
2 NEWS

THE GATEWAY
tuesday, 13 february, 2007
volume XCVII number 34

Published since 21 november, 1910
Circulation 12 000
ISSN 0845-356X

Suite 3-04
Students’ Union Building

University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta

T6G 2J7

Telephone 780.492.5168
Fax 780.492.6665

Ad Inquiries 780.492.6700
E-mail gateway@gateway.ualberta.ca

editorialstaff
editor-in-chief Matt Frehner 
eic@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.5168

managing editor  Chloé Fedio 
managing@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6654

senior news editor Natalie Climenhaga 
news@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.7308

deputy news editor Scott Lilwall 
deputynews@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6664

opinion editor Adam Gaumont 
opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6661

arts & entertainment editor Amanda Ash 
entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.7052

sports editor Paul Owen 
sports@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6652

photo editor Krystina Sulatycki 
photo@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6648

design & production editor Mike Kendrick 
production@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6663

online coordinator Ryan Heise 
online@gateway.ualberta.ca

businessstaff
business manager Steve Smith 
biz@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6669

ad sales representative Patrick Cziolek 
sales@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6700

ad/graphic designer Lisa Lunn 
design@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6647

circulation pal Scott C Bourgeois
circulation pal Morgan Smith 
circulation@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6669

THE GATEWAY is published by the 
Gateway Student Journalism Society 
(GSJS), a student-run, autonomous, 

apolitical not-for-profit organization, 
operated in accordance with the 
Societies Act of Alberta.

THE GATEWAY is proud to 
be a founding member of the 
Canadian University Press.

complaints
Comments, concerns, or complaints about the 
Gateway’s content or operations should be first sent to 
the Editor-in-Chief at the address above. If the Editor-in-
Chief is unable to resolve a complaint, it may be taken 
to the Gateway Student Journalism Society’s Board of 
Directors; beyond that, appeal is to the non-partisan 
Society OmbudsBoard. The chairs of the Board of 
Directors and the OmbudsBoard can be reached at the 
address above.

copyright
All materials appearing in the Gateway bear copyright 
of their creator(s) and may not be used without written 
consent.

disclaimers
Opinions expressed in the pages of the Gateway are 
expressly those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Gateway or the Gateway Student 
Journalism Society.

Additionally, the opinions expressed in advertisements 
appearing in the Gateway are those of the advertisers 
and not the Gateway nor the Gateway Student 
Journalism Society unless explicitly stated.

colophon
The Gateway is created using Macintosh computers, 
Umax PowerLook 1000 flatbed scanners, and a Nikon 
Super Cool Scan optical film scanner. Adobe InDesign 
is used for layout. Adobe Illustrator is used for vector 
images, while Adobe Photoshop is used for raster 
images. Adobe Acrobat is used to create PDF files 
which are burned directly to plates to be mounted on 
the printing press. Text is set in a variety of sizes, styles, 
and weights of FENICE, Joanna, Kepler and Whitney.  
The Manitoban is the Gateway’s sister paper, and we 
love her dearly, though “not in that way.” The Gateway’s 
games of choice are Mario Cart=Double Dash and  
Pokemon.

contributors
Ross “the Women Won” Prusakowski, Lacina Desjarlais, 
Ramin Ostad, Olesia Plokhii, Mike Otto, Jaskaran 
Singh, Andrew Renfree, Jonn Kmech, Alyssa Pankin, 
Maria Kotovych, Carla Kavinta, Eamon McGrath, Joel 
Tiedemann, Victor Vargas, Kat Hutter, Patrick Ross, 
Jared Milne, Paul Knoechel, Matthew Barrett, Mike 
Robertson, Shaun Lyons, Chris Jung, Steve Garner, 
Norman Lau, Jeff Martin, Jonn Gagnon, Marie-Annick 
Jean, Weiyang Liu, Josh Nault, Jenny Frogner, Liz 
Durden, Tara Stieglitz, Kim Smith, Andrew Rurak, 
Johann Brown, Phil Head, Pete Yee, Ashley Scarlett

tuesday, 13 february, 2007

As you may be aware, tomorrow is Valentine’s Day  
and with it comes the Gateway’s annual Purity Test.

What’s the most debauched thing you plan on doing over Reading Week?
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Matthew 
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Connor 
MacDonald

Arts I

Brett Klein
Arts I

I’m going to get ridiculously loaded a lot. I’m going to snowboard drunk in 
Whistler.

I’ll be spending a whole day naked and 
seeing how many dead animals I can 
accumulate.

Mexican prostitutes.

Bryan 
Cunningham

Science II

The income-access gap was largely a 
result of factors other than finances, as 
84 per cent of the gap between youth 
from families of different income 
brackets was related to the differences 
in academic performance in high 
school, parents’ level of education and 
parental expectation. But even though 
financial constraints were a less impor-
tant factor, Frenette said it was still an 
important indication.

“Looking more retrospectively, a 
student who grows up in a low-income 
family, because their parents don’t have a 
whole lot of money, they might not have 
things like books around, they might 
not go to museums, they might not take 
in these type of cultural and learning  
activities, and as a result they may 
not perform so well academically in 
school,” Frenette said. “Money may 
matter from an earlier point in life in 
the sense that it may limit opportuni-
ties for learning in the early years.”

Frenette said that the results of the 
study suggest that the income divide in 
university participation is the outcome 
of factors that are present much earlier 
than when most youth begin to con-
sider university.

“To understand why lower-income 
youth are less likely to go on, I think 
we need to go back to the early years 
and understand why they don’t develop 
as well in the academic arena,” Frenette 
said.

A recent study conducted at the 
University of Alberta on the literacy of 
young children born into low-income 
families, whose parents have low levels 
of education, may have some answers.

Dr Linda Phillips, professor in the 
Department of Elementary Education at 
the U of A, and director of the Canadian 
Centre for Research on Literacy, collab-
orated on a longitudinal study of par-
ents who don’t complete high school, 
and found that they’re more likely 
to have children who struggle with  
reading and writing.

The study tested the reading and 
writing ability of the preschool-
ers over the course of four years to 
examine the benefits of a parent-child 
literacy intervention for families of 
low-educational and low-income 
backgrounds.

“This study points to the very, very 
crucial point of us concentrating on 
having our high-school students finish 
high school,” she said, explaining that 
parents without a high-school educa-
tion are unable to teach their children 
fundamental concepts before they enter 

the public school system.
The study showed that each grade a 

parent complete in high school resulted 
in a significant improvement in their 
child’s reading and writing abilities. 
She went on to say that intervening at 
the preschool age could help children 
before they fall behind.

“We can help these families and 
there is indeed no need for these chil-
dren to wait until they go to school 
before somebody decides that they are 
children who are at risk of failure in 
school,” Phillips said.

Reading abilities affected by parents’ educations
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THEY DON’T GROW ON TREES Statistics Canada study outlines correlation between income brackets and education.


