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You do the math.

Offer available until September 30, 2006 to students with valid Canadian post-secondary student ID who are not current subscribers of, or who have not subscribed within the past 90 days to TELUS 
High Speed Internet services (except previous student prepaid clients). Minimum system requirements apply. Final eligibility for the service will be determined by a TELUS representative at the point 
of installation. $169.95 fee is non-refundable upon cancellation of service and covers monthly Internet access plan fees and 3 email accounts. Other prices subject to change. *Savings based on the 
regular month-to-month price of $35.95/mo. for TELUS High Speed Internet clients with a TELUS Long Distance plan or mobile monthly rate plan. © 2006 TELUS.

Save over 40%* and get
8 months of TELUS High Speed

Internet for just $169.95.

Call 310-4NET, or visit
telus.com/student or your nearest
TELUS authorized dealer or retailer. 

TELUS stores and 
authorized dealers:
Edmonton
Kingsway Garden Mall
780-493-4979

TELUS Plaza North
780-493-3515

Alberta Mike
3424 99th St

Altin Mobility
9624 165 Ave

13034 50 St

Communications Group
5926 99 St 

10620 178 St

Custom Cellular
13222 137 Ave

1916 99 St

Edmonton Cellular
10309 34 Ave

14903 118 Ave

Mobility Central
5 – 14220 Yellowhead Trail

Save On Telecom
10603 107th Ave

11150 149 St

17543 100 Ave

10528 102 St

TAC Mobility
4515 Gateway Blvd

9935 170 St

Wireless City
5912 104 St

Wireless Technology
17508 Stony Plain Rd

Edmonton 
Mall Locations
Abbottsfi eld Mall
Bonnie Doon Mall
Capilano Mall
City Centre Mall
Kingsway Garden Mall
Londonderry Mall
Millwoods Towne Centre
Northgate Mall
Southgate Centre
West Edmonton Mall

Drayton Valley
Dunn Right Comm
3715 50th St

Fort Saskatchewan
Associated Telecom
9914 103 St

Cambridge Electronics
9542 86th Ave

Leduc
Communications 2000
5904 50 St

Complete Communications
5205 50 Ave

St. Albert
Global Cell
20A Muir Dr

Save On Telecom
St. Albert Centre Mall

Sherwood Park
Bernie’s Cellular
973 Ordze Rd

Complete Communications
Sherwood Park Mall

TelCel Comm
162 – 26 Strathmoor Dr

Spruce Grove
Maximum Mobility
30 – 96 Campsite Rd

116 Westland Market Mall
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Doug Nelson, Director of Development 
and Communications for the Faculty 
of Medicine and Dentistry, echoed the 
need and indicated the U of A plans to 
increase the number of seats in their 
undergraduate medical class.

 “This is the first year of four years 
of increases. There will be five addi-
tional students every year. Currently, 
the class is at 134 and there will be at 
150 in the end, so there will be more 
doctors graduating, and a similar 
effort is underway at the University of 
Calgary,” he said.  

Buick explained that the problem 
not only refers to the number of doc-
tors, but also the amount that they 
work. He described what he saw as a 
trend developing in younger doctors 
who work less hours than physicians 
did a decade ago.

“It’s an issue of changes in the whole 
next generation of younger physicians. 
More encompassing studies have 
found that today’s younger physicians 
overall, men and women, are working 
around a fifth less as measured by the 

number of patients they see. They are 
seeing about a fifth fewer patients per 
nominal full-time position than phy-
sicians of the same age did ten years 
ago,” he said. 

 The U of C also has a Family 
Medical Clerkship, which allows stu-
dents in their third-year of medical 
school to work in a rural hospital or 
doctor’s office, under the supervision 
of experienced physicians. Nelson 
explained that the U of A was tack-
ling the issue of rural doctor short-
ages in a similar manner.  

“We’re in the process of develop-
ing a rural clerkship, which will 
allow a number of our third-year stu-
dents to do some of their clerkship in 
a rural community. Hopefully, it will 
encourage them to stay and practice 
in those areas, as well some of the 
physicians in our extended under-
graduate medical class will draw 
students from a rural background,” 
Nelson said.  

Buick indicated that aborigi-
nal medicine and the need for the 
recruitment of aboriginal doctors are 

also important issues that need to be 
looked at. 

“[T]here’s certainly a concern to 
engage Aboriginals particularly,” 
Buick confirmed. Nelson explained 
that the U of A sets aside two of the 
expanded spots each year for students 
with an aboriginal background.   

“We have the largest aboriginal med-
icine program in the country,” he said. 

 In addition to training new young 
doctors, the U of C and U of A also 
credit foreign doctors through the 
Alberta International Medical Graduate 
program. 

Historically, the training and credit-
ing of foreign doctors has been one of 
the strategies used to address Canada’s 
rural doctor shortage, according to 
Nelson.    

“In Alberta now, we’re seeing a lot 
of South African doctors—people who 
are coming from South Africa and get-
ting their credentials. They typically 
do a rural rotation as a part of their 
qualification to practice medicine in 
Canada. Our post-graduate medical 
education program helps in the cred-

iting of those individuals so we can 
get them credentialed and practicing 
as soon as possible,” Nelson said.

Buick provided two different 
reasons for Capital Health’s recent 
recruitment success rate. 

”There are more local grads and 
more jobs for them locally and better 
recruitment. That cycle has to con-
tinue out into the future if we are 
going to avoid shortages and access 
problems,” he explained. 
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PAGING DR ... ANYONE? Physician shortages are bringing a new meaning to 
the term “waiting room.” The U of A plans more seats for medical students.
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Foreign physicians might be answer to shortage


