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WANTED: Survey Interviewers
• Major social policy research firm in downtown Edmonton 
  needs people to conduct nation-wide telephone surveys  

• No experience required, but friendly professional 
  communication skills are essential 

• Bilingualism an asset 

• Part-time hours available for evenings and weekends, 
  with flexible scheduling 

• 1 block from LRT

• NO SALES OR TELEMARKETING

• Starting wage is $10.00/hr

edmonton@ekos.com 

OR 408-5233 (fax)

I sincerely hope that the Gateway staff 
does not allow such nauseating abbera-
tions to appear in future issues of what 
is otherwise an enjoyable publication.

STACI RHOINMORN
Science IV

Mental illness is no joke

When 30 000-plus university students 
take a couple days off school it’s under-
standably a topic of conversation. It’s a 
weekend to relax, to catch up on home-
work, or to get to the ski hill for the first 
time this winter. 

One thing it’s not is “suicide preven-
tion break.” I witnessed this phrase arise 
in multiple settings last week completely 
independent of one another. The least 
appropriate of which was a professor 
reminding us not to attend the seminar. 
Laughter and smiles were the response 
to each discussion of the aforemen-
tioned holiday.

Depression, and mental health issues 
in general, are not a laughing matter. 
Students struggling with their mental 
health are far more common than an 
unaffected individual might think. Many 
people facing the challenge of depres-
sion don’t want the world to know about 
it and can go about life without anyone 
ever finding out. For this reason there 
is no group of people with whom it is 
appropriate to make jokes about suicide.

Clinically depressed students face 
the everyday challenges of university 
life accompanied by fragile self-worth, 

reduced ability to stay focused, low moti-
vation and poor sleep quality, among 
other very real symptoms. Nothing is less 
encouraging to someone trying to over-
come these obstacles than the failure of 
their peers to acknowledge the reality 
that people are actually in their situa-
tion. By pretending that depression is not 
a real issue you may easily be crushing 
someone and reversing their healing pro-
cess without even knowing it.

I am certain that no one on campus 
meant any ill by referring to the 
Remembrance Day holidays as “suicide 
prevention break.” But for the sake of the 
many affected individuals it would be 
best to lay this name to rest.

JOSH KRABBE
Engineering Physics III

Letters to the editor should be dropped 
off at room 3-04 of the Students’ Union 
Building, sent via carrrier owl or e-mailed 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca.

The Gateway reserves the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity, and to refuse 
publication of any letter it deems racist, 
sexist, libellous or otherwise hateful in 
nature. The Gateway also reserves the 
right to publish letters online.

Letters to the editor should be no longer 
than 350 words, and should include the 
author’s name, program, year of study 
and student identification number to be 
considered for publication.

Furthermore, e-mails featuring exces-
sive amounts of exclamation marks, all-
caps, large font sizes, and emoticons, 
are liable to be ridiculed mercilessly by 
the editorial staff.

Canadian flag proposed

I have no doubt that you have often read 
in the different newspapers of Canada 
suggestions of a Canadian national flag. 
As you are aware, this country of ours is 
a young nation within the British Empire, 
and the only nation without a flag, so to 
speak, and this is the reason I am writ-
ing to you to try to get the University 
of Alberta to be the first to have the 
national flag of Canada. 

The colours of the University are 
green and gold. Wouldn’t it be nice if 
the flag had a green background? The 
Union Jack in the top left hand corner 
and the gold maple leaf in the bottom 
right hand corner. It would not only 
represent the University but would take 
in all of Canada. The green would rep-
resent the green fresh fields, the gold 
maple leaf would take in the golden 
wheat, the backbone of the country, 
and represent the whole nation. The 
maple leaf is worn by her Majesty the 
Queen and our fighting forces and why 
not have it for our national flag?

Every true born Canadian should 
wear a maple leaf and be proud for 
everyone to see it, as I have fought for 
this country.

ARTHUR LETHEM
25 March, 1941

letters from
the archives

NINA 
VARSAVA

Gay, lesbian, straight, bisexual: we’re 
obsessed with sexual identities. The 
absurdity of our obsession is concealed 
by language, which makes categories of 
sexual identity seem reasonable, even 
essential. But these categories obscure 
what’s really going on; they fail to cap-
ture the diversity and fluidity of sexual-
ity. Judith Butler, a feminist and queer 
theorist, writes about the overly-sim-
plistic and restrictive nature of sexual 
identity categories. When someone 
“comes out” as gay, she explains, that 
person enters a whole new closet, full 
of secrets and limitations.

