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GOLDEN BEARS & PANDAS SPORTS

492-BEAR / 451-8000  www.bears.ualberta.ca

Golden Bears and Pandas in action this weekend

Pandas Basketball Hoopfest
October 20 & 21: 6:00pm & 8:00pm • October 22: 11:00am & 1:00pm • Main Gym

Pandas Hockey vs Lethbridge
October 20 & 21 • 7:00pm • Clare Drake Arena

Golden Bears Football vs Sask
October 21 • 7:00pm • Foote Field

U of A Soccer
October 21 & 22 • 12:00pm & 2:15pm each day • Foote Field

Now Hiring 

Part Time Staff
  • $9 per hour  to start
  • days/evenings/weekends

  • no late nights/safe environment

Apply at:  Kingsway Garden Mall
        West Edmonton Mall (at Ice Rink) 
           or fax resume to 430-0658

Come to Gateway Opinion Meetings, Thursdays at 4pm in room 
3-04 SUB. It's like a melding of  the minds—only more offensive.

GATEWAY OPINION
Losing to Spock at Three-Dimensional Chess since 1910

KELSEY 
TANASIUK

I hate politics. I hate thinking about 
it, I hate talking about it. I hate cam-
paign signs and I hate hearing about 
it on the news. Hell, I even hate the 
fact that I had to research for 15 whole 
minutes to write this article. However, 
I deemed this research permissible 
when I realized there’s one thing in 
the world I hate more than politics: 
anti-Bush paraphernalia. 

In recent times, the number of 
people sporting pins bearing photos 
of President George W Bush with an X 
through his face has skyrocketed. In the 
beginning I was okay with it; I smiled 
and was friendly with the pin-bearing 
masses. But my silence can no longer be 
maintained. I understand you don’t like 

the man or his reign of power over our 
neighbours to the south. That’s all fine 
and good; however, understand that 
the fact you have a button on your bag 
changes nothing.

Political change will not be initiated 
by one stylish poli-sci student with a 
button on his or her messenger bag. 
Wearing a political pin is the equiva-
lent of shouting “Fuck Bush!” at a punk 
show. It’s about joining in on the mob 
mentality and hopping on the trendy 
bandwagon of political awareness. No 
one in the States is going to change 
their right-wing stance because some 
smart-ass kid in Canada put a button 
on his bag.

Not only is it useless, but it’s also an 
extremely negative sentiment. Instead 
of raising political awareness with 
educated argument (that would be 
too wordy for a pin I suppose) we’re 
devoting our time to hating one spe-
cific individual. We’re attaching a face 
to evil and turning “America needs to 
shave its Bush” into the catchphrase of 
our generation. 

Instead of hating the neighbour 
we’re stuck with for another two years, 
I personally feel that our time could 
be better spent. Why not look at some 
of the few good things he did? The 
Landmark Education Bill for instance. 
Or rather the things he didn’t plan to 
screw up. Take for instance the fact that 
he didn’t royally screw Canada over 
trade-wise like John Kerry had planned 
to if elected. No matter how evil you 
paint a politician, each one will always 
be considered somewhat evil; the ques-
tion is, is there a lesser evil? Or can the 
grass can in fact be just as malnourished 
and flattened on both sides?

Wearing an anti-Bush button on 
your jacket is not going to change a 
vote from two years ago and it’s not 
going to impeach anyone in the future. 
All it’s going to do is say, “Hey guys! 
Look how politically aware I am, I 
hate Bush just like everyone else in my 
2pm International Relations class!” If 
you want to create change, then do 
something about it. Don’t just let your 
outrage become a fashion statement.

VICTOR 
VARGAS

If history has taught us anything, it’s 
that when a pedophile scandal aligns 
with an unpopular war and a slug-
gish economy, it will spell doom for 
the ruling party. But despite all the 
doomsayers who claim that the end of 
Republican rule in America is within 
sight, don’t get your hopes up. Because 
if the Republican Party has proven 
adept at one thing in the last eight 
years, it’s their ability to spin.

Only a day after the Foley scandal 
broke back in September, the major-
ity of the Republican Party and their 
minions were quick to respond with 
the message that “the Democrats may 
have withheld information that risked 
youngsters.” 

