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LA a hotspot of 
police brutality
AS RESIDENTS WITHIN OUR OWN LITTLE 35 000-
person community here at the U of A, we’ve got it 
pretty good. If you’re ever out with some friends on 
campus and find yourself involved with the Campus 
5-0, be glad that the most they’ve got to deal out to 
unruly citizens are some heavily dictated batons and 
a call to the EPS. South of the border at the UCLA, 
however, campus security comes fully equipped with 
tasers—and they aren’t afraid to use them.

On the night of 14 November, an incident occurred 
in one of that school’s campus libraries. Mostafa 
Tabatabainejad, a student who was in the library late 
in the evening—presumably to do some study-
ing—was stopped by the campus security and asked 
to produce identification. This is all well and good, as 
any citizen of the age of majority is typically expected 
to carry with him or her some form of ID. The librar-
ies have had a policy of checking them for years, espe-
cially after 11pm, which is apparently when all the 
freaks come out. While there are several unconfirmed 
reports and much hearsay, the general consensus is 
that the events leading up to this encounter led the 
student to believe that he was being racially profiled.

Obviously offended by this situation, the student 
voiced his concerns—perhaps a little too smarmily—
with the powers that be. What began as a few words 
of conflict quickly escalated into a shouting match. 
Unpleasant yes, but nothing unexpected for this type 
of situation. Now, here’s where things got ugly.

After ordering a now visually upset Tabatabainejad 
to comply, officers aggressively ordered him to leave. 
Indignant but obedient, the student shouted that the 
officers not touch him. Just as quickly as the argument 
began, it got entirely out of hand, and the student was 
suddenly tasered by campus security.

Now, never having felt the electrifying kiss of a 
stun-gun myself, I can’t speak from experience, but I 
imagine a flurry of unpleasant thoughts would culmi-
nate within a very short time span, mostly along the 
lines of shock, anger and pain.

This was essentially Tabatabainejad’s reaction as well, 
as a horrified crowd gathered around the officers and 
their “assailant.” As seen on a video shot on another 
student’s cellphone camera, several students verbally 
demanded that the officers stop, and cried that security 
was acting completely out of line. Over choked gasps 
for air and pleas for mercy, the victim of the attack 
exclaimed, “Here’s your Patriot Act!” The words hit 
with a resounding familiarity: this seems like exactly 
the kind of abuse of power that Bush’s breaches of the 
constitution have allowed. Meanwhile, the officers con-
tinued to apply force to the student, who struggled to 
stand up as instructed because he was physically unable 
to do so. Onlookers attempted to stop the madness and 
demanded the officers’ badge numbers, but were only 
threatened with being tasered themselves.

Naturally, this sparked an outrage on campus. 
Students have begun to protest and appeal their safety 
to University Administration. However, Norman 
Abrams, Acting Chancellor of the UCLA, offered the 
media a chilling statement. Not only does he have no 
sympathy for the student, but he completely supports 
the actions of campus security, pointing to the UCLA’s 
“ID after 11” policy. Apparently part of this policy 
entails that failure to do so will result in 300 000 volts 
of electricity being surged through your body.

In what is undoubtedly just a coincidencce, Abrams 
has recently published a book titled Anti-Terrorism and 
Criminal Enforcement, touted as “the first casebook to 
deal comprehensively with the rapidly evolving field 
of anti-terrorism law and the criminal enforcement 
process.” However, the only thing still rapidly evolving 
here is the stupidity and ignorance of America’s home-
land patriots, who are more concerned with keeping 
their country’s civil rights in the stone age than willing 
to accept any kind of leeway that could lead to another 
catastrophic attack. 

It’s no surprise that so many of our generation 
have garnered a brooding distrust of authority, based 
simply on the narrow-minded aggression of those in 
positions of power. From a corrupt president down to 
the lowliest of abusive campus security, as this type 
of “heroic” mentality is allowed to proliferate, it’s no 
wonder the rest of the world hates the West. 

MIKE KENDRICK
Design & Production Editor

LETTERS
Molzan responds

I feel as though the main point of my 
letter last week was missed. I wasn’t 
out to choke Gateway readers or 
debate the increase of tuition com-
pared to 20 years ago, and I certainly 
remember writing specifically about 
tuition, not health care.

First, let me say that I have the 
utmost respect for Ms Conklin 
(re: “Molzan’s got it wrong,”  
21 November). Clearly, she has made 
numerous sacrifices in pursuit of her 
degree. After evaluating the true cost 
of a postsecondary education, not 
just the dollars and cents, she ulti-
mately decided that it was worth the 
sacrifice. By choosing to pursue fur-
ther education, we have all agreed to 
the sacrifices that come with it. None 
of us are being forced to attend post-
secondary. 

If you’ve looked around campus 
lately, you will have noticed that 
there are many projects under-
way that are partially funded by 
the Alberta Government. These 
upgrades attract world-class 
researchers and professors that 
contribute to the U of A, bolster-
ing its reputation [and] ultimately 
benefiting the students who attend. 
For the high quality of education we 
receive at this institution, we are 
lucky to pay as little as we do, espe-
cially when compared to what the 
same quality education would cost 
in other parts of the world.

There are thousands of students 
on campus, all from different back-
grounds; the one thing we have in 
common is that we all choose to be 
here, rising tuition and all. Contrary to 
Mr Palmer’s assumption that I have 
rich parents and no understanding of 
the challenges many students face 
(re: “Don’t burden students with the 
tuition load,” 21 November), the fact 
is that if I were to write on a brick in 
SUB tomorrow, it would read $20 
000. The only help I receive from my 
parents is free beef from the farm I 
grew up on. However, my situation is 
irrelevant to my point, which is that if 
you’ve decided a degree at the U of 
A is worth the cost, then stop com-
plaining about tuition.

