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• Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally
    located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer 
    system.  
• Absolutely no sales involved.
• Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills.
• Flexible scheduling with shift choices.  
• Company benefits plan.
• $10.50 / hour to start, with performance based reviews.

Please mail, fax or email your resume to: 
2nd Floor, 10304 – 108 Street, Edmonton, AB  T5J 1L9

Fax: 780–485–5085
Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca

Phone: 780–485–6558

TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS

MARKET RESEARCH INTERVIEWER

Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Proven Test-Taking Strategies
Personalized Professional Instruction
Comprehensive Study Materials
Simulated Practice Exams
Free Repeat Policy
Personal Tutoring Available
Thousands of Satisfied Students

LSAT MCAT
Preparation Seminars
GMAT  GRE

www.oxfordseminars.com
780-428-8700 / 1-800-779-1779
Oxford Seminars

SEAN MCCLURE
News Writer

Researchers at the University of 
Alberta looking into the quality of 
our local water supply and have found 
something interesting—nitrosamines. 
And while the word might not mean 
much to the average person, they may 
pose a serious threat to the quality of 
our drinking water. 

The water disinfection process 
is essential to reduce the danger of 
waterborne diseases such as cholera 
and typhoid. The disinfectants used, 
however, react with naturally occur-
ring materials in the water to produce 
what are called disinfection byprod-
ucts (DBPs)—which may include 
nitrosamines. As many DBPs are 
considered to be potent carcinogenic 
(cancer-causing), the identification 
of nitrosamines has become a major 
area of interest for environmental sci-
entists, including Dr Xingfang Li, an 
associate professor with environmen-
tal health sciences at the University of 
Alberta.

“Population studies show some 
relationship between cancer risk and 
the disinfection process,” Li said.

Although many DBPs have already 
been detected, epidemiological stud-
ies suggest that these identified by-
products don’t explain the cancer risk. 
The researchers believe that there may 
be unidentified compounds, whose 
discovery could be crucial to insuring 
the safety of our water supplies. 

“The reason for the study is to see 
if the nitrosamines are in the water, 
discover how they are produced, and 
find ways to minimize their occur-
rence,” Li explained.  

Using a technique called Liquid 
Chromatography Tandem Mass 
Spectrometry, the researchers have 
successfully found some previously 

unidentified compounds. 
By using a column packed with 

a special material, the research-
ers were able to detect the mystery 
nitrosamines. Although water passed 
through the column readily, nitrosa-
mines in the water would stick to the 
column material. As some compounds 
stick better than others, and thus leav-
ing the column at different times, 
researchers were able to separate the 
nitrosamines as they pass through the 
instrument.

“Our method can detect a wider 
range of nitrosamines than other 
methods currently in use,” Li said.  

The method being used by the  
U of A scientists is able to detect con-
centrations as low as one-billionth 
of a gram for every liter of water. It’s 
unknown whether or not this low of 
a concentration poses any threat to 
the health of a population; however, 
concentrations can vary depending on 
how far away from a treatment plant 
the sample is taken.  

Since nitrosamines are a suspected 
byproduct of the disinfection process, 
the amount present in the water may 
depend on how long it has been in 
the water supply following the treat-
ment.  In fact, the researchers showed 
that in one study, the concentration 
of nitrosamines increased with dis-
tance from the treatment plant. Li 
explained that these factors were all 
important in judging the quality of 
the water.

“It is important to understand the 
source of the water, the treatment 
methods used and the distribution 
process.” Li said.  

Although the research raises ques-
tions regarding the safety of drink-
ing water, its motivation is to simply 
to gain a better understanding of the 
compounds found in the public water 
supply. 

“The point of the study is not to 
scare people but to do the basic sci-
ence required to insure high quality 
drinking water,” Li said.   

“All the business that we’ve lost 
from Monday to Wednesday, when 
we shut down the plant, is actually 
being picked up by RATT. So, RATT is 
having one of its best years in years,” 
Cunningham said, explaining that 
RATT has made $20 000 more since 
the beginning of the semester than it 
did during the the same period last 

year.
Despite the losses registered by the 

buffet and coffee shop, Cunningham 
said that there were no changes 
planned for the business plan when 
the second semester begins in 
January. He warned that only the 
financial figures from Septemeber 
and October were available, and 
that any changes in direction for the 

business would take more than two 
months to become apparent.

“This is a trial run, so we’re going to 
hold off [on major changes.] There’s 
really no plan to do [any] at this time. 
I think it’s important that we give this 
operation time to establish itself,” 
Cunningham said.

In the 2005/06 year, the Powerplant 
lost $173 495 in total.
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Researchers find harmful 
chemicals in drinking water
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