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I know this may come as a shock to 
some of you Oilers fans out there—
especially those over the age of 
30—but the gigantic handjob that the 
City of Edmonton is collectively giving 
Mark Messier this week is just way 
over the top.

The retirement ceremony taking 
place before tonight’s game is one 
thing. Only a select few jerseys of past 
Oiler greats—Gretzky, Kurri, Coffey, 
Fuhr and, oh yeah, Al Hamilton—hang 
from the Rexall rafters, and Messier is 
deservingly going to be among them. 
I can even see his hometown naming 
a portion of St Albert Trail after their 
prodigal son.

But the excess of extra-curricular 
activities that surround this long-
awaited ceremony is more than I 
can take. There was the intimate 
“Celebrating #11” love-in held last 
night at the Winspear Centre, which 
was surely a gag-inducing spectacle 
to behold. 

For its part, the Edmonton Journal 
has been going all-out with five straight 
days of Messier coverage, pumping 
out no less than 16 pages of exclusive 
Moose-related material on Sunday 
(including a graphic novel!)—and all 
this on top of their full-blown Sports 
section coverage.

Of course, Edmonton’s sad-sack 
baby-bomer fans, still stuck in the 
glory days of the past and now with 
more money than they know what 
to do with, aren’t exactly blameless 
in all this either. Their unquenchable 
thirst for all things ’80s has now cul-
minated in this: a pathetic deification 
of so-called hockey royalty that shows 
just how small-time Edmonton can be 
after all. 

I think I can smell the mullet grease 
in Churchill Square from here.

ADAM GAUMONT
 

The Gym Bag is a highly irregular fea-
ture blatantly stolen from the Opinion 
section.
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bagPandas give UBC a pucking beating

TREVOR PHILLIPS
Sports Writer

For the Pandas hockey squad, this 
weekend’s Canada West semifinal 
was a stepping stone towards the 
another conference crown. For the 
UBC Thunderbirds, it was a baby step 
towards respectablilty.

The much more talented, faster 
and stronger Pandas bulldozed over 
the younger T-Birds in two-straight 
games, 9–0 Friday and 5–0, Saturday 
to advance to their sixth straight 
Canada West final. On the other side 
of the rink, the T-Birds, who were 
making their first appearance in the 
post-season since 2001, did as much as 
possible to delay a motivated Alberta 
squad, leaving their head coach, Dave 
Newson, proud of their effort despite 
being held off the scoresheet on the 
weekend.

“We look at this as a positive for 
our young team and a chance to gain 
some valuable playoff experience,” 
he said. “You might as well get your 
feet wet against a team like Alberta, 
who has been to six straight National 
Championships.”

Most notable for the ’Birds was the 
play of goalie Melinda Choy, who 
made 74 saves on 84 shots in five 
periods of work over the two games.

“She is a great goalie and she is 
going to be a great goalie for as long 
as she is in this league,” Pandas head 
coach Howie Draper remarked. “Our 
game plan was to get a lot of rubber at 
the net and battle hard for rebounds. 
Overall, I thought we did a pretty 
good job of that.”

Despite the effort by Choy, the 
Pandas juggernaut offence was just 
too much for UBC to handle. In total, 
the Pandas directed 103 shots on goal 
in the two games; 14 different players 
recorded a point—including Lindsay 
MacAlpine, who lead all scorers with 
five goals, and Tarin Podloski, who 
picked up seven assists—and went 
7–23 on the power play. Meanwhile, 
the Thunderbirds managed only 13 
shots against Panda keeper Holly 

Tarleton and racked up 46 total pen-
alty minutes. Friday’s game was par-
ticularly penalty ridden, putting UBC 
at a large disadvantage and frustrating 
Newson.

“It was a disgrace,” Newson said. 
“[Game one] looked like a pre-season 
game out there. We had a game plan 
for [the Pandas], and it was out the 
window on the very first shift; taking 
away the ability to play five-on-five 
and establish any kind of flow.”

In total there were 22 penalties 
called by head referee Ryan Wass, 
who—according to Draper—was 
being critiqued on the game, which 
resulted in more power plays.

“Well, the ref was being evaluated; 

with the [emphasis on the] new rules, 
I think that’s what he was doing. In 
different [cities] there are different 
standards of officiating. Edmonton 
officials seem to follow the rules to 
a T. Unfortunately, the reality is if 
the rules were more consistent play-
ers could adjust accordingly,” Draper 
said.

Pandas assistant captain Tarin 
Podloski agreed with her coach and 
felt the quality of the games would 
be better if the players could adjust 
better to the rules.

“I’m used to [the tight officiat-
ing] having played with the under-22 
[National team] but it is frustrating 
when one referee calls a ton of penalties 

one night, and the next night another 
referee doesn’t call any,” Podloski said. 
“The thing is, in women’s hockey, 
they’re so smart with the puck and skate 
so well that, if players could adjust, the 
game would be faster and more fun to 
watch.”

In Saturday’s affair, veteran offi-
cial Ray Berezitzky was blowing the 
whistle, and the result was fewer pen-
alties, more flow and a more exciting 
contest, though Alberta once again 
proved they were the better team.

“[This weekend] was a good step-
ping stone for us.” Draper said. “I was 
quiet happy with our execution and our 
energy but I still think it could be better 
and will have to be next weekend.”

KRYSTINA SULATYCKI

THAT’S HOW YOU SCORE THREE GOALS Lindsay McAlpine drives to the net as UBC goalie Melinda Choy redirects the 
puck into the corner on Friday night. McAlpine scored five goals in two games as the Pandas knocked off the T-Birds.


