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For more reasons to choose a health career in 
Saskatchewan, visit
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Woynorowski. who in her ruling  
levied no penalty aginst the Yes side, 
pointed to past precedent.

“When we voted on the Coke plebi-
scite in 1998, we didn’t make them stop 
selling Coke on campus,” Woynorowski 
said in an interview. 

Cosanna Preston, a volunteer for the 
No side who filed the complaint, said 
it was meant to bring attention to what 
she felt was a double standard.

“We do think that it is kind of ridic-
ulous that the Coca-Cola materials on 
campus would be considered pre-
campaigning. But we also think that 
it’s kind of ridiculous that the material 
that was up before hand, in regards to 
Ray Roger’s talk on Colombia would 
be considered pre-campaigning,” 
Preston said, referencing posters and 
fliers given out by an International 
Week speaker.

A ruling earlier this month 
deemed those materials—some 
of which directed students to the 
website of Students Against Killer 
Coke(SAKCoke), a group opposed to 
the company’s business practices—to be  

pre-campaigning and asked SAKCoke 
to remove them. When they were not 
removed, Woynorowski fined the No 
side $900.

The second complaint argued that an 
opinion article printed in the Gateway 
also unfairly influenced the election. 
Alejandro Pachon, also a member 
of the No campaign, said that Ross 
Prusakowski’s article (“Just say No to 
SAKCoke,” 13 February) encouraged 
students to vote for the Yes side.

“In the article, Prusakowski makes [a] 
connection between SAKCoke and the 
No side, and there is only one way to say 
no to SAKCoke in the plebiscite—and 

that is to vote yes,” he said.
As with the first ruling, Woynorowski 

assessed no penalties. She cited  pre-
cious decisions made by DIE Board, 
which found that articles printed in 
the Gateway don’t fall under campaign 
restrictions.

“Gateway writers, for the purposes 
of elections, have never been consid-
ered volunteers, nor have their columns 
been considered acts of campaigning,” 
said the ruling, quoting former CRO 
Matthew Hough.

However, both Preston and Pachon 
disagreed with the CRO’s decision. 
Though not noted in the complaint, 
Preston added that the factual errors in 
Prusakowski’s article (see retraction, 
page 2) may have left students with the 
wrong impression.

“[W]e think that [Woynorowski’s] 
defence of newspapers and opinion 
articles are, in general, correct; but just 
not in this case,” Preston said. “It doesn’t 
matter if you’re an official volunteer, or 
what the intention is, it’s how it poten-
tially effects the student body. Especially 
with these factual errors, [this article] is 
a serious concern to us.”

For the Americans, McKenna noted, 
security isn’t just one of many important 
issues, but rather a prism through which 
the country views many others, mean-
ing that atters like international trade 
and immigration are coloured by this 
US preoccupation.

“Canada’s danger then, as now, is 
that we don’t get side-swiped in that 
immigration debate which primarily 
revolves around their southern border. 
The bottom line is that we don’t have 
a problem [with illegal immigration] 
along the northern border and yet we 

get drawn into that debate in order to 
create moral equivalency,” McKenna 
said. “People in the United States say 
we have to fix our borders—not our 
southern border, but our borders.”

In order to keep the Canada–US rela-
tionship strong and both economies 
running, McKenna suggests that more 
of the relationship between the coun-
tries needs to be institutionalized in 
agreements to remove politics from the 
equation. He also said that Canada needs 
to “remind [the US] more oftenly, more 
visibly and more vocally” how good 
the relationship is and how important 
a trading partner we are. However, 
McKenna also believes that Canadians 
need to make a change of their own.

“It bothers me as well that we have as 
much paranoia as we do about giving 
up our sovereignty to the United States 
of America,” McKenna said. “I think 
that sovereignty is as much a state of 
mind as anything, and in Canada and 
as Canadians we should be proud of 
our country and have more confidence 
in our country.”

Two nations have different 
views on security: McKenna
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No penalties in election complaints

“People in the United 
States say we have to 
fix our borders—not 
our southern border, 
but our borders.”

FRANK MCKENNA

“When we voted on the 
Coke plebiscite in 1998, 
we didn’t make them 
stop selling Coke on 
campus.”
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