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The Golden Bears host the eleventh 
annual Husky Energy Can-Am 
Volleyball Challenge this weekend.
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NATALIE CLIMENHAGA
Senior News Editor 

Students’ Union President Samantha 
Power had a lot to smile about at a 
landmark Transport and Public Works’ 
(TPW) budgetary meeting on Tuesday, 
as not only was it her 23rd birthday, 
but the City of Edmonton made his-
tory by approving a $90 U-Pass.

The decision follows a similar one 
made by St Albert City Council on 
18 September. This leaves Strathcona 
County as the only district left to out-
line its commitment to the U-Pass, 
which would give undergraduate and 
graduate students at the University of 
Alberta and Grant MacEwan College 
unlimited access to transit within the 
three city districts.

In a 2004 referendum, whose man-
date ended last April, U of A students 

approved a U-Pass at a mandatory fee 
of $60 per term per student.  But, 
because Edmonton Transit System 
(ETS) had calculated the tax-levy oper-
ating cost of running the U-Pass at the 
time to be $120, an unfilled funding 
gap delayed its implementation. 

However, Edmonton Transit System 
(ETS) Transit Manager Charles Stolte 
explained a recent re-evaluation of the 
merits of the U-Pass found it to be a 
beneficial tool that could increase rid-
ership by as much as five to seven per 
cent. 

“[The U-Pass is] an opportunity for 
more people to ride the trains and it 
gives better advantages to ride,” Stolte 
said, explaining that ETS has increased 
the number of buses and routes to pre-
pare to start the U-Pass in September 
2007.

CHLOÉ FEDIO
Managing Editor

Over two years after the initial com-
plaint, a provincial adjudicator ruled 
in favour of a student who complained 
that her privacy was breached by then-
president of Athabasca University.

 Late in September, it was ruled that 
the president disclosed too much of 
the student’s personal information to 
other employees of the institution in 
an e-mail. The report does not name 
the student who sent the e-mail, but Dr 
Dominique Abrioux was president of 
the university at the time.

The adjudicator’s report outlined that 
in June 2004, the student contacted 
several administrators—including a 
counsellor, the Academic Coordinator, 
the President, the Ombudsperson and 
the Vice-President (Academic)—to 

discuss the possibility of resubmitting 
assignments and re-writing the final 
exam in one course. 

After being advised to file an appeal 
under the University’s Academic 
Appeals policy, the student contacted 
the president by phone. Following 
the conversation, the president 
informed the student via e-mail that 
he would be limiting their future  
communications to writing and that he 
would be recommending this approach 
to all concerned staff.

“During the course of their corre-
spondence, the president forwarded 
that particular e-mail to employees of 
the University,” said Wayne Wood, 
Communications Director at the 
Alberta Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner.

Wood explained that the e-mail in 
question included a sequence of prior 

e-mails sent by the student, which con-
tained more information than was nec-
essary to the other staff members. 

“Following our investigation, the 
adjudicator in the case found that [the 
university president] did have the 
authority to disclose some of the per-
sonal information to employees but 
not all of it,” Wood said. “As a result 
of that, we’ve asked the University to 
develop some written policies to clearly 
outline what should and shouldn’t be 
forwarded to others through e-mails.”

Alberta’s Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act has applied 
to universities since 1999. Tamra 
Ross Low, Executive Director of the 
Athabasca University Students’ Union, 
said that the student didn’t come to the 
AUSU for any assistance, but that she 
supports the adjudicator’s decision.

ELIZABETH DURDEN AND LAUREN STIEGLITZ

INTERNATIONAL FARE Capital Health inspection serves up closure notice due to inadequate cleaning and food storage. 

City of Edmonton 
approves $90 U-Pass
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Court takes student’s side 

SCOTT LILWALL
Deputy News Editor

A HUB mall restaurant is open for 
business again after being shut down 
on 3 October by Capital Health. The 
closure followed a routine inspection 
that prompted concerns over cleanli-
ness and food storage.

Phi Phan, the inspector who did 
the check on International Fare, 
located on the north end of HUB 
mall explained that his visit found a 
number of violations in the back of 
the restaurant, including a lack of 
hand-sanitizer where the dishes were 
washed, blocked access to a sink used 
for handwashing, and food stored at 
improper temperatures. He explained 
that he was also concerned with the 
general cleanliness of the food prepa-
ration area of the business.

“They were given the option of 
a voluntary closing or a mandatory 
closing to clean up the problem areas 
[listed in the inspection,]” Phan said. 
“Both of the options would address 
the situation.”

When International Fare did not 
opt for the voluntary shut down, 
Phan then issued a closure order, and 
the business was shut down until 
the items listed in the order were  
satisfied.

Naniee Phetnee, owner of 
International Fare, explained that the 
business closed at about 2pm on the 
Tuesday, and was ready for a second 

inspection by the next morning, 
which was passed. The eatery opened 
again and is running on normal 
hours.

She added that a greater focus is 
being placed on keeping the restaurant 
clean and in line with Capital Health 
guidelines, and has urged her employ-
ees to stay vigilant on matters such as 
cleaning.

Phan explained that, while the busi-
ness was closed for less than a day, the 
closure was required to for the sake of 
International Fare’s patrons.

“Whenever there are violations, 
there are concerns about [the health] 
of those eating there,” Phan said, 
stressing that Capital Health’s require-
ments were place the health of con-
sumers at the forefront.

International Fare passed the second 
inspection without incident and was 
allowed to reopen immediately. Phan 
explained that Capital Health will  
conduct frequent follow-up inspec-
tions in the coming months, which is 
routine for anytime a business is shut 
down for cleaning. 

“We will continue with more 
inspections later. That’s the procedure 
after [a closure,]” Phan said.

Anyone interested in reading the 
full closure order and the violations 
within can find a complete copy on 
the Environmental Health Orders 
section of the Capital Health website, 
at www.capitalhealth.ca.

HUB eatery fails 
routine check

Athabasca University must outline privacy policies after adjudicator finds  
former president guilty of disclosing  student’s information to his colleagues
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