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Meet Sanjay.
To get the practical knowledge and real world experience 
to help him go global, Sanjay earned his Postgraduate
Certificate from Humber in International Marketing in only 
2 semesters. He now works as Director of Marketing for a
major Multinational Food Services Management company. 
We think he’s going places.
International Marketing, Postgraduate Certificate

Get what you want. Apply now.
Visit us at www.business.humber.ca

“I earned my undergraduate degree,
I want to

break some
boundaries”

now

Iʼm Sally Shmo and Iʼm 
terrified of spiders. 

I want to be an APIRG board 
member so I can hang out 
on the second floor of HUB.
I hear there arenʼt any 
spiders there.

VOTE FOR ME SO I DONʼT 
EVER HAVE TO SEE A 
SPIDER AGAIN.

Please?

Did I mention that Iʼm 
terrified of spiders? Ick.

Donʼt think Sallyʼs 
the best person to 

represent you?

Run for the

 
Board of Directors.

DEADLINE
FOR NOMINATIONS

FEBRUARY 14, 2007

cro@apirg.org
for more information

Nomination packages 
available at

SU Office (2nd Floor SUB)
APIRG Office (9111 HUB)

or online at

www.apirg.org

NICK 
FROST

I  love watching hall-of-fame cali-
bre athletes at the peak of their 
career as much as the next sports 

fanatic. However, some of these ath-
letes develop an annoying habit as 
they near the end of their glory days: 
ignoring the signs that say they should 
retire. Michael Jordan did it a few years 
back during his stint with the Wizards; 
Roger Clemens is currently in the 
midst of his on-and-off tenure with the 
Houston Astros, and now Green Bay 
Packers’ quarterback Brett Favre is offi-
cially following in their footsteps.

Earlier this week, the aging field 
general—whose heyday in the mid-
90s has long since passed—announced 
that he would be coming back for 
another painstaking season of lead-
ing a bunch of relative youngsters to 
another mediocre record in one of the 
NFL’s weakest divisions. Of course this 
comes as a shock after he spent the last 
two seasons talking about retiring. He 
even toyed with our emotions by shed-
ding a tear and whimpering about how 

great of a career it had been after Green 
Bay’s last game of the season against the 
Chicago Bears.

It can’t possibly be money that keeps 
some of these once-great, over-aged 
wonders hanging on because, let’s 
face it—unless their name is Darren 
McCarty—athletes have enough of it to 
use rolls of 20s instead of toilet paper. 
It could possibly be, as the old cliché 
goes, for the love of the game—but no 
amount of passion for any sport can 
overcome how frustrating it must be to 
play for a perennial loser.

The real reason that rest of these 
faded, worn-out athletes stick around is 
complete selfishness—and why not? I 
mean, if you were once the best player 
in your league, but suddenly declined 
in performance to the point that every-
one made little snide comments about 
it behind your back, wouldn’t you stick 
around for a few years longer than you 
should just to shut them up? Of course 
you would. You’d be an egotistical ass-
hole, but you’d be a rich, famous and 
talented egotistical asshole.

In Favre’s case, though, his decision 
will ultimately be more of a detriment 
to the Packers than anything. The quar-
terback position is generally regarded 
as the most important in football, 
and by not stepping aside, Favre isn’t 
allowing the Packers a proper chance 
to rebuild—something that, clearly, 

the team should be in the process of 
doing. Most of their main roster con-
sists of players that are only in their 
first few seasons—Favre being one of 
the few exceptions. Favre’s constant 
,“I’m not returning; okay, I am return-
ing,” routine keeps the Packers think-
ing that they’re secure at that position 
when, really, they should be grooming 
Aaron Rodgers into the starting role, 
much like Cincinnati did with Carson 
Palmer.

