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Give us one good reason to vote in this 
year’s Councillor elections, and we’ll 
turn this leaky deathship around.
OPINION, PAGE 9

A Marked departure
Mark Wahlberg is leaving behind 
those Rockstar days for better films—
like his latest, entitled Shooter.
A&E, PAGE 14
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SWIPED If you find money missing from your account, you’re not alone. Debit skimming is increasingly commonplace.

SCOTT LILWALL
Deputy News Editor

A recent rash of banking information 
thefts in the University area has the 
police and banks warning students 
to keep an eye on who’s checking out 
your PIN.

“I just got a phone call from my 
bank, asking if I had been using my 
[debit] card in Québec,” said Josiah 
Hiemstra a technical theatre student 
at the U of A. “I told them I hadn’t, 
and they said that someone had been 
trying to access my account.”

Hiemstra was lucky to that no 
money was taken from his account. 
However, not everyone was so for-
tunate. According to the Edmonton 
Police Service, over 400 people in the 
University area have reported having 
their debit card information stolen. EPS 
suspects that the accounts are being 
accessed through “debit skimming” at 
the Wendy’s/Tim Hortons restaurant 

located just off campus on 84 Avenue 
and 112 Street. While they share the 
same building, only the Wendy’s por-
tion of the business was named as the 
suspected source of the thefts.

“They put in dummy terminals ... 
that [have been] revamped to steal 
the information when they swipe 
the card,” said Bob Gauthier, a detec-
tive with the economic crimes unit. 
“So, basically I swipe your card in the 
store, and there is a guy in the parking 
lot getting your information.”

Gauthier said that advances in tech-
nology, such as Bluetooth and dummy 
terminals, make it easier for thieves 
to gain and record the information 
located on the debit card’s magnetic 
strip. And by using pinhole cam-
eras and overlays, which fits over the 
keypad on the debit machine, they’re 
able record PINs. The ease of using 
these tactics, he says, may be one of 
the reasons that debit skimming seems 
to be on the rise.

“[Debit cards] are everywhere,” 
he said. “We have it bad here, [but] 
in Calgary and Vancouver [debit  
skimming] is out of control. In other 
parts of the world, it’s nuts.”

Hiemstra pointed out that he wasn’t 
the only one at his TD Canada Trust 
branch that got hit by the skimmers.

“When I went in, they said that I 
was probably the seventh person to 
come in that day looking to get [his 
card] changed,” Hiemstra said. “They 
got a lot of people.”

Second-year Education student 
Tia Methuen’s information was also 
taken, although she believes that it 
wasn’t recorded at the Wendy’s loca-
tion. While just $80 was taken from 
her account, she said that the incident 
was disturbing.

“It’s scary, definitely,” she said. “I 
honestly have only used the card three 
times since it happened. I’m definitely 
trying to be more careful.”

Campus hit by debit card crime
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ASA dissolves 
after Exec quits

Teen porn use exposed

VICTOR VARGAS
News Staff

A study performed by University of 
Alberta researcher Sonya Thompson 
has shown that more than one-
third of 13-year-old boys in Alberta 
have viewed Internet porn. The 
results have prompted some to call 
for schools to start tackling the  
controversial issue.

“I don’t think that parents are 
doing a good job at explaining things 
at home because I think there is an 
assumption that the schools will take 
care of it, and yet there is little-to-no 
training for teachers who teach sex 
education. The U of A has one of the 

only courses in the country who pre-
services teachers [for sexual educa-
tion],” Thompson said. 

She went on to explain that the 
study analyzed the responses from 
429 Grade 8 students with a median 
age of 13.5. The survey considered 
accurate within one percentage point, 
19 times out of 20.

When asked about the responsibil-
ity of the pornography industry itself, 
Thompson expressed doubt that the 
it could be held accountable. 

However, she did say that media 
providers such as Internet, satellite 
and digital cable services should be 
helping parents to limit their chil-
dren’s access to porn via technolo-
gies such as Net Nanny, Bess or other 
blocking programs. Still, according 
to the study, only 13 per cent of stu-
dents indicated that their homes used 
such systems. 

According to Thompson, even the 
best blocking technology is meaning-
less without conscientious parental 
involvement.

“I think that parents need to be 
talking to their kids about what they 
are doing online and what they’re 
watching,” Thompson said. 

Albertan boys watch Internet porn regularly: study 

NATALIE CLIMENHAGA
Senior News Editor

A slew of resignations has forced the 
Arts Students Association to fold, but 
a month after dissolution students are 
still trying to decide what should be 
done. 

“The organization was in shambles,” 
former ASA vice-president (programs) 
Candice Malcolm said. “Basically all of 
our Executive kept quitting and there 
was pretty much no hope.”

The ASA’s dissolution came at the end 
of a long road plagued with problems 
that threw the organization’s credibility 
into question. Last April, the ASA had to 
hold a new election on the last two days 
of classes after concerns were raised that 
an oversight may have given students 
multiple votes, invalidating the first elec-
tion. Two months later, $4000 from the 
9 June, 2006 Arts students’ graduation 
banquet went missing and Edmonton 
Police Service was called in to investi-
gate. The case remains unsolved. 

By the end of last semester Malcolm, 
along with VP (operations and 
finance) Noah Dolgoy, VP (external) 

Sarah Colpitts and VP (academic) Erin 
Hamilton, had quit their positions, 
leaving ASA President Tim Schneider 
to dissolve the organization as it no 
longer met quorum as outlined in its 
constitution.

Malcolm, who was elected in April 
2006 and was the last VP to resign at the 
end of the fall semester, explained that, 
by the time she quit, she felt the ASA had 
become illegitimate.

“I was discouraged and basically when 
I resigned I sat Tim down for about two 
hours and explained to him what was 
wrong with the organization,” Malcolm 
said, adding that she advised Schneider 
that in order for the organization to have 
any legitimacy it had to either hold re-
elections or be delegislated and have 
something new come up in its place.

“I think that parents 
need to be talking to 
their kids about what 
they are doing online 
and what they’re 
watching.”

SONYA THOMPSON, 
U OF A RESEARCHER
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“The organization was 
in shambles.”

CANDICE MALCOLM, 
FORMER ASA VP (PROGRAMS)
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