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Making athletes look silly since 1910
Meetings Tuesdays at 5:30pm
Room 3-04. word.

Experience

SPANISH

Edmonton Hispanic Bilingual Association
Asociacion Bilingiie Hispanica de Edmonton

DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS
* Friendly, cultural learning environment
*9 Adult levels

* 3 Children/Youth levels

PETE VEE
GETTING THEIR KICKS IN Striker Claire Thomas is going to have to have to score when she gets opportunities like this.

Pandas battle injuries, Huskies »

An all-rookie centre midfield was ineffective for the Pandas in their two wins
last weekend, but a veteran returning from a rib injury should help them out

25TH
ANNIVERSARY!

HISPANIC CLUB

* Free membership with registration
+ Social activities, dinners, dance workshops

PAUL OWEN
Sports Editor

After squandering numerous scor-
ing chances in a weekend sweep of
Calgary and Lethbridge, the Pandas
soccer team heads to the University of
Saskatchewan this weekend hoping to
capitalize on their opportunities.

“We talked about anticipating ahead
of time that you're going to get the ball
and finish. We're going to work on fin-
ishing until it becomes second nature
to put the ball in the net,” head coach
Liz Jepsen said of her team, who scored
only one goal on 22 shots against the
Pronghorns last Friday. “If by the end
of this weekend they aren't [scoring
goals], there’ll be a different approach.
Because our strikers are all so dominant,
we just have to get them more prepared
to stay focussed and give them the reps
and the technique.”

“T used to train with their keeper,”
second-year midfielder Veronique
Mayer added of Husky goalie Codi
Corrigan. “She’s strong, but she’s
beatable. She has a lot of weaknesses

and we will pound on her. If we
bring our momentum into the week-
end and just finish our chances, we’ll
be laughing.”

The Pandas were able to dominate
the play this weekend despite miss-
ing some key veterans—including
Mayer—in the midfield, a trend they
will need to correct before heading to
Saskatoon to face the Huskies.

“We have to make sure our central
mids are better,” Jepsen said. “We
have a lot of injuries in the midfield,
and we more or less skipped over our
centre mids in our attack. We need to
improve our attack in there, and get
them involved in the game, because
it's going to matter down the stretch.”

Aiding the improvement in the
midfield will be the return of Mayer,
the keeper on last year’s team who
will be playing her first game outside
the crease for Alberta. Mayer has been
injured for the last three weeks after
dislocating two ribs and suffering
from associated muscle and cartilage
damage. While she admitted it will
take her a while to fully recover from

the injuries, she maintained that she
was okay to play and impatient to get
back on the pitch.

“I'm anxious and I'm nervous, but
it's a good feeling. It's a completely
different level from what I'm used
to,” she said. “I'm excited; I've played
against a lot of these girls in club, but
I've never played with them.

“If we keep moving and keep
changing the [way] that we attack—
keeping them on their toes is a big
thing, and winning the mid—it’s
almost impossible to stop us, espe-
cially with the three girls we have in
the mid.”

The Huskies will counter with U-20
national team member Kaylyn Kyle,
but Jepsen wasn't too concerned over
what the Huskies would throw out on
the field.

“More or less, my philosophy is that
we need to play our game and let them
react. As long as we make our attack a
little more diversified and stay clam—
by the end of the Calgary game people
were a little helter-skelter—we’ll be
okay,” she said.

Staph infection stonewalls Blue Jays

Toronto isn't going to make the playoffs, and it's because of some leg bacteria

PAUL
OWEN

Sports
Commentary

$20 million can buy alot of things, but
what it can’t buy is a place in the MLB
post-season. It’s a lesson the Toronto
Blue Jays have learned the hard way
this season. After increasing their pay-
roll by about $20 million this season,
the Jays were in the hunt against the
mighty Yankees and Red Sox until the
end of July, but now, sitting twelve
games back of the division lead, the
Jays are clearly out of the playoff race.
This unfortunate downturn for the
only major-league affiliated baseball
team left in Canada can be traced back
to one freak accident: the injury to
budding superstar Alex Rios.