I’m not trying to imply that Brett 
Favre wasn’t once a great quarterback—
in fact, he’s probably one of the best of 
all time. But this is still the perfect time 
for Brett to retire: he ended this past 
season on a high note with an emphatic 
win over the NFC Champions, got an 
average team back to the .500 mark and 
did it at Lambeau field in front of all 
the cheeseheads. That’s about as good 
of a finish as he could’ve have possibly 
had at this point in his career—and 
yet, for some reason, he decided that 
one more year would do the trick (if, 
in fact, this is his last year). Well, he’s  
committed, and as long as he’s around, 
he will continue to have to try and prove 
the naysayers—like myself—wrong. 
And if somehow he does manage to 
raise the Pack back from the dead and 
take them to the Super Bowl, I’ll eat my 
hat—or, better yet, one of those stupid 
cheese-shaped hats.

Yo Brett Favruh, it’s time to retire, man

TREVOR PHILLIPS
Sports Writer

Before the streak-stopping double-
header that was last weekend’s 
sweep at the hands of Lethbridge, 
the Bears hockey team was in pretty 
good shape. Alberta (16-4-4) was six 
points up on Saskatchewan for first 
overall in Canada West, had locked 
up the Mountain Division for the 
eighth-straight year and were ready 
to set the rest of the season on cruise 
control.

The Bears set the dial but forgot 
to tell somebody to take the wheel, 
blowing both games, and a three-goal 
lead Saturday night. Their confer-
ence lead shrunk to two points and 
now there are rumblings that this late 
season glitch is a warning sign for the 
post-season.

None of those rumblings are 
coming from the Bears, however, who 
look at last weekend’s performance as 
a chance to regroup, refocus and get 
back to what has made them the most 
successful team of the past decade.

“I don’t think it’s a set back; I think 
it’s a learning situation for us. [Last 
weekend] showed us that, unlike the 
other teams in our conference, we’re 
not mentally playoff-ready,” Alberta 
head coach Eric Thurston said. “But 

if we stay to our system—and not 
freelance—we can be a very success-
ful club.”

“You always have to look at the pos-
itives after a weekend like that,” Bears 
assistant coach Serge Lajoie added. 
“Some players weren’t ready to work, 
and the weekend was a lesson that 
you have to show every opponent the 
same level of respect and prepare your 
mindset before each game.”

This late in the season, ideally, 
teams want to be slowly creeping 
their way into championship form by 
refining their systems, re-energizing 
their top scorers by playing the depth 
guys, and getting their goalie rested 
and ready for the crucial games that 
lay ahead. With the setback against 
the Pronghorns, the Bears coach-
ing staff is looking at this weekend’s 
Battle of Alberta as an opportunity 
to deal with their shortcomings and 
work on the little things.

“This whole week, [the coaching 
staff] has worked hard at getting posi-
tive efforts out of our guys so that we 
have a good first period in the first 
game this weekend,” Lajoie explained. 
“This weekend will be a defining 
weekend for us.”

“Developing good team habits and 
execution of the system is important,” 
Thurston echoed. “It has already 

started this week in practice and we 
hope it will start to roll as we build to 
have many successful weekends.”

For most, the debacle against 
Lethbridge was a shock and a reminder 
that you can never get too comfort-
able in Canada West. For the Bears, it’s 
serving as a chance to look at the other 
side of the coin.

“We have the personnel and the 
players to be effective,” Lajoie said. 
“We think of it as a flashlight: if you 
shine the light at your feet, you can 
never look too far ahead. The key is 
to get everyone looking in the same 
direction and committed to the system 
because we have the personnel to be 
successful.”

Thurston added that it’s also impor-
tant for the Bears to remember their 
identity as a team that uses their work 
ethic to let their superior talent take 
effect.

“We are a skilled team, but we have 
to remember that hard work will 
always win out; we have to take pride 
in competing and winning those one-
on-one battles,” he said. 

The action gets under way at 7:30pm 
on Friday night at Clare Drake Arena, 
and the second game will go at 7pm 
in Calgary. The latter will be Alberta’s 
last road game of the season, where 
the Bears have gone 9-5-0.

Ice Bears in recovery after sweep
MIKE OTTO

HANGING ON BY A THREAD It’s hard to win, even against Lethbridge, if you’re getting burned like Brian Woolger is.