Hardly anyone is simply gay or 
straight. These categories divide people 
along imaginary lines. Consider “Gerald 
and Geraldine,” for example: they’ve 
been monogamous for several years, 
and have sex together almost every 
night. But maybe Gerald fantasizes 
about Brad Pitt, and perhaps Geraldine 
is having an affair with her female col-
league. Or maybe Gerald and Geraldine 
have only ever engaged in heterosexual 
acts and have only ever had heterosex-
ual fantasies—however unlikely that 
may be. But the possibility for a homo-
sexual “slip” is always open. 

Maybe Geraldine has never consid-
ered lesbian sex because she’s always 
been sure she’s heterosexual. But Gerald 
proposes a threesome, and Geraldine 
acquiesces to please him. During this 
sexual encounter, she discovers that 
women turn her on too—or that 
women turn her on more than men. So 
she breaks up with Gerald and decides 
to have sex only with women from now 

on. This doesn’t necessarily mean that 
Geraldine has become a homosexual: 
the only person who can accurately be 
named a strict homosexual or hetero-
sexual is the person who dies without 
having ever wavered in sexual orienta-
tion; and once this person is dead, she 
or he cannot attest to this. 

We have a compulsive desire to figure 
people out, and we think that sexually 
identifying people enables us to do so. 
But when we force people into sexual 
categories, we take control of their 
identities away from them. And when 
we submit to these categories our-
selves, we lose control over our own 
identities. The moment I’m seen as a 
heterosexual woman, all my actions are 
interpreted according to that identity: I 
touch another woman and it’s an act of 
caring, of friendship; I touch a man and 
it’s flirtation, it’s sexual. People depend 
on my sexual identity to make sense of 
everything I do. 

These categories have a self-fulfill-
ing prophesy. A man who has iden-
tified himself as heterosexual all his 
life may repress homosexual urges, 
convincing himself that these urges 
are impossible considering his hetero-
sexuality. If he acts on a homosexual 
urge, he risks his (much valued) iden-
tity, so he’s likely to act on his homo-
sexual desires covertly—or not at all. 
In this way, categories of sexual iden-
tity work to keep homosexuality and 
heterosexuality distinct.

Instead, we should work towards 
exposing the categories of homosexual 
and heterosexual as the extreme ends 

of a continuum with infinite possibili-
ties in between. Of course, the idea of 
a sexual continuum isn’t new. Alfred 
Kinsey, conducting extensive sexual 
surveys in the 1940s and ’50s, num-
bered individuals on a continuum: zero 
signified exclusively heterosexual, and 
six signified exclusively homosexual. 
However, the continuum never caught 
on in everyday use: we don’t tend to 
wonder what number so-and-so is, we 
tend to wonder if so-and-so is gay or 
straight. These numbers were practical 
for Kinsey, but just as sexuality can’t 
be captured in a dichotomy, it can’t be 
captured in segments either.

We should resist identification 
within categories of sexuality and the 
attachment we have to these catego-
ries as adjectives to describe people. By 
embracing the notion of an infinite, 
unsegmented scale of sexuality, we 
acknowledge and exemplify sexual 
fluidity. This way, a sexual being can 
slide back and forth on the scale as she 
or he pleases, without worrying about 
adhering to some boxed-in sexual iden-
tity. We should talk openly of the limit-
less sexual practices and fantasies that 
someone with an undefined sexuality 
can embrace. Then all those people 
fixated on sexual categories might see 
what they’re missing. 

By refusing to fit sexualities into neat 
boxes, we can begin to challenge that 
expectation. This, of course, will be 
awkward at first, and will make people 
uncomfortable. Unfortunately, social 
change is rarely convenient—but it can 
be incredibly sexy. 
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Believe it or not, we’re all trapped 
in the closet, yeah up in the closet

“We have a compulsive desire to figure people out, 
and we think that sexually identifying people enables 
us to do so. But when we force people into sexual 
categories, we take control of their identities away 
from them. And when we submit to these categories 
ourselves, we lose control over our own identities.”