On 27 June, in the midst of a
6—0 thrashing of the Washington
Nationals—the Jays’ fifth win in seven
games—Rios fouled a ball off his leg.
This happens to someone at least once

a game, yet, for some reason, Rios’ leg
decided a heated playoff race would be
the perfect time to go ahead and get all
bacteria-ed and infected. Rios missed
the next month of the season with a
staph infection and the Blue Jays had
their clubhouse disinfected (though it
didn’t work, as pitcher Ty Taubenheim
came down with a similar infliction
later in the season).

When he went on the disabled list,
Rios was hitting .330 with a .968 on-
base plus slugging percentage (OPS)
and was among the league leaders in
batting average, RBIs and extra-base
hits. He was garnering MVP men-
tions and setting the table for the best
offence in baseball. Rios missed 23
games and, while the Jays managed to
go 13—10 during that stretch—largely
due to the career years had by his two
replacements Frank Catalanatto and
Reed Johnson—the team couldn’t
manage to gain any ground on the
division leader: Boston.

By the time Shea Hillenbrand stirred
up the trouble in the Jays locker room
and wound up getting traded, the
damage was already done. The Jays
pitching was uncertain all year, and

they needed to have a fully healthy,
fully effective lineup in place. Rios did
come back, but the guy had spent two
weeks in hospital and dropped 15-20
pounds. Of course he didn't have the
same power and stroke that he had
before his hospital stay.

Rios” OPS has dropped .124 since he
came off the disabled list on 28 June,
and he has hit just a paltry .211 with
only one home run. As Johnson and
Catalanatto came back to earth, the
Jays were left with only three fear-
some hitters in their lineup: Vernon
Wells, Troy Glaus and Lyle Overbay.
Without Rios to worry about, teams
are now able to pitch around the Jays.
The team once had seven regulars bat-
ting over .300 and now only has four.
Before his injury the Jays had 27 games
with more than six runs scored. Since
it they've only managed 14.

Some blame Hillenbrand; some
blame Josh “worst ERA in history”
Towers; some may even blame Ted
Lilly, but, for all the Blue Jays’ troubles
this year, Alex Rios’ freak staph infec-
tion wound up affecting the entire
team and turning a promising season
into a let down.

* Qualified instructional team
+ Fall, Winter and Spring terms
+ Families and seniors welcome

FALL TERM 2006

CLASSES:
ONE DAY WEEKLY FOR 10 WEEKS

Saturday Mornings
10amto 12:30 pm
Classes start: September 30, 2006

Wednesday Evenings
7 pm to 9:30 pm
Classes start September 27, 2006

Ritchie Junior High School
9750 — 74 Avenue

Ample parking and bus routes

We are a registered (#50257836), non-profit society
and heritage school authorized by Alberta Learmning.

* Annual Spring Latin Fiesta
* Weekly café friendship/community meetings
*Volunteer opportunities

GUARANTEE YOUR SPACE
on two REGISTRATION dates

Wednesday/Saturday

SEPTEMBER 13: 7:30-9:00 pm, or
SEPTEMBER 16: 11:00 am-12:30 pm

At later dates ask for your name
to be added to the waiting list for
possible openings.

Career and Placement Services (CaPS)

2-100 SUB  www.ualberta.ca/caps

Physics
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492-4291

What can you do
with your degree?

Career Forums are a great opportunity to listen to a panel of
professionals in your area of interest. Learn about different
career options, network with employers and get some ideas for
your future! Check out a Career Forum this fall!

Computing Science
Tuesday, September 26 from 5 - 7 p.m.

Forestry and Forestry Business
Management
Wednesday, September 27 from 5 -7 p.m.

Civil and Environmental Engineering
Thursday, September 28 from 5- 7 p.m.

Alternative Careers for Education
Tuesday, October 3, 2006 from 5 - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, October 4, 2006 from 5 - 7 p.m.

These aren’t the only Career Forums CaPS$ has to offer this fall.
For more information on upcoming forums check out website
at www.ualberta.ca/caps. The website will also have updated
ticket, speaker and location information!
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Career and Placement Services




