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COUNCIL  
FORUM
Written by Scott Lilwall

Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6pm. Council meetings 
are open to all students. The next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, 13 February.

PRESENTATIONS
Council was to hear a presentation on the 
financial history of the Students’ Union 
by General Manager Bill Smith. However, 
the presentation was postponed until 
next week to give time for councillors to 
look over the materials beforehand.

Another presentation, this one by 
Duncan Wojtaszek from the Council 
of Alberta University Students, gave a 
brief overview of the organization and 
its goals. He explained that CAUS, of 
which the SU is a member, focuses on 
advocacy efforts and petitioning the 
government on the behalf of students. A 
few questions were asked about the res-
ignation of the University of Athabasca 
from CAUS in November 2005, specifi-
cally on if it would increase the fees paid 
by the remaining members. Wojtaszek 
said that there was a planned increase of 
around five per cent, mostly to keep up 
with inflation.

QUESTION PERIOD
The first question of the night asked 
about the state of bilingualism at the 
University. Vice-President (Academic) 
Amanda Henry said that the French 
language was strong at the U of A, with 
news positions being created la Faculté 
Saint-Jean and considerable cooperation 
with the francophone campus.

VP (Student Life) Omer Yusuf answered 
a question about the possibility of the 
return of the Physical Activity Complex 
referendum question for the next election. 
He explained that there’s still a desire for 
a new complex, but it wouldn’t get off the 
ground without some sort of student fee. 
However, Yusuf said that he felt students 
gave a clear message last year that they 
were opposed to this idea when the initia-
tive to introduce a student fee towards its 
construction was defeated in the spring 
2006 referendum. 

Finally, a question was asked about dis-
crepancies between different faculties in 
regards to the student–professor ratio, and 
whether the SU had any plans of address-
ing it. Henry noted that the decisions of 
hiring were up to the individual faculties, 
and that it was important to keep in mind 
that different programs didn’t have the 
same needs or finances available.

COKE OR NO COKE
The Coca-Cola plebiscite question, pro-
posing the renewal of the Single Source 
Beverage Agreement, came up for a 
second reading, the last chance for revi-
sions prior to getting approval to be 
on the ballot for this year. A number of 
wording amendments were proposed, 
but all of them were defeated. The ques-
tion was passed unchanged, and will be 
put before students during the election 
from 7–8 March.

DFUS
A change to the way that student orga-
nizations collect funds from students 
was next on the agenda. The new pro-
cess required student groups funded by 
Dedicated Fee Units to give evidence to 
Council to prove that they were fulfill-
ing their mandates. The hope was that 
the changes would make the auditing 
process faster, as the Audit Committee 
wouldn’t need to track down these mate-
rials. Others felt that it wold be inefficient 
and unnecessary. Eventually, the motion 
was passed and Council moved on to 
other matters.

GRANT COMMITTEE
The next motion would give Grant 
Allocation Committee the ability to 
award up to $3500 from the Eugene L 
Brody Fund. Originally, the Committee 
was only able to give out $500 or less 
from the fund, which is funded by a dedi-
cate fee and is given out to campus chari-
ties. The motion was passed with little 
debate.

SMOKING
Finally, a motion that had been on the 
agenda for the past couple meetings 
came up for a vote. The proposition 
called for the repealing of the SU’s politi-
cal policy regarding the ban on the sale 
of tobacco products on campus. The 
supporters of the motion argued that 
the policy didn’t accurately reflect the 
feelings of students, and that it was up 
to expire at the end of April anyway. 
Others were uncomfortable with 
removing the policy after the plebiscite 
last year showed that students were in 
favour of a ban. However, some pointed 
out that the lack of a “no” campaign 
might have made the results of the votes 
suspect, as well as the small number of 
people who voted in the election—caus-
ing one of the Arts councillors to ask if 
“the fact that four Arts students voted 
us in” made their spot on Council less 
than legitimate.

But in the end, the motion was 
defeated, and political policy remained. 
The meeting was adjourned, and Council 
was done for the evening.

STREETERS

At his speech for 
National Day of Action, 
Avi Lewis said he 
believes tuition should 
be eliminated.

If you didn’t have to pay 
tuition, what would you 
do with the money?

Louise Korbeil
Agriculture and 

Forestry II

[I’d] probably [use it] to pay for my rent 
and my groceries, and have more fun.

Becky Porcina
Science III

I’m gonna sound like a girl if I say that 
honestly I’d probably go shopping.  

Adam Flanders 
Business III

I’d go boozing.   

Fraser Olsen
Science III

I’d go on a couple small trips. I’d probably 
go skiing and I’d probaly go see some 
music festivals in the States.
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SEEING DOUBLE SU VPs, Yusuf and Henry, represent students at Council, yo. 


