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ALMOST AS BAD AS PUNCHING A BABY The way Alberta is playing, striker Alex Campos (9) probably scored here.

Bears riding offensive wave

NICK FROST
Sports Staff

When it comes to putting the ball 
in the back of the net, the 2006/07 
Golden Bears soccer team is right up 
there with the best of them. With no 
less than two goals in six consecutive 
matches, the Bears currently sit tied 
for first place in Canada West in goals 
scored with 19, eight of which have 
come from Junior Castrillion-Rendon 
to lead the conference.

Things haven’t always been this 
rosy, though—in fact, the Bears 
scored more goals this past weekend 
against Calgary and Lethbridge (5), 
than they did in the first four games 
combined. This squad has already 
had to readjust their image from the 
beginning of the year, in order to 
become the goal-scoring machines 
they are today. Castrillion-Rendon 
leads the league in goals and is tied 
in points with nine, and John Konye 
has six points, good for third in the 
conference.

“In the early days we had a tre-
mendous problem scoring goals,” 
Bears head coach Len Vickery admit-
ted. “We had to look at where our 
goals might come from, and try 
and organize ourselves so that those 
people that had the potential to 
score goals—be it a John Konye, a 
Junior Castrillion-Rendon, or a Mark 

Korthuis—had every opportunity to 
do so.” 

However, the team that Alberta  
(7-0-3) is currently tied with atop the 
goals scored column is the same team 
that they will take to the field against 
this Saturday at home: the University 
of British Columbia Thunderbirds  
(6-1-3).

“It’ll be good to see UBC this 
week,” Vickery said. “Given the two 
tough games last weekend, it’s good 
preparation for what we can expect 
this weekend. UBC are only three 
points behind us, so they’ll be looking 
to take those three points away from 
us on Saturday.”

Those three points—which equate 
to one win—are vital, however, in 
the home stretch, and will likely be 
the determining factor as to which of 
these teams finishes atop the Canada 
West standings.

“They’re going to be hungry this 
weekend; this is their biggest game 
of the season,” Vickery explained. 
“They know that they need to regain 
those three points to give themselves 
a chance to finish first in the Canada 
West conference. If we can overcome 
that, and gain those three points, it 
will go a long way towards helping us 
secure first place.”

Sunday’s matchup pits Alberta 
against the Victoria Vikes (3-5-2). 
While Saturday’s match carries bigger  

implications for the two teams involved, 
Sunday’s battle is still one that Alberta 
can’t afford to lose at this point in the 
season.

“Victoria is always a challenge; 
they’re usually very well organized, 
very fit and very strong,” Vickery said, 
reiterating the difficulties of play-
ing in the country’s toughest athletic  
conference.

With the potential of finishing 
first in Canada West and having a 
solid position going into the CIS 
Championships, the Bears believe that 
their focus must solely be fixated on 
the upcoming game—a philosophy 
that has been preached since day one 
of training camp.

“We started, in the early days, to 
put the CIS Championships out of our 
mind. We don’t want to be going into 
a national championship as a lame 
duck host; we want to be going in as 
the Canada West Champions. Even 
if we’re not quite the champion, we 
need to be contending; we need to 
be taking each game as it presents 
itself to better prepare ourselves for 
the CIS national championships, 
which becomes sudden death—you 
lose a game and you’re out of the  
championships.”

The Bears hit the pitch at Foote Field 
on both days at 2:15pm, squaring off 
against UBC on Saturday and Victoria 
on Sunday. 

After failing to notch more than one goal in each of their first four games, the 
Bears soccer team has found its scoring touch and leads the conference in goals