A week later, Republicans played 
the gay conspiracy card, claiming 
that Foley is proof that they must fight 
against gay rights (as Family Research 
Council president Tony Perkins put it, 
“The Foley scandal shows what hap-
pens when political correctness is put 
ahead of protecting children”). All the 
while, the Republicans had Fox News 
constantly running the headlines and 
going as far to “accidentally” mark 
Foley as a Democrat on television.

Democrat activity was rather benign 
over the last couple of weeks. They did 

attack the Republicans over Foley and 
got some of their talking heads to go 
on the attack. Then things changed, 
and the Democrats began defending 
themselves from Republican allega-
tions and trying to handle the Gay 
Conspiracy Voodoo Beam that was 
just launched. No doubt the scandal 
will affect the polls, but considering 
how well Republicans controlled the 
spin and how poorly the Democrats 
attacked, the Republicans will have 
lost little ground and nothing they 
can’t retake in the coming weeks.

The Republicans are a well-oiled 
spin machine. They got guys like 
General Novak leading Army Group 
A and General Coulter in Army 
Group B. They have Fox News send-
ing their message 24 hours a day and 
a legion of Religious Right followers 
fighting the max to make sure they 
retain power. 

What do the Democrats have? 
Ariana Huffington leading Pansy 
Division 1 and Al Gore heading up 
the Planeteers. Their main liberal 
media outlet is The Daily Show, 
and they have a legion of internet  

bloggers who burn in sunlight. 
A fairer matchup would be the 
Terminator against an invalid child.

Even beyond the Foley scandal, 
Republicans are spinning other issues 
very well. Think Bush’s low poll 
numbers will bring them down? 
Republicans are distancing themselves 
from him, and they have the voting 
record to prove it. The war and the 
economy? Republicans will retort that 
they’re trying and that the Democrats 
don’t have the answers either. 

And they’re right: the Democrats 
don’t have sexy answers to America’s 
problems. Cutting the deficit means 
raising taxes. Most experts agree that 
pulling out of Iraq will cause more 
problems in the future then staying 
the course. 

As for fighting the war, Democrats 
have yet to provide a clear response on 
how it can be done better. The envi-
ronment and emissions would require 
putting a burden on the nation’s 
industry, which contradicts plans 
to boost the economy. The whole 
Democratic campaign can be boiled 
down to nothing more than a, “Sure, 
Republicans are really bad people, but 
we will do better—honest,” followed 
by a wink and a nudge.

And that’s why the Republicans are 
going to win. As was shown in the last 
American election, people will vote on 
vision and ideology rather than on the 
economy and track record. And until 
the Democrats actually have a media 
spin-machine devoid of ethics, every-
one will be hearing the words “four 
more years” again and again.

Proponents of wall in a 
world of their own

I for one find it hard to imagine “millions of 
third world immigrants” invading Alberta. 
Maybe it’s because the Mexicans that you 
referred to don’t come from a third world 
country. (You share a border with Mexico 
and don’t even know it isn’t a third world 
country?) I can only assume from your 
e-mail that you aren’t aware of the types 
of jobs that illegal immigrants are doing in 
your country. I assure you that they aren’t 

registered nurses trying to get jobs at hos-
pitals like your daughter-in-law. They are 
doing the jobs that you and your fellow 
“patriots” don’t want to do.

Imagine if you had to put American 
citizens in the jobs that illegal immigrants 
do now; you wouldn’t be able to over-
work and underpay them. You would 
have to actually provide them with social 
services. Bush may be an idiot but at 
least he listens to his economic advisors 
when they tell him that by kicking all of 
the illegal immigrants out of the coun-
try the “system” that you refer to would 
collapse. I mean if you didn’t give them 
guest worker status then who would do 

all the shitty jobs that American’s don’t 
want to do? You? Don’t make me laugh.

DYLAN ZURAWELL
Business II

Letters to the editor should be dropped 
off at room 3-04 of the Students’ Union 
Building, or e-mailed to letters@gateway.
ualberta.ca.

The Gateway reserves the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity, and to refuse 
publication of any letter it deems racist, 
sexist, libellous or otherwise hateful in 
nature. The Gateway also reserves the 
right to publish letters online .
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Look for Republicans to 
pass November mid-terms

Don’t pin your hopes on a stupid button

What do the 
Democrats have? 
Ariana Huffington 
leading Pansy Division 1 
and Al Gore heading up 
the Planeteers.


