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Elizabeth McMillan thinks so. At 
least, she has ever since her encounter 
with Peter Mackay.
OPINION, PAGE 6

 Notoryous PC
With a bursting piggy bank, Tory  
leadership hopefuls must look outside 
the conservative box.
FEATURE, PAGE 9
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THOMAS WAGNER
News Writer

In 2005, Edmonton recorded the 
highest homicide rate per capita in 
Canada, corresponding to a decade-
high rise in murders, seeing 658 
people killed across the country.

Last year, 44 people were mur-
dered in Edmonton. Although this 
represents a nation-leading 4.29 
homicides per 100 000 people and 18 
more than Calgary, a city of compara-
ble size to Edmonton, Keith Spencer, 
a former professor of criminology at 
the University of Alberta, feels there 
is little to fear for the average person.

“Edmonton is a small market [city] 
when it comes to murder in North 
America, when you consider cities 
like New York, Dallas or Los Angeles,” 
Spencer explained. “We’re a two-bit 
player here.”

He feels the increase in homicides 
can be, in large part, attributed to 
gang-and drug-related murders, 
all brought into the city by the 
red-hot job market of Alberta, and  

consequently, young, unattached 
males with money to spend.

“Young, single males are attracted 
here by high-moneyed jobs,” Spencer 
said. “They’ve got money to spend 
on lounges, bars, drugs, cars, [all 
of which] fuels an industry of often 
illicit services.”

This trend is supported by Statistics 
Canada, which noted that while the 
national homicide rate has been climb-
ing, domestic and spousal murder 
rates have remained stable, with the 
growth in homicides fuelled in large 
part by, and for the most part involv-
ing, those leading high-risk lifestyles.

However, the average univer-
sity student is considered high risk, 
as they are often single, indepen-
dent and frequent bars or lounges. 
This perhaps explains the cautious 
response of most of the interviewed 
students in relation to Edmonton’s 
homicide rate.

“I feel a little creeped out,” said 
Stephanie Johnson, a first-year Arts 
student. “It makes me not want to go 
out to a bar.” 

Catriona Richmond, a second-year 
Physical Education student echoed 
Johnson’s sentiment.

“I know I’d be fooling myself if I 
said it could never happen to me,” 
Richmond said.  

This isn’t a feeling shared by  
Spencer, however. He doesn’t think 
that Edmontonians should be fearful, 
noting that in most cases the regu-
lar person is very safe. He also feels 
that in many cases, people generalize 
from individual events and don’t rec-
ognize the actual rarity of most high-
profile murder cases.

“There are so few youth homicides 
across Canada that a little spurt makes 
it look like things are really going to 
hell,” Spencer said. “I don’t think 
there’s really an epidemic.”

This conclusion is also shared by 
Statistics Canada, which noted that 
despite recent high-profile cases, 
most notably the murder of Shane 
Rolston almost exactly a year ago, 
youth committed homicide rates 
have stayed relatively stable over the 
last 30 years. 

CATHERINE SCOTT
News Writer

Does the average university student 
drink less than they say they do? In the 
past, posters around campus suggested 
that students exaggerate the amount 
they actually drink, which puts pres-
sure on light drinkers to drink more. 
But some people at the University of 
Alberta would tend to disagree.

Dr Louis Pagliaro, co-director of 
the Substance Abusology and Clinical 
Pharmacology Research Group, thinks 
that students actually underestimate 
the amount that they drink.

“I think students decidedly drink 
more than what they report. I don’t 
think that there is really significant 
social pressure—I think quite the 
opposite,” Pagliaro, who is also a pro-
fessor in Educational Psychology at the 
U of A, noted.

According to Pagliaro, students may 
actually blame social pressure if they 
drink excessively, and he dismisses this 
as an unjustified excuse. He stated that 
many university students take advan-
tage of campus life and the drinking 
opportunities it offers, and he said that 
many high-school students will keep 
schools’ party reputations in mind 
when choosing a university.

“How many kids come to University 
A versus University B based on the 
reputation that ... [it’s] a party univer-
sity?” Pagliaro asked.

NATALIE CLIMENHAGA
Senior News Editor

On 8 December, almost ten per cent 
of all undergraduate students will sit 
down to write a consolidated exam—
even though they should have been 
guaranteed the day off to study as 
explicitly defined by the University 
Calendar. 

Under the guidelines of the 2006/07 
University Calendar, fall-term exami-
nations (both regular and consolidated) 
for all students except those in Dentistry, 
Dental Hygiene, the MD program, 
MScPT program and Augustana Faculty 
should run from 9–21 December. 
However, under a pilot project initiated 
by the General Faculties Council (GFC) 
Executive Committee last spring, mul-
tiple sections of a course will be able to 
come together and hold a consolidated 
exam outside of the final examination 
period.

“Students are being severely disad-
vantaged by this pilot project because 
they don’t have the normal number of 
days to study and to prepare for these 
final exams after classes end,” said 
Steve Kirkham, the undergraduate 
representative on the GFC Executive 
Committee. He noted that normally 
students have two to four guaran-
teed study days and an exam on 8 
December cuts that number down to 
only one.NICK WIEBE

FINAL SHOWDOWN Ada Smude and Steve Kirkham take sides on the decision to hold consolidated exams outside of the University Calendar’s testing timeline. 

Edmonton number one with a bullet 

Early exams bypass Calendar’s policies 

Students drink more 
than they think: prof

Professor of criminology Keith Spencer attributes Alberta’s economic boom 
as one of the factors contributing to the surge of murders in the capital city
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“I think students 
decidedly drink more 
than what they report. 
I don’t think that there 
is really significant 
social pressure—I 
think quite the 
opposite.”

DR LOUIS PAGLIARO, 
U OF A PROFESSOR   
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