, the ’Plant has been 
plagued by poor sales to such a degree that they 
actually budgeted to lose money last year. The fact 
that a bar on a campus of some 30 000 liquor-
hungry undergrads can lose money speaks vol-
umes about the SU’s business planning. So, this 
year, they’ve decided to try something different, by 
adding a buffet and a coffee shop, slated to open by 
the end of September. The jury is out on whether 
this will turn the ailing business around. However, 
hopefully the ’Plant will remain a decent place to go 
for lunch or a beer on the patio. They also bring in 
some good live shows here and there.

ratt  
(7th fl oor of SUB)
The proprietors of this unfortunately named SU 
establishment don’t seem to understand the prin-
ciples of marketing—that, or their designer played a 
dirty trick on them, since their new menus display 
a smiling, purple rat with a disgusting tail. Not the 
most appetizing thing, especially when the feature 
item is called a RATT burger. Regardless, the Room 
At The Top offers a spectacular 270-degree view of 
the city from the seventh fl oor of SUB, accompanied 
by lacklustre service and shoestring fries. If you’re 
looking for something cheap and deep fried, or a 
burger and pint between classes, RATT isn’t so bad; 
though the food quality varies a lot depending on 
how busy they are. Just don’t order the “veggie plat-
ter,” unless you really like mushrooms and celery, 
and steer clear of Karaokee on Wednesdays until 

you’re suitably hammered, or you feel like laughing 
at the expense of others. RATT also shows Oilers 
games throughout the year. Finally, it’s really fun to 
drink a few pints and run down seven fl oors in the 
cement-encased emergency staircase.

remedy  
(8631 - 109 St)
This high-ceilinged, industrial-looking coffee shop 
stands out from the rest solely because of its tasty 
and absurdly cheap Indian food. The Vegetarian-
friendly channa masala wrap is pretty much a spicy 
orgasm with sweet dipping sauce on the side, and 
the homemade chai is fantastic. All the other staples 
are here as well: tandoori or butter chicken, palak 
paneer and samosas, all accompanied by beer, shitty 
local art and free wireless Internet.

sam wok    
(101 - 7915 - 104 St)
If you need more than a hot dog after last call—per-
haps to soak up some poison and stop your liver from 
falling out—it’s time to head to Sam Wok. Some 
have said that the MSG is what makes the dishes 
glisten so, but I prefer to think they’re shining with 
awesomeness. The fare is typical Chinese: try the 
green-onion cakes or the rice-roll long doughnut, 
and the Vietnamese-style iced coffee is quite good. 
Most of the menu is fairly safe; however, though the 
hot Coke with lemon looks like a strange and exotic 
choice at 3am, trust me, it tastes like ass.

savoy    
(10401 - 82 Ave)
Combine classy modernist decor with portraits of 
Princess Leia and Gorbachev, along with a large 

martini menu, and you’ve got the best place to go 
on Whyte when you feel like donning a suit jacket 
and playing successful dot-comer. If you’re not into 
martinis, Savoy also has a good selection of interna-
tional beers. Try the Bellevue Kriek, a cherry beer 
from Belgium. They also dress their mixed drinks 
with gummy candies, often of the Blue Whale or 
Sour Dino variety.

strat    
(10302 - 82 Ave)
The Strathcona Hotel is where you will go to get 
loser drunk after failing that fi rst math test or phi-
losophy exam. It won’t do to go somewhere where 
you’ll need to dress up, dance or make-out. What’s 
needed is cheap beer to drown your dwindling 
aspirations, and crowds of people at least as pathetic 
as you are. And at $8.50 a pitcher, the Strat provides. 

Now all you need to do is fi nd some friends to play 
“hot nuts” with (see in-depth instructions on page 
13 for how to play) and a great night full of violent 
arguments and broken souls awaits.

sugarbowl    
(10922 - 88 Ave)
This unassuming red-brick cafe is a fi ne place to 
study and eat a cinnamon bun, but it also offers 
great breakfast and dinner, and becomes a casual 
beer-drinking joint late at night—a nice place to go 
if you want to escape the Whyte Ave throngs and 
just chill-out over a few pints, while actually being 
able to converse without gaining a sore throat. As 
far as the food, try the cinnamon French toast in the 
morning, or the simple-but-fl avorful mac & cheese 
at night.

tasty tom’s    
(9965 - 82 Ave)
If you’ve been paying attention, you’ll notice that 
I’m trying to hit all the cuisine bases with this 
roundup. Tasty Tom’s is the burger joint. And these 
are epic burgers.
It’s the kind of place where, if you’re on a date, 
either you both have the mushroom-garlic burger, 
or, more likely, neither of you do. If that’s the case, 
I’d suggest something with bacon, or the deliciously 
saucy chicken reuben. Not necessarily much to look 
at (or to watch someone eat) but tasty nonetheless. 
The ketchup is also homemade and has a bit of a 
kick, and the fries are home-cut. Bring your appe-
tite, as Grandma used to say. 12
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more >>> 

or: how i learned to stop 
worrying and read the map
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