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Alberta’s
well may
run dry
Expert says oil industry
and water don’t mix
MICHAEL LIU
News Staff

Graced with heavy snowstorms in
the winter and majestic lakes in the
summer, Alberta seems to be one
of the most unlikely candidates for
drought. But according to one environmental researcher at the University
of Alberta, Dr William Donahue, the
province may soon ﬁnd itself thirsting for water.
“The rivers are going down, glaciers are retreating and the lowland
areas are drying out,” Donahue
warned.
Speaking at a forum titled “Water
in the Western Prairies,” held by
the Environmental Law Students’
Association last Thursday, Donahue
predicted that severe conﬂicts will
arise over the province’s water supply.
He argued that the supply is increasingly stressed by the province’s economic boom, compounded by drier
years that may be attributed to climate change.
In recent years, Alberta’s oil industry has seen tremendous growth.
Although the oil and gas sector
accounts for only 4.6 per cent of
total water allocations, according to a
2003 government report, this ﬁgure
may rise if the industry continues to
develop at current rates.

“The rivers are going
down, glaciers are
retreating and the
lowland areas are
drying out.”
WILLIAM DONAHUE,
ENVIROMENTAL RESEARCHER

Donahue explained that in 2001,
47.5 million cubic meters of water was
diverted for extraction, drilling, cooling and other processes involved in oil
production.
Speciﬁcally, Donahue identiﬁed
problems in the Athabasca River basin,
which provides water for the ongoing oil sands projects taking place in
northern Alberta.
“The oil sands companies north of
Fort McMurray rely on it entirely for
water and for oil sands production,”
Donahue said.
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PANCAKED Golden Bears quarterback Cam Linke (14) scrambles after Ryan Dubyk ﬂattened a Calgary defender. The Bears won 33–10. Full coverage on page 7.

Computer-based MCATs ’31 graduate honoured
to replace written exams
JASKARAN SINGH
News Writer

Starting in 2007 the American
Association of Medical Colleges
(AAMC) will be administering the
MCAT digitally.
The AAMC hopes that the new
computer-based medium will make
the task of writing the standardized
test more achievable for students.
Previously the MCAT spanned eight
hours, whereas the new computerbased MCAT will take ﬁve hours to
complete.
The new MCAT can be written on 22
occasions throughout the year, instead
of the two chances given under the
old handwritten format, making more
opportunities for those aspiring to be
in medicine programs. But, with more
opportunities to write the MCAT, there
will also be the new problem of limited
seating. Before, anyone who registered
to write the MCAT at a speciﬁc date
would be guaranteed a spot, but now
students may have to book up to six
months in advance to ensure a seat.
This also poses a geographic question for many people in smaller cities
who wish to take the MCAT, explained
Matt Fidler, MCAT manager at Kaplan
Test Prep and Admissions.

CATHERINE SCOTT

“Students in cities like St John’s or
Sudbury should be aware that they will
have to travel hundreds of kilometers to
reach the nearest Prometric computer
testing centre. [And] while previously
seat space was not an issue, students
will now have to plan well ahead of
time to make sure they secure a seat at a
local testing centre,” Fiddler said.
The changes also make it easier for the
MCAT to be administered. According
to two aspiring medical students, the
adjustments are welcomed.
First-year science student Laura
Rivera felt conﬁdent about the new
system.
“I’m told most of the time spent is
on administrative procedure, so I guess
limited seating will make it easier for
the people writing,” she said. “Five
hours on a computer is better than eight
hours writing. Either way, the MCAT is
still no walk in the park, and I don’t
expect that switching it to a computer
would make any difference.”
Tomas L’abbe, another ﬁrst-year student, agrees.
“Limited seating doesn’t sound
very fair, but I guess with 20 [more]
chances it shouldn’t be that big of a
deal. Most people who take MCATs
know well in advance anyway,” he
concluded.

News Writer

The University of Alberta gave
away its ﬁrst 75-year reunion pin
this month, presented to William
Kent, a civil engineering graduate from the 1931 class. Kent travelled from his home in Langley,
BC to Edmonton for the Reunion
Weekend, which ran from 29
September to 1 October.

“There often was a
house party and we
used to move the
dining room table
off in the corner,
roll up the rug and
put a record on the
gramophone.”
WILLIAM KENT,
ENGINEERING GRADUATE, 1931

During Kent’s time, the University
only consisted of the South and
North labs, the Arts Building, the
Medical Building, the Tuck Shop, the

Powerhouse (now the Powerplant),
and the three old residence halls,
Kent explained over the phone. He
said that the Tuck Shop was the place
on campus where students gathered
for socializing, although smaller gettogethers were popular.
“There often was a house party
and we used to move the dining
room table off in the corner, roll
up the rug and put a record on the
gramophone,” Kent said. “If we had
35 cents on a Saturday night, we
probably went to a dance.”
Kent said he lived off campus, so
he didn’t attend the residence dances.
But he remembered how Dr Tory, the
ﬁrst U of A president, said that the
three residences were built so that
students from all over Alberta had the
chance to study at the university with
reasonable living costs.
Kent, grew up in Delburne, Alberta
and moved to Edmonton to ﬁnish
high school, says he has always been
interested civil engineering.
“From the time I was a very small
boy I was fascinated with building.
I didn’t want to be an academic or a
designer; I wanted to be a builder.
And that’s what I did all my life,”
Kent afﬁrmed.
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WTF, grasshopper?!

Not the average ﬂame

If you only read one comic this year
about a bastard samurai’s sudden
lower-body injury, make it this one.

Calgary’s The Dudes might hail from
enemy territory, but they still have a
lot of love for their Edmonton fans.
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