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ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI

I t’s the dorky little brother that 
nobody pays attention to—the 
rarely informative and never excit-

ing Students’ Council elections. In the 
past, I’d expound upon why students 
should care about Council and its 
decisions. I would have told you that 
what they do is important and serves 
as a rare opportunity for students to 
try and effect change on campus, and 
that you should get informed on who’s 
running before you vote.

But after having spent four years 
observing Students’ Council and 
watching up close the train wreck that 
is this year’s edition, I don’t believe I 
could in good conscience urge stu-
dents to care. Because if this year has 
proven anything, it’s that our elected 
councillors shun making the tough 
but necessary decisions to ensure that 
students and their union can prosper 
on campus, and that they don’t care 
enough about their positions to con-
sult with the students they represent.

While their failure to address the  
Powerplant issue is the most promi-
nent display of Council’s ineptitude, 
this was far from an isolated incident. 
Perhaps the most egregious example 
was the recent decision to continue 

councillor pay and increase the pay 
of the Chief Returning Officer. This 
would have meant that the SU would 
be in the red next year, but being 
the principled organization that it is, 
there’s a mandate in place against run-
ning a deficit; instead, Council solved 
this problem in the most efficient and 
logical way: by voting to allow an 
increase in SU fees.

These are major decisions that will 
have an impact on students—and, 
with councillor pay in place, one that 
councillors can’t be expected to make 
an unbiased decision on. Yet aside 
from the other students in the room 
last Council meeting, councillors 
didn’t care enough about their peers 
to consult them or find out what their 
views were on the proposed cuts.

But if they did have the decency to 

consult members of the student body, 
councillors likely would have found 
a demand for them to grow a spine 
and direct the Executive to make some 
cuts, starting with Council itself. In 
the last four years, various editions of 
Council have voted themselves perks 
like paid attendance, food at every 
meeting and an SU employee dedi-
cated to Students’ Council—all costs 
that have helped balloon the budget. 
Cut all of these extras and make the 
tough but necessary decision to close 
the ’Plant, and councillors would have 
done themselves and the students that 
voted for them proud.

Instead, after four years of urging 
people to get informed and care about 
the people asking for your vote, I 
can’t get up on that soapbox anymore. 
Despite the fact that most of this year’s 
candidates will promise to repre-
sent your views and fight against fee 
increases, these are the same promises 
that I’ve seen ring hollow year after 
year when tough decisions need to be 
made.

Councillors will always want have 
their cake and eat it too, meaning 
they’re willing to trade raising stu-
dent fees and the dissention of their 
peers just to get out of a Council meet-
ing quicker and avoid spending a few 
extra hours trying to reach a difficult 
conclusion. Just like the little brother 
that always tags along despite getting 
continually stuffed into a garbage can, 
Council and its elections will always 
be the same: ignored and disdained, 
but still there year after year. 

It’s over between us, Council

In the last four years, 
various editions of 
Council have voted 
themselves perks 
like paid attendance, 
food at every meeting 
and an SU employee 
dedicated to Students’ 
Council—all costs that 
have helped balloon 
the budget.

That ‘other’ SU election will soon be taking place, but if this year’s councillors 
have been any indication, we have even more reason to be apathetic

VICTOR 
VARGAS

T he Students’ Union Executive 
has been selected, but there’s 
still one more election to go. 

Still to be decided is Students’ Council, 
the members of parliament that is our 
student government, if you will. And 
with any luck, this year’s young and 
exceptional candidates running for 
Council will learn from the mistakes 
of SU runners-up.

No better example of a natural poli-
tician exists on campus than recent 
SU-president hopeful Cody Lawrence. 
During election week, he was every-
where. Whenever you walked through 
Tory-Business Atrium, he’d drop right 
in front of you and start gabbing. Had 
you walked to SUB immediately after-
wards, you may have noticed his abil-
ity to bend the fabric of space and time 
to accost you there once again.

But rather than discuss with you the 
“issues” with the SU and the “realistic 
goals” he had planned, he would try 
and sell himself completely. I remem-
ber when I was walking down HUB 
with this absolutely amazing girl, 
when suddenly Lawrence appeared 
from the shadows to greet us and 
talk about his campaign. I was simply 
astonished by the fact that no matter 
how many “get out of here” head nods 
I used or how much I mouthed the 

words “go away,” he persisted with his 
message. He even dived into his pock-
ets for a pamphlet just for her. Even 
though his cock-block lost my vote, at 
least he made his message clear.

In contrast to Lawrence, Amanda 
Henry showed us how you can gather 
votes simply by appearing smart. 
Henry has this special look to her—a 
look that makes you think she’s intel-
lectual. So much so, in fact, that she 
could walk into a class, pretend to be 
a substitute professor and start lectur-
ing—and no one would question her. 
Another lesson Henry showed us was 
how to use previous experience to 
hammer through your message. But 
the truth is that most students don’t 
have a clue as to what Vice-President 
(Academic) does. 

By stating her experience in the role 
and having her volunteers consistently 
cite SU reports that you’ll never read, 
they can make voters assume, “My God, 
she’s practically entitled to the job!” She 
didn’t even need to hang around her 
booth to gather votes; all she had to 
do was continue her “I’m smarter than 
you message” and she completely won 
over the poser voters (read: people 
who skim pamphlets and make their 
decision on who looks smarter, then 
pass it off as an informed decision). 

Fortunately, such posers were few and 
far between this year, as Henry lost 
handily to Lister Prez Michael Janz.

Yes, “Janz the Man” was the clear 
winner in this election—you Council 
hopefuls should probably follow his 
methods the closest. Janzie-style politics 
involves gathering momentum against 
problems that don’t actually exist, all 
through sheer determination. Janz 
managed to make professors and grad-
uate students who can’t speak English 
an issue this election, and he should 
get mad props for it—or should I say, 
“hearty congratulatory remarks.” Even 
the dreamy eyes of past SU prez Matt 
Bretchtel couldn’t pull that one off.

But perhaps the biggest thing Janz 
proved this election was that Lister 
matters. Just as we saw first with Jordan 
Blatz two years ago, those Listerites 
stick together and vote for their own. 
So when you decide where you are 
going to live next year, consider Lister 
not as a home, but an investment in 
your political future.

I wish you luck, SU councillors of 
the future—but I’m sure you’ll do just 
fine. Just remember that this isn’t an 
election about “issues” or “sanity”—
these elections are popularity contests, 
where the person who can acquire the 
most friends on Facebook wins.

“I was simply astonished by the fact that no matter 
how many ‘get out of here’ head nods I used or how 
much I mouthed the words ‘go away,’ he persisted 
with his message. He even dived into his pockets for a 
pamphlet just for her. Even though his cock-block lost 
my vote, at least he made his message clear.”

Council hopefuls can learn from 
executives’ election mistakes


