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Faunts ready to flaunt their dreamy stuft

Despite a few unfortunate tour glitches, the synth-rock quartet is still happy to show off their latest album to a hometown crowd

Faunts CD release party
With Vail Halen, lllfit Outfit, and Field
and Stream

Friday, 22 September at 9pm

Starlite Room

PAUL BLINOV
Arts & Entertainment Writer

Luck is a fickle mistress. She’s one that’s
difficult to gain favour from, and for
Edmonton’s own dream-like four-
piece the Faunts, they've learned this
lesson all too well. While on the verge
of planning a string of shows that
could’ve seen their music reach new
critical heights, the group encountered
a bit of misfortune that ultimately set
them back a couple of steps.

“We had this really fantastic tour
booked all throughout the eastern
United States, and then there was a
glitch in our paperwork,” drummer
Paul Arunsch sighs. “We were going
to do it properly, with work visas and
whatnot, but just a couple days before
we were meant to leave, we found out
we weren't going to get the visas, and
the whole tour was cancelled. It was a
real pain.”

One can only imagine how crushing
it would be to have such a tour can-
celled at the last moment, especially
for a local act that has so much going
for them. The Faunts—whose current
lineup consists of Arunsch and broth-
ers Steven, Tim and Rob Batke—have
been spreading their comfortable,
yet dark, music around Edmonton
for half a decade, and during that

time, the boys have taken some atypi-
cal career turns: they released their
debut album High Expectations/Low
Results before they started doing any
live shows, and, more notably, they've
spent time scoring soundtracks to local
films, an opportunity that has allowed
the Faunts to yield a brand-new EP,
entitled M4.

“I get the feeling that by
the time we actually
release some of those
ideas, we'll have to go
back and redo them,
to keep them a little
more cutting edge
and updated. A lot of
Faunts music is a work
in progress.”

PAUL ARUNSCH

“It was inspired by a lot of the music
we wrote for a show put on a little
while ago by FAVA (Film and Video
Association),” Arunsch says. “We
were given some short films from local
filmmakers and we were meant to
score them. In that process, we came
up with a bunch of musical ideas, and
we thought it was a waste to just not do
anything with them. So, we converted
them into songs, more Faunts-style
with vocals and more structure, and

now we have a Faunts album.”

The EP’s release will be indepen-
dent, despite the band’s contract with
Friendly Fire Records. The American
label re-released High Expectations/
Low Results last year, and will handle
their next full-length release, which,
according to Arunsch, should come
about sooner than a rescheduled US
tour.

“Our plans for the near future are
to focus on [touring] western Canada,
and then wait until next summer
to do a substantial tour,” Arunsch
explains. “In the meantime, we're
going to look at trying to release our
full-length.”

With plans to finally hit the road,
an album spawned from scoring films
(only their second release in six years)
and a number of local gigs, too, it all
adds up to a fairly impressive track
record. How much time can the band
possibly be allotting to new material?
Plenty, according to Arunsch.

“Were generally always in the
studio,” he says, “And it just seems like,
by the time we want to release some-
thing, we take a collection of songs we
feel relate to each other, and maybe
tweak them.

“We have a lot recorded,” Arunsch
continues. “Unfortunately, a lot of our
ideas are a little outdated, as far as we're
concerned. I get the feeling that by the
time we actually release some of those
ideas, we'll have to go back and redo
them, to keep them a little more cut-
ting edge and updated. A lot of Faunts
music is a work in progress.”
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Making FREE calls over the Internet is super simple.
Plug any SkyTone phone into a USB port on your PC
and download Skype (it'll take you 10 minutes) and
then start making free calls all over the world! If
you want to call an ordinary phone (think parents),
use Skype Out for outrageous savings.
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Skype™ FAQs

1) How do you pronounce Skype™?
Skype rhymes with ripe and type.

2) What is Skype™ (www.Skype.com)?

Skype is a little piece of software that allows you to make free
calls to other Skype users and really cheap calls to ordinary
phones. Skype-to-Skype calls anywhere in the world are always

4) Typical Rates for SkypeOut
free.

5) What is Skypeln?
With Skypeln, you can get your own regular phone number. So if your friends who aren’t
using Skype want to call you by dialing a regular number, you can still receive the call in

Skype. No matter where you are.

6) What is the commitment for Skype?
There is no commitment. No monthly fee. The Skype software is free and calls to other
Skype users are free (similar to Instant Messenger concept). You only pay for SkypeOut or
Skypeln calls via a prepaid account with a balance as low as $10.

SkyTone is brand of phones and adapters made by Radian Technologies (www.eRadian.com)
used to call on Skype and many other internet calling services.

8) Are Skype and SkyTone replacements for my current phone?
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Calls are made using your computer, a speaking device (i.e. Alaska 2.6¢ )

phone) and an internet connection. : 7) What is SkyTone?
Venezuela 52
3) What is SkypeOut? Zimbabwe 8.9¢
SkypeOut allows you to place calls to regular telephones France 2.1¢
(landlines or mobiles) all over the world for a small fee. Ukraine 1.3¢
2.1¢
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your long distance charges.

No, they are a replacement for high-priced long distance and in addition your get a video
feature and a chat feature. Keep your current phone, just drastically reduce or eliminate
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