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Soccer Pandas looking for national bid
ROBIN COLLUM
Sports Staff

The Pandas soccer team are ranked 
second in the division headed to the 
Canada West finals in Regina this 
weekend, determined to come home 
with tickets to nationals. They’ve had 
a successful season so far, and hope 
repeat some of the Alberta’s previous 
success. 

One of the keys to the tournament 
this weekend will be putting together 
everything that the team has worked 
on so far this season, according to 
Pandas head coach Liz Jepsen.

“It’s all down to the players,” Jepsen 
said. “I’m seeing in them a belief in 
being champions, and they also have 
the skill set and the experience. We’ve 
done everything we could do to get 
ourselves in the right place, and now 
it’s just a matter of performance on the 
day.

“I think that that final success is def-
initely tangible and attainable for us.”

The Pandas finished behind the 
University of Victoria and ahead of the 
University of British Columbia, Trinity 
Western University, the University of 
Calgary and the hosting University of 
Regina. Of those teams, they’ve only 
lost to UVic, though they played to a 
draw against the Dinos in October. 

There are three spots at the CIS finals 
for teams from Canada West, one of 
them automatically going to Victoria 
as host, so the Pandas must be one of 
the top two teams outside of UVic in 
order to qualify.

“Our biggest thing is to win our first 
game. If we do, it will be just so much 
easier down the road,” Jepsen said. 

Still, the Pandas have anything but 
an easy road, as their first game, on 
Friday, will be against UBC, who they 
beat 1–0 at Foote Field earlier in the 
year.

“We’ve played them once before this 
season, and we won on just sheer desire 
to win. But it’s going to be a different 
game, and they’re going to come all 
fired up because we beat them before,” 
said Jepsen, who expects the match to 
be difficult. “They have a strong keeper, 

who just snuck in last week to surpass 
our keeper [Caitlin Schmidt] for [most] 
shutouts. They also have really strong 
backs, so it’s going to be a challenge 
trying to get past them and get the 
looks that we need.”

This season differs from years past 
because the University College of the 
Fraser Valley entered CIS competition. 
This meant that instead of meeting 
each team in their conference twice, 
the Pandas played two fewer games 

and only saw their BC opponents 
once.

“It will make for an interesting 
dynamic because the top teams, except 
for Calgary and Regina, are teams 
we’ve only seen once but who have 
seen each other a couple of times,” 
Jepsen said “[The schedule change] is 
good for the standings, in that we play 
twice the teams that aren’t that strong 
and get a couple more wins, but it’s 
too bad because it’s better for us to 

play the better teams.”
The Pandas have won seven con-

ference titles in their 23-year history, 
and have earned seven silver medals 
at Canada West as well. They won the 
most recent of their three national 
titles in 2001. This year, Jepsen and 
her team wants to repeat at least some 
of that glory.

“We would be disappointed with 
anything less than getting to CIS 
[championships],” she said.
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GET IT The ball won’t be the only thing the Pandas are chasing this weekend. They’re also after a Canada West banner, which they’ll hang in the Main Gym.
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TOP OF THE FOOD CHAIN Other teams are gunning for Alberta this weekend.

Bears put undefeated record on 
the line hosting soccer playoffs
NICK FROST
Sports Staff

Undefeated. Just one of the many 
positive words that can be used to 
describe the Golden Bear’s soccer 
team this past regular season; a 
season that saw them finish with a 
9-0-5 record in an extremely chal-
lenging Canada West conference. 
Impressive, considering Alberta ran 
into some tough opponents along the 
way, including two meetings—and 
victories—against the defending CIS 
champion UBC Thunderbirds. 

While trying to go an entire season 
without losing even a single match 
might seem like an obvious strategy 
for a team, it’s one that’s otherwise 
difficult to execute. However, from 
day one of the 2006/07 season, the 
Bears have felt that they were capable 
of achieving such a feat.

“When we started the season, we 
went with the objective that we were 
going to try to win all our games,” 
assistant coach Nick Holt said. “I 
think with us hosting Nationals, it’s 
quite easy to go the other way—you 
have that comfort level that you 
know you’re going to make it as the 
host team. I think that the fact that 
we managed to go undefeated, in a 
really competitive league, is a defi-
nite positive going into the playoffs. 

We’ve spared a few draws, but it’s a 
real positive that we’ve managed to 
keep everything together.”

Being undefeated has certainly paid 
off in a big way as Alberta finished 
atop the Canada West standings and 
is currently the top-ranked team in 
the country. Their conference win has 
them hosting the Canada West playoffs 
this weekend. However, the accolades 
for their season have done little to faze 
the team.

“We don’t look at [the number-one 
ranking] as pressure,” Holt explained. 
“I put more stock into our perfor-
mances over the course of the season, 
and the fact that we managed to put 
a good run together. So, the rank-
ing doesn’t really make a difference. 
It’s nice and we respect it; but I cer-
tainly don’t think it’s what we’re truly 
aiming for.”

To others, though—like Canada 
West’s leading goal-scorer, Bears mid-
fielder Junior Castrillon-Rendon—
having your team at the top of a 
statistical chart isn’t something worth 
dwelling on, unless you have some-
thing to show for it.

“We just try not to think about 
[being on top],” Castrillon-Rendon 
admitted. “We’re confident, but we 
still know that we have to get the work 
done. The only reason that we got the 
record that we did during the regular 

season was through working hard; 
we can’t stop putting in the effort just 
because we were undefeated. If we 
keep doing our thing, we’ll hopefully, 
at the end of the day, be able to call 
ourselves national champions and say, 
‘Yeah, that was cool’. But, until then, 
we just keep it out of our minds and 
continue to work hard.”

Alberta takes their undefeated 
record and number-one spot 
into this weekend’s Canada West 
Championships and will face the 
Trinity Western Spartans—a team 
they tied twice this season, includ-
ing their last game of the season—in 
their semifinal matchup.

“They’re very strong defensively,” 
Holt said. “We’ve got to look for ways 
to unravel that defence. Also, in every 
game that we’ve played against them, 
they’ve scored first; so, one of the 
other things that we want to look at 
is getting ourselves the first lead, and 
then protecting it.”

The Championships go at 11:15am 
on Saturday as UBC and Calgary 
square off in the other semifinal 
before the Bears hit the pitch at 1pm. 
The bronze medal match will be at 
11:15am Sunday, with the gold to 
follow at 1pm. The top two teams 
that aren’t Alberta will advance to the 
national championships, held here 
next weekend.


