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Jim Dinning, Ted Morton and Ed Stelmach came out of Saturday’s first ballot as the forerunners in the 
race to be the new leader of the provincial Torys.

Of the three, who would you rather see as premier?

STREETERS

Compiled and photographed by Natalie Climenhaga and Krystina Sulatycki

Ryan Henriques 
Science II

Matt Clark
Engineering III

William Weng 
Engineering III

Jim Dinning—that’s the only one I’ve 
heard of. 

I just don’t want to see Ted Morton. I 
think he’s very socially inept. 

I don’t really follow politics at all—it’s kind 
of embarrassing but, yeah. 

I’d like to see Jim Dinning because he’s 
popular. 

Jacqueline 
Maldonado 

Human Ecology I

CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT
Compiled by Mike Otto

BIRDS OF A FEATHER BEG TOGETHER
At about 8:30pm on 21 November, a 
male and female were seen asking for 
change in the south end of HUB Mall. 
The male had outstanding out-of-prov-
ince warrants, while the female had been 
previously removed from campus. Both 
had extensive criminal records includ-
ing property and violence offences and 

both were escorted off campus.

DUDE, WE’RE PRETTY HARDCORE
At about midnight on 21 November, a 
number of skateboarders were seen in 
Mechanical Engineering, apparently not 
aware that there are far cooler places to 
be on a Tuesday night. 

While skateboarding is not a crime—
but wearing your pants at half-ass 
height should be—several thousand 
dollars worth of damage has been 
caused in Mechanical Engineering and 
other buildings around campus. 

The daring delinquents were given 
official trespass notices and left campus; 

the Faculty and Campus Security are 
now working together to quash this 
pesky infestation before it spreads  
further.  

IT’S LIKE PULLING TEETH 
At 7:30pm on 24 November, con-
stables spotted a suspicious male in 
the east courtyard of the Dentistry 
Pharmacy building. 
Sure enough, when the man was ques-
tioned by 5-0, he was found to have 
no University affiliation, not to men-
tion a rap sheet that would make any 
tree-hugging nature lover cry.  He was 
escorted off campus property.

“If you just count the number of 
correct answers it’s actually quite 
misleading because now we actually 
monitor the response curve,” Cheng 
said. “[W]e can see whether stu-
dents are guessing or if the student 
has improved—we can know their 
behaviour.”

The group’s focus is currently on 
applying these exams into a K-12 cur-
riculum and has no immediate plans 
to introduce at a postsecondary level, 
a decision that Students’ Union Vice-
President (Academic) Amanda Henry 
agrees with.

While Henry lauds the possible 
merits of a program such as this, 
she’s concerned with the logistical 
issues that may arise. She is especially 
concerned about problems that might 
arise if the responsibility to access 
these exams falls solely to students.

“I think it could really revolution-
ize study tools if something like this 

were available, but I would be very 
uncomfortable seeing it in a formal 
testing situation at this point,” Henry 
said.

Basu, who was recently appointed 
to the position of Chair in Multimedia 
for Alberta Informatics Circle of 
Excellence, has received over $1 mil-
lion in funding over the next five 
years from various public and private 
donors to further this research. He 
hopes that it will allow him and his 
team to develop a system to proto-
type in Alberta and eventually imple-
ment globally.

“That’s our key: anyone, anytime, 
anywhere. We’d like to do that in 
Alberta first and then, in the long 
term, we want to go global with it,” 
Basu said. “There’s no reason why 
people in other places in the world 
can’t have access to ... a K-12 test. 
Maybe they do very well on the test 
and we can accept them to get into 
our program right away.”

SHAHEED MERANI

THE TEST TEAM U of A Researchers are looking at developing online exams.

“The high-school students will 
gain new knowledge about scholar-
ships and possible future jobs,” said 
Elizabeth O’Neill, executive director 
of BBBS Edmonton. “Their leader-
ship, communication and interper-
sonal skills will be advanced, and 
the younger kids will have a sense of 
hope and aspirations for the future.”

O’Neill believes that the program 
will fill an important role in the edu-
cational development of both age 
groups.

“Research tells us that if children 
are not thinking about postsecondary 
by the time they’re in grades three or 
four, the likelihood is that they won’t 
go,” O’Neill said. “If young leaders 
begin having weekly conversations 
with children, asking what they want 
to be and what they are passionate 
about, then we can contribute to 
that.”

Nonetheless, Cournoyer thinks 
that the program is a diversion from 
what he sees to be the real issue, and 
that the government would be wiser 
to spend its energies on lowering 
tuition.

“It’s a concern to us because it seems 
like they are announcing these tiny 
little programs to distract from the 
big issue, which is the high up-front 
cost of an education,” he said. “It’s a 
transparent attempt by the provin-
cial government to distract Albertans 
from the fact that their tuition policy 
and affordability framework were a 
flop, and didn’t solve the affordability 

issue for Albertans.”
A government representative dis-

agreed, arguing that this program 
was part of a broad approach that 
came out of the recent postsecondary 
review they conducted. 

“We are doing a lot to make edu-
cation more affordable,” said Cam 
Traynor, assistant communica-
tions director for advanced educa-
tion. “For example, students haven’t 
faced a tuition increase in two years, 
and we’ve announced that future 
increases won’t exceed the cost of 
living. We are also working on sig-
nificant changes to student grants 
and scholarships.”

 “The mentorship program is one 
piece of what the Ministry is doing,” 
Traynor said. “This is about showing 
young people how to have a career 
in postsecondary education that they 
are passionate about.”

’Net exams fit for K-12
EXAMS    CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Program gets minds 
on the future: O’Neill

“Research tells us 
that if children are 
not thinking about 
postsecondary by the 
time they’re in grades 
three or four, the 
likelihood is that they 
won’t go.”

ELIZABETH O’NEILL, 
BIG BROTHERS, BIG SISTERS 

Program helps children pick future careers they’re 
passionate about, says Big Brothers, Big Sisters
MENTORS    CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In a Streeters question in the 7 
November issue of the Gateway, it 
was stated that Saddam Hussein 
was sentenced to death for attacks 
on Kurdish people.

In fact, Hussein was sentenced for 
the killing of 143 people from the 
town of Dujail in 1982.

The Gateway regrets any confusion 
caused by this error.

CORRECTION


