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While the other team that wears green 
and gold in Edmonton decided that 
the playoffs aren’t really their bag this 
year, the Bears football team still has 
a legitimate chance of crashing the 
post-season party. This Saturday, as 
Alberta takes on Saskatchewan, there’s 
more at stake than a playoff berth, as 
the winning team will have the best 
chance of hosting a playoff game on 
4 November.  

Saskatchewan looked like they 
would cruise to a second-place finish 
in the Canada West division, but 
when the unranked Regina Rams 
upset the third-ranked Huskies 32–31 
last Saturday, Alberta’s playoff picture 
took a quick turn for greener pastures. 
A victory this weekend would all 
but guarantee a playoff berth for the 
Bears, and if they round out the season 
by beating Regina, the following week 
Foote Field could play host to a Canada 
West semi-final playoff game. 

Bears’ offensive coordinator Terry 
Eisler said that Alberta will definitely 
be looking at this game as a ticket to 
a home playoff match in a couple of 
weeks. 

“We are preparing as if this is a 
playoff game,” Eisler said. “Not win-
ning against Saskatchewan really com-
pounds things next week, and based 
on Regina’s schedule, things would 
get difficult for us.” 

Alberta has to make some major 
adjustments, however, to beat 
Saskatchewan this weekend. The most 
obvious of which is to make fewer 
mental errors. In their last two games 
against Simon Fraser and Calgary, 
Alberta was penalized an average of 
130 yards per game. The Huskies, 
however, will make quick work of the 
Bears if given the opportunity. 

“There’s no way we can beat 
Saskatchewan if we play an undis-
ciplined game,” Alberta running 
back/kick returner Kendall Jeske said. 
“One thing we’re really going to have 
to focus on is how to be disciplined, 
because [the Huskies] are a better 
team than Calgary; we can’t take as 
many penalties as we have been.”  

There’s some bad blood between 
the teams that stems from the last 
two Hardy Cups—the Canada West 
Championship—in which the Huskies 
handed the Bears consecutive losses 

and went on to the Vanier Cup. 
“The one thing that [head coach 

Jerry] Friesen and all the other coaches 
have tried to tell the players this week 
was to certainly maintain the aggres-
sion, but there’s a point where you have 
to stop and not cross that line,” Eisler 
admitted. “Against Calgary, things got 
a little bit chippy; we took some pen-
alties that were happening all year, so 
we spent a lot of time this week paying 
attention to that and trying to clean that 
up for this upcoming game.” 

Another hurdle the Bears will face 

is scoring on a strong Saskatchewan 
defence. When these teams met in 
the first game of the season, Alberta 
couldn’t score a touchdown and had to 
settle for two field goals on the losing 
end of a 27–6 romp. 

“I think each week we’ve made 
a progression based on some of the 
personnel changes we had from last 
year,” Eisler said. “It takes a bit of time 
to fit the system to the ability levels of 
the offence. [Scoring] is going to be a 
challenge, but I think our guys are up 
to it. You’ll see us put the ball in the 

end zone certainly more than we did 
the first week.” 

Perhaps the biggest motivator for 
Alberta this weekend will be the 
revenge factor.  

“They’ve beaten us the last two years 
in big games and that’s something that’s 
in the back of our mind and we want 
to get that monkey off our back,” Eisler 
noted. “There’s a sense of urgency this 
week to make sure that transfers to the 
field on Saturday evening.”  

Kickoff is at 7pm Saturday at Foote 
Field. 
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The Manitoba Bisons handed the fifth-
ranked Pandas soccer team their first 
loss of the season on 24 September. This 
weekend, Alberta (7-2-1) will get a shot 
at redemption as they host the Bisons 
and the Regina Cougars (1-9-0).

“Manitoba played a great game the 
last time we played them,” Pandas head 
coach Liz Jepsen admitted. “They just 
managed to take advantage of a small 
breakdown that we had in our game. 
They were able to capitalize on a break-
out and finish in the back of the net. 
We’ll have to be better with our posses-
sion, better with our attacking, and in 
the back just fill our gaps better so they 
can’t use what they use best, which is 
the through balls and attacking.”

The Bisons (3-6-1) should be espe-
cially tough this weekend because they 
hold the final Canada West playoff 
spot by a tenuous one-point margin. 
Manitoba has never made the playoffs.

“They’re fighting hard,” Jepsen said. 
“They would like to [finish higher] so 
they’re really going to be hungry for 
some points. I imagine they will come 
out with a lot of bang. I predict you’ll see 
a fantastic matchup between Des[iree] 

Scott, their national team player, and 
Keisha Wallin, our first-year back.”

With only four games left in the 
regular season, Sunday’s game will 
have huge implications on not only 
the Bisons, but also Alberta, who sit 
in second place in the conference tied 
with UBC, but with a game in hand. 

Meanwhile, Calgary sits only one 
point back in the standings, and Victoria 
has all but clinched first place with a 
10-0-1 record, but the second place fin-
isher will gain a bye in the playoffs.

“At this stage of the game, Victoria 
has run away with first spot,” Jepsen 
explained. “I think three of our four 
[remaining] games are going to be 

really challenging, and I don’t disregard 
Regina; Regina is better than they’ve 
ever been.”

While Alberta has been highly suc-
cessful this season, they’ve done any-
thing but light up the scoreboard like 
they have in seasons past. Through ten 
games, the Pandas have managed a 
sparse 15 goals, fifth in the conference. 
Jepsen explained that the team was still 
getting scoring opportunities, but was 
unable to capitalize.

“It all comes down to the attack-
ing and the finishing. We’ve just been 
working on different phases of our 
play-developing. Making sure our 
backs are strong, making sure our mids 
are strong, making sure our strikers are 
strong; we’re coming to a point where 
everything should come together,” 
Jepsen said. “I would say at this stage in 
the game we have to have a whole team 
working together well as a unit and 
creating different looks from different 
parts of the field and that should make 
us more successful in our attack.”

The Pandas will start the weekend 
off against the Cougars on Saturday at 
noon. The fight against the University 
of Manitoba Bison will begin same 
time Sunday, with both games being 
held at Foote Field. 
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BARRELLING THROUGH Adam Cottrell (76) gets taken down in the midst of Alberta’s 33–10 victory over the Calgary Dinos Saturday night at Foote Field.

Bears host Huskies with season on the line
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SHE’S MINE Panda Natalie Swain (black) is out for blood. Bison blood.

Out for revenge, soccer Pandas 
face the Bisons of Manitoba

“ I predict you’ll see 
a fantastic matchup 
between Des[iree] 
Scott, their national 
team player, and 
Keisha Wallin, our 
first-year back. ”

PANDAS COACH  LIZ JEPSEN