KYLE MOLZAN
Engineering IV

The tuition it is a-risin’

Sign my name up for Molzan’s team. 
I’m sick of hearing people complain 
about how cheap tuition was back 
when their parents went to school. 
Times have changed, university 
facilities have improved and teach-
ing standards are higher than ever. 
Along with these changes comes 
[the] need for higher funding. 

Call me the devil’s advocate, but 
maybe some people just have to 
accept the fact that postsecondary 
education is a real privilege, one that 
you have to pay for. Now I’m all for 
everyone[’s] right to a decent edu-
cation, but the real world out there 
revolves around money. With the 
rate of inflation in today’s market, it 
only makes sense that tuition rises 
accordingly. If tuition was dirty 
cheap here, then everyone from 
across Canada would be coming 
here, and then you’d all start bitching 
about how you can’t even get into 
your own province’s university. 

What make me even sicker are 
people slandering ridiculous state-
ments about how they can’t afford 
tuition. Jenna Conklin, your personal 
background of being a single mom 
with a two-year-old son wins abso-
lutely zero sympathy from me. This 
isn’t chicken soup for the student’s 
soul. This is real life. Maybe you 
should have thought of the financial 
consequence of starting your own 
family while pursuing a postsecond-
ary education. 

Moreover, the SU’s wall of debt 
is something to laugh about, along 
with their mock funeral for cheap 
tuition. The turnout of ten people was 
definitely something to be proud of. 
While you’re at it, you might as well 
mourn the loss of cheap gas and 
affordable housing. Times are chang-
ing, deal with it. If anything, Kyle is 
right about one thing. Postsecondary 
education is an investment, and if you 
don’t think it’s a sound investment, 
don’t come here.

CHRIS TSANG
Engineering III

Are you or have you ever 
been in debt?

The mudslinging that’s been going 
on between the raging socialists and 
Kyle Molzan has the potential to erupt 
into an all-out battle. I did my part 
to fuel the fire by posting a banner 
reading, “If you do not believe a good 
education is worth your money, do 
not go to school,” over the infamous 
Wall of Debt Monday morning. It 
lasted less than 15 minutes before 
being torn down, but the little bit of 
controversy it has stirred up let’s me 
know its brief bout of fame did not go 
entirely unnoticed.

Last I checked, no one’s holding 
a gun to your head demanding you 
attend university. You have every 
freedom to say no. Be rational, and 
choose your priorities wisely. If uni-
versity is really where you want to 
be, count the cost as a neccessary 
evil and take the appropriate action 
to successfully fund your school-
ing. You can take a less demanding 

course load to work part time, or 
even enjoy a full year off to earn some 
cash. The objective of the University 
of Alberta is not to rob you, so stop 
treating the institution providing you 
with the assets to succeed in life as 
the enemy.

 Also, if the Students’ Union really 
believes in their cause, perhaps they 
could start donating their wages 
to the students suffering under the 
most significant debtloads?

BRIDGET CASEY
Science II

A wakeup call for BoG

It’s time for students to demand 
more from the University’s Board 
of Governors. After attending the  
20 November Finance and Property 
committee meeting, it’s clear that 
some University leaders have lost 
touch with the student population. 
SU President Sam Power, the only 
student voice on the committee, 
was joined by a dozen other stu-
dents concerned enough to wake 
up at 7am on a Monday to oppose 
the suggested ten per cent rent 
increases. Sadly, it appears not to 
have made a difference.

The University VP (Facilities and 
Operations) contributed the rent 
increase to two reasons: increas-
ing market prices and high deferred 
maintenance costs. While the prices 
in the rental market are rising, how 
can we possibly compare a double 
room in classic Lister to any other 
apartments in the University area? 

Is there suddenly a market for 
accommodations where the land-
lord’s disregard for tenants leaves 
residents hunting down mice, sleep-
ing in SUB while their rooms are being 
fumigated for bedbugs, or frustrated 
because the heaters in their rooms 
will not work properly? Additionally, 
I haven’t encountered a landlord 
that forces tenants to spend $1800 
on overpriced food that can only be 
purchased from specific providers. 
Compared to the market prices, rents 
should be decreasing, not increas-
ing. As for deferred maintenance, 

after years of neglect it appears the 
University is surprised that buildings 
need repairs. Relying on current resi-
dents to pay for this is ridiculous. 

It’s time to dare the University to 
deliver more to on-campus residents. 
University residences are the homes 
to future leaders of our city, prov-
ince and country, a place where life-
long friendships are made. Students 
must be able to focus on the many 
positive experiences of living in resi-
dence without being disregarded and 
ignored. We need to break the tradi-
tion of paying more to receive less. 
On 11 January, I challenge the Board 
of Governors to listen to students and 
reject the proposed fee increases. 
Furthermore, I urge the University to 
work with students, the SU and the 
RHA to improve the quality of the 
residence experience.

STEVEN DOLLANSKY
SU Councillor

So ... Veggie Tales is a 
Christian allegory?

Judging by the rave reviews from 
across Canada for the show Aladdin, 
which I am the proud director of, 
I can only assume that someone 
pissed in your reviewer’s cornflakes 
(re: “Aladdin rubs the wrong way,” 16 
November). The reporter also men-
tions liking Veggie Tales, and states 
that Veggie Tales is a show University 
students find amusing. I’m very glad 
that our show isn’t a Christian car-
toon, and I’m sorry for the faculty at 
the U of A if indeed they are teaching 
kids that find Veggie Tales entertain-
ing. Mentally challenged university 
students definitely weren’t our target 
audience, and your reviewer is doing 
them a great favour by steering 
them away from Aladdin. They just 
wouldn’t get it, poor things.

TED DYKSTRA
Via e-mail

Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca.
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