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President Samantha Power

Ross: In the March election, Power obviously ben-
efited from running against a weak field, as her 
campaign lacked vision and major goals. So far 
she’s basically just continued to work as another 
Vice-President (External), pushing for the U-Pass 
and discussing how the Conservative Party’s 
upcoming leadership race might affect tuition. 
There’s no real on-campus connection or focus 
with most of her projects. I think this is particu-
larly apparent with respect to the demolition of the 
Physics building and renovations being undertaken 
in BioSci. The effect this will have on the quality of 
our education—an issue and concern that should 
be a “home-run pitch” for any SU president—
hasn’t been substantively addressed by Power or 
the SU. And it’s going to be hard for Power to do 
anything substantive after the summer months 
because that’s the time you can get your big plans 
started. Once classes resume, the day-to-day 
business of the SU does too, leaving less time to 
start new projects. 

Matt: I agree that her focus remains a bit off-
campus, though it’s kind of hard to tell, as we’re still 
in the summer months, and people are still getting 
things together and organized. The Revolutionary 
Speaker Series lineup looks good this year, to 
Sam’s credit. She has certainly done a fantastic job 
on the external advocacy side—as good as can be 
expected anyway, with such an obstinate govern-
ment in Alberta. I’m confident that we’ll hear more 
from her about on-campus issues in the coming 
weeks, though I haven’t really heard of any major 
projects coming down the pipe. However, that’s a 
problem in itself—if the SU and its president are 
planning anything grandiose, they need to let stu-

dents know.
Quality of education is more than just attempt-

ing to reorganize tuition policy, working with the 
Council of Alberta University Students, that kind 
of thing. It’s also affected by what’s going on on-
campus all the time—things like bookstore line-
ups, food services and classroom sizes are at the 
forefront of most students’ minds. Those are the 
issues that people actually get pissed off about; 
however, it’s the big projects—postsecondary 
policy, government funding, and the like—that will 
really affect students in the future. It’s important to 
balance both the immediate concerns of students 
with long-range advocacy projects.

Vice-President (Operations & Finance) Chris 
Cunningham

M: In general, the SU’s businesses have been 
doing okay; however, with the Powerplant losing 
in the vicinity of $170 000 last year, and RATT 
turning a profit only because it doesn’t have to pay 
rent, there seems to be a major hole in the SU’s 
business plan. These places just aren’t attractive 
to students anymore, it seems, except through 
mere convenience. So, how does the ’Plant’s new 
identity change things? Where did this idea of 
the buffet and coffee shop come from? I applaud 
Cunningham and the SU for attempting to revital-
ize an ailing business, but I’m still skeptical about 
its success.

In any case, I remember that Cunningham was 
very clear in his campaign that students shouldn’t 
have to foot the bill for SU projects, and that SU 
revenue should come solely from its own busi-
nesses, without any fee levied on students. And it 
doesn’t seem to me that what’s going on at RATT 
and at the ’Plant, which is a huge project to under-

take, is going to make any appreciable difference. 

R: I know that the renovation plan for the ’Plant 
came from last year’s Council and was basically 
dumped into Cunningham’s lap—something 
that’s symptomatic of most Council projects, 
in a sense, given the amount of turnover every 
year. But, like every VPOF candidate for as long 
as I’ve been on campus, he pledged to make the 
’Plant profitable, and also wanted to find ways to 
cut SU fees through other sources of revenue for 
the organization.  For someone who came across 
as being so profit-oriented during his campaign, 
I’m disappointed that he hasn’t yet made it clear 
to Council, and to students in general, where the 
line is with this renovated ’Plant. I think he needs 
to clearly articulate just how much money will 
be too much for the ’Plant to lose before he says 
to Council that, “Hey, we need to shut this place 
down.”

The idea that the SU can create revenue from 
other sources is something that blew the other 
candidates out of the race, but now students need 
to hear some actual plans and projects. Plastering 
Zoom Media ads everywhere, or having it be the 
“University of Alberta Students’ Union Presented 
By Coke,” won’t go over well. But, four months into 
his term we still don’t know what his plans are. 

Vice-President (Academic) Amanda Henry

M: Amanda Henry has been doing a fairly good 
job, except that a lot of her work has flown under 
the radar. The 24/7 SUB is perhaps the most high-
profile of her projects, but the Academic Plan 
Report was detailed and well done—if insanely 
dry—and her other projects seems to be moving 
along as well.
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