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While the Pyramids, Leaning Tower 
of Pisa and Great Wall of China were 
all built to last, the artificial turf at 
Foote Field wasn’t. After just five 
years, the University and the Athletics 
Department were forced to remove 
the old Astroturf and install a newer 
version at a cost of more than $1.1 
million, or risk having the facility shut 
down because of safety concerns. 

“The turf was going to be declared 
unfit by the football referees associa-
tion [this year] if we didn’t repair it—
and it wasn’t reparable,” Don Hickey, 
U of A Vice-President (Facilities and 
Operations) said. “They told us [of the 
fields status] last year, and [the refer-
ees association] understood when we 
said we couldn’t do anything about it 
at that time. We said that we’re look-
ing at it and we’re hoping to have it 
in place for the following year—this 
year—and they said that’s all they 
were expecting.” 

While the University didn’t expect 

to have to replace the turf such a short 
time after purchasing it in 2000, prob-
lems with field’s installation and quality  
became apparent as the field was used. 
The problems with the surface weren’t 
limited to Foote Field, either; four other 
fields in Canada have suffered from 
similar problems and been replaced. 
Unfortunately for the University and 
other buyers, AstroTurf—the manu-
facturer of the original surface—has 
declared bankruptcy, leaving them 
unable to replace their products under 
warranty or seek refunds. 

Though the University didn’t receive 
any financial help with the costs of the 
replacement surface, having to fund the 
entire project from a reserve fund, they 
did get a break from the Canada West 
Athletics Association schedulers. Both 
the football and field hockey teams 
opened up their respective seasons 
on the road, providing some much 
needed time to finish an installation 
that took weeks longer than planned 
and wrapped up only 48 hours before 
the Bears football home opener.

“We were sweating a lot, there’s abso-

lutely no question about that,” Athletics 
Director Dale Schula said. “We thought 
we’d be in really good shape because 
the weather had been so good through-
out the summer, but I guess in perspec-
tive we were a little bit luckier than the 
University of Saskatchewan—they fin-
ished putting in their new turf at 3am 
the morning of their first game, when 
they played [the Bears] at one.” 

As with the previous surface, the 

new field turf will be home to the 
Bears football team and Pandas field 
hockey team, as well as both soccer 
teams once the grass freezes on the 
natural-grass side of the facility. In 
order to provide a surface that’s suit-
able for all of these teams, the new turf 
isn’t the ideal for any one of the sports 
but is serviceable compromise. 

“I don’t think that you can say that 
any of the three sports are 100 per 

cent satisfied,” Schulha said. “If the 
field hockey team was just choos-
ing the turf, they would have chosen 
something different and if soccer and 
football we’re just choosing a turf for 
themselves, they probably would have 
chosen something different as well. 
But, the fact that we’re in a multi-sport 
situation [at Foote], we feel that we’ve 
got the best product that the three 
sports can participate on.”
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BREAKIN’ HER IN Those feet were made for walking—walking on the sexy new $1.1 million turf at Foote Field that is.

Foote gets new turf after being declared unfit
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