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Alex Steele’s play on the weekend left the Calgary 
Dinos wishing they had some Kryptonite.

Steele certainly looked faster than a speeding 
bullet on the offensive end this weekend for 
the Golden Bears basketball squad, putting up 
35 points on both Friday and Saturday nights 
and shooting 13–14 and 10–15 respectively, as 
Alberta (5–3) swept the Dinos (3–5) out of the 
Main Gym.

“I was taking my time catching the ball and 
trying to make the right decisions. Everything 
was flowing for me tonight and it felt good,” said 
Steele, who led the Bears to a 94–79 on Friday 
and a 100–70 win on Saturday.

With the stands packed on both nights due to a 
promotion with the Edmonton Youth Basketball 
Association, Steele delighted the crowd by 
slashing to the basket at every opportunity and 
converting lay-up after lay-up on Friday, then 
switching to the long-ball on Saturday draining 
five of six attempts from downtown.

“We know [this is] what Alex is capable of. 
That’s why when we see him get two points and 
six turnovers, and do nothing for a game, we 
can’t win with that,” Alberta head coach Don 
Horwood said.

“Maybe we have to get [a sold-out crowd] out 
here every night to get [Alex] to play like that,” 
teammate Scott Gordon added. “His play was 
overwhelming.”

Calgary’s inability to defend Steele, or just about 
anyone else as the Bears shot over 55 per cent 
in both games, left head coach Dan Vanhooren 
frustrated.

“We didn’t play any defence whatsoever all game 

long, whether it was in the post or on the perim-
eter of the floor, and they did what they wanted 
to do,” Vanhooren said after Friday’s game. “Steele 
got to the rim every time he wanted; we ended up 
with far too many guys getting shots from exactly 
where they wanted and let them move the ball 
wherever they wanted. 

“If I had my druthers, I’d be making them do 
defensive stances and some slides,” he added.

Vanhooren declined to comment after 
Saturday’s contest.

For Horwood, the weekend sweep marked 
the best basketball he has seen from his team so 
far this season, and proved they could play with 
consistent intensity.

“We had effort on defence, we got to the glass 
really well; our guys obviously came with a lot of 
energy,” he said of Friday’s win. “Effort can make 
up for a lot of mistakes, and tonight, effort made 
up for our mistakes.”

Saturday’s game also proved that the Bears 
were capable of winning back-to-back games, a 
problem the team has battled since last season, 
when they followed a Friday win with a Saturday 
loss six times.

“I was really worried about coming out flat 
after [Friday’s] win, but I was really pleased,” 
Horwood said after Saturday’s game. “The big 
thing at our level is what goes on between the 
ears, and we have to be mentally ready.”

“The team aspect was there this weekend,” 
Gordon added. “We haven’t been able to get five 
guys on the floor all going towards the same 
thing, and [this time] that happened.”

The pair of victories in combination with 
Saskatchewan’s weekend split with Lethbridge 
leaves the Golden Bears all alone atop the Canada 
West Mountain Division standings.

JANELLE SLOYCHUK
Sports Writer

Amid the chaos and clamour of several hundred 
underage Panda fans hailing from the Edmonton 
Youth Basketball Association was the rancour 
and roughness resulting from a classic Battle of 
Alberta. The basketball Pandas aided their cause 
for provincial supremacy by taking a pair of 
games from the University of Calgary Dinos in 
the Main Gym this weekend.

Although the first of the weekend’s games 
saw the Pandas struggling to overcome the 
Dinos’ similar style of play in a 90–82 victory, 
Saturday revealed an Alberta team able to tackle 
the challenge of controlling the momentum of 
the game. 

“I thought we played right to the buzzer 
[Saturday],” Pandas head coach Scott Edwards 
said. “We tried to slow it down, see if they could 
score in the 60s and see if we could hold them 
down.”

Alberta did keep their opponents below 70 
points in the second game, coming out on top 
of a lopsided 79–60 score, but certainly didn’t 
look like a team aiming to slow the pace as they 
came out flying and posted a 25–19 lead after the 
first quarter. 

The Pandas continued to spread the ball 
around on offence, much like they’ve done 
all season as Patricia Ariss dropped 24 on 
Friday, accompanied by Michelle Smith’s 19. 
Kristin Jarock and Ashley Wigg led the way on 
Saturday, with 22 and 17 respectively. Smith  
added six rebounds and three steals per game 
on the weekend.

“Both [games] were pretty high paced,” Smith 
noted. “But [Saturday] we were able to settle 

down in defence and slow up Calgary’s pace a 
little.”

The effects of Alberta’s pressure defence 
Saturday were certainly clear on the court as it 
resulted in 23 turnovers for Calgary and inevita-
bly a little rough play. With nearly twice as many 
personal fouls than Alberta, Dinos head coach 
Shawnee Harle admitted that Calgary was unable 
to “roll with the punches.” 

“I felt the officials let it be very physical and 
I didn’t think we responded very well to that,” 
Harle said. “I thought the nature of the calls 
worked to our disadvantage, but once again, 
credit to Alberta, they adjusted to how the offi-
cials let the game be called.”

The results of the physical play awarded Alberta 
66 free throws over the entire weekend and the 
Pandas drilled 49 of them. The rough style of 
play was indicative of a pair of teams without 
a true centre. Both teams battled for rebounds 
all weekend: at one point Ariss and Calgary’s 
Rebeckah Heninger collided mid-air chasing a 
loose ball.

“Calgary is a tough physical team; they’re 
undersized just like we are, and that’s the way 
both teams really need to play,” said Edwards, 
who commented on how violent the collision 
between Ariss and Heninger looked. “It’s good, 
hard-nosed basketball.”

“Against Calgary, it’s always a big, brute battle, 
nice and physical,” Wigg added. “They’re coming 
after us; they need a win, and it’s a lot rougher.”

The Pandas play forced Harle to admit that her 
team was overmatched this weekend.

“I don’t think we played well all weekend but 
you have to give Alberta credit—they didn’t let 
us play well,” said Harle. “We just got overplayed 
all weekend.”
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Hoop squads play meteor to Calgary’s Dinosaurs
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YOU’LL NEVER TAKE THIS BALL Michelle Smith (white) stares down a double team this weekend.
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IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE ... No, it’s Alex Steele making another lay-up. Later he lept a tall building.


