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Students’ Union VP (Operations and Finance) Chris Cunningham recently bought three hookahs to 
have available for student use in the Powerplant. The idea was rejected by the other Executive members. 

Do you think the ’Plant should have hookahs?

STREETERS

Compiled and photographed by Steve Smith and Krystina Sulatycki 

Doug Rawlik 
Physical 

Education I

Caleigh Leighton
Arts I

Patrick Seal 
Science I

It could be a good idea. I wouldn’t use it.  
I have a friend who’s a sprinter and he 
might use it.

If it keeps the ’Plant open and people can 
relax, that’s cool with me. I don’t want it 
to close. 

If it makes people come to the ’Plant, then 
I think it’s a good idea. It’s a good venue, 
and I don’t want to lose it. I might try it.

I didn’t realize there was a great demand 
for hookahs on campus. I haven’t seen 
any around.  It’s definitely aimed at a spe-
cific group.

Kristen McNally 
Education I

“Governments have often divided 
the education departments into the 
K–12, and then the postsecondary 
[sphere], so there’s not often a lot of 
bridging between the two,” Berger 
said. “The transition from secondary 
schools to postsecondary in our view 
should be as seamless as it is from 
elementary to secondary. And that 
would really require a substantial 
change from the thinking of the way 
we’re running the sector, because it 
means that high-school teachers and 
high-school students and high-school 
parents have to start thinking about 
where are the kids going to go, what 
comes after high school?”

University of Alberta Provost Dr 
Carl Amrhein declined to comment 
because he has yet to read the founda-
tion’s report. However, Berger urges all 
Canadian postsecondary institutions 
to take an invested interest into the 
future of enrolment, and help provide 
and increase education accessibility to 
all demographics.

“I understand that universities and 
colleges may look at their full institu-
tions now and say we don’t have any-
thing to worry about. But if they look 

15 or 20 years down the line, look at 
the needs of the country, then it’s clear 
that there’s a need for action,” Berger 
said.

However, U of A Students’ Union 
Vice-President (External) Dave 
Cournoyer stressed that regardless of 
a potential population shift, accessibil-
ity to postsecondary education needs 
to be addressed in Alberta.

“A lot of what they’re talking about 
[in the report]—targeting more 
students from lower income and 
under-represented groups such as 
aboriginal students, and, especially 
here in Alberta, rural students—is 
endemic of a larger postsecond-
ary issue. We should be doing this 
anyway,” he said. 

Cournoyer also noted that increas-
ing accessibility can only be tackled by 
improving the affordability of a post-
secondary education.

“Price sends a strong message for 
a lot of students,” Cournoyer said, 
explaining that this is especially 
true for students from lower income  
backgrounds.

“The sticker shock can be a huge 
deterrent for a lot of students.”

with files from Natalie Climenhaga

Accessibility a core 
problem: Cournoyer 
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VP says bust or no bust,  PSE needs to be a priority

NEWS BRIEF
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY HELD 
AT FUTURE U OF A SCIENCE CENTRE
University of Alberta President Indira 
Samarasekera handled heavy equip-
ment during the ground-breaking cer-
emony for the new Centennial Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies (CCIS), set for 
completion in 2010.

“The purpose [of CCIS] is to provide 
high quality learning and research for 
graduate and undergraduate students,” 
Samarasekera said, adding that the  need 
for more student access in the Faculty of 
Science propelled building the centre.

“We have been experiencing rapid 

increases in demand for access to 
advanced education in science, and 
[CCIS] is our response,” said Greg Taylor, 
Faculty of Science Dean.

He said that the centre would provide 
space for an additional 1200 under-
graduate students and 500 graduate 
students each year, and will facilitate 
interdisciplinary research activities and 
studies between the science faculty and 
students.

“People will literally be able to see sci-
ence occurring all around them. This is 
where we think the key discoveries of the 
future will be found. Make no mistake, 
these discoveries will change our lives,” 
Taylor said.

Olesia Plokhii, News Staff
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BABY GOT BACKHOE U of A President Indira Samarasekera gets hands on.


