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Want to make a difference in 
the lives of the next generation? 
You can do that here. 

Concordia’s Bachelor of 
Education (After Degree) is an 
innovative two-year program 
designed to prepare teachers 
for a challenging and rewarding 
career in Alberta’s elementary 
schools. Our program is highly 
recognized for excellence in 
teacher preparation by teachers 
and school jurisdictions across 
North America.

youcandothathere.com

Increased student 
fees likely: Chapman

“A big issue for a lot of students, espe-
cially for rural students, [is] finding a 
place to live in Edmonton,” Cournoyer 
pointed out. Not only is affordability 
an issue [when] moving from smaller 
communities to Edmonton to go to 
school; you have all your costs of living, 
tuition costs, the cost of books.”

Another issue that will affect the 
affordability of housing for students is 
the 10 per cent residence rent increase 
effective 1 May, 2007.

The Affordable Housing Task Force 
was created on 1 February, 2007 by 
the provincial government to address 
the housing crisis and to hear the con-
cerns and suggestions of citizens across 
Alberta.

Len Webber, MLA for Calgary-
Foothills and Chair of the task force, 
stated that the panel has listened to the 
concerns of student representatives 

across Alberta and acknowledges that 
it’s difficult for students to find places 
to live.

“Student housing is on the table and 
it is a concern. Students everywhere 
are having difficulty finding places to 
stay while they’re in school,” Webber 
acknowledged. “One thing unique 
about students is that a lot of them 
only require housing for eight months 
of the year. That makes it more diffi-
cult, because a lot of landlords nowa-
days want more than an eight month 
[commitment].”

Cournoyer also proposed to the task 
force that the provincial government 
reduce or eliminate the municipal 
property tax that’s currently imposed 
on University residences.

“It’s up to the tune of about  
$900 000 a year that the University 
pays in property taxes in residences,” 
Cournoyer noted. “We believe that 

alleviating that $900 000 a year will 
allow the University and residences to 
use [the money] to preserve afford-
ability and to address a lot of the 
deferred maintenance issues.”

A one-time endowment from the 
provincial government to help the 
University with the maintenance and 
upkeep of residences was also pro-
posed by the SU.

“The provincial government 
[should] provide funding so that the 
University can deal with a lot of the 
deferred maintenance; it’s very evident 
in a lot of the residences,” Cournoyer 
explained.

The task force visited nine locations 
throughout Alberta from 16 February 
to 2 March, and a final report of rec-
ommendations and solutions will be 
submitted to Ray Danyluk, Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing on 
19 March.

LIZ DURDEN AND TAYLOR MERRITT

NOT-SO-EASY COME, EASY GO Students looking to rent near campus have to overcome record low vacancy rates.
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Students brainstorm housing ideas
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“It was my feeling ... that Council 
remuneration has a very well founded 
promise: making Council more effec-
tive, and specifically making councillors 
more effective,” Tieman said.

But, ultimately, a close 11–14 vote 
defeated the recommendation to 
repeal renumeration.

The BFC’s second recommenda-
tion, to once again allow the SU to 
sell tobacco in its businesses, saw less 
debate before its defeat. The restriction 
had originally been put in place May 
2006 as a reaction to an SU plebiscite 
supporting a smoking ban on campus. 
The recommendation to revive cigarette 
sales in SU-run businesses was defeated 
by a solid majority of Council.

By far the bulk of debate during 
Council Tuesday night was reserved for 
the suggestion to eliminate the fund-
ing for ECOS, which focuses on envi-
ronmental and sustainability issues on 
campus, as well as providing services like 

a bike library and community gardens 
to students. Chapman explained why 
ECOS was singled out for cuts.

“ECOS as it was, we felt was not effec-
tive. We had a task force reviewing [it.] 
It does take up its chunk of the budget, 
a fairly large one,” Chapman said.

Some, like Vice-President (Operations 
and Finance) Chris Cunningham, sug-
gested ECOS be eliminated, but that 
to compensate environmental issues 
become a greater focus of the SU’s 
advocacy initiatives.

“If sustainability and the environ-
ment are an important priority of 
this SU, then they can direct their 
advocacy efforts in that direction,” he 
said. “I don’t think [one can] justify  
$35 000 towards a bike library.”

But, Yusuf, who oversees the pro-
gram, feels ECOS’ advantages would be 
lost if it turned to pure advocacy.

“ECOS should still exist as a service, it 
should have that direct link to students. 
[That’s] not some thing we have in the 
advocacy department,” Yusuf said.

When it came down to the ECOS 
vote, Council decided by a slim margin 
not to eliminate its funding. Council 
then adjourned without voting on 
the actual budget principles. The vote 
will be held on a special meeting on 
Tuesday, 13 March. In the meantime, 
the principles will head back to BFC for 
a new approach, which Chapman said 
will most likely involve an increase in 
student fees.

“I wish that I could think of some-
thing else to do other than raising fees. 
But, with the amount that we have to 
make up, I think that it’s a definite 
possibility,” she said.
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THERESA CHAPMAN, BUDGET 
AND FINANCE COMMITEE
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