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Rocktography’s worth a thousand guitar solos
Rocktography
Friday, 23 March at 8pm
Orange Hall (10335–84 Ave)

KELSEY TANASIUK

Arts & Entertainment Writer

When taking concert photos, it’s
important to watch one’s head. You
just never know what might happen.
“I was taking photos and I almost
got hit by a keyboard cover,” explains
Krystle Gan, a University of Alberta
student and one of the eight photographers contributing to the upcoming concert photo exhibit, entitled
Rocktography. “The musician threw
his keyboard lid to me and it almost
knocked me out. It was kind of a
funny moment. I don’t know if it’s
worthy to be quoted in the newspaper, though.”
While being nearly decapitated in
front of a crowd of screaming fans
might be a downfall of being a concert
photographer, there are deﬁnitely beneﬁts to it. Not only do you get to listen
to your favourite music while depicting
to the rest of the audience what they
might not see beyond the tall guy in
front, but you also get to share your art
work with other photographers.
“I don’t think there’s ever been
anything really quite like this,” Gan

says about the exhibit, adding that
the show plays on the natural curiosity all concert goers all have. “You’ll
see some of the photographers taking
photos at shows, and you wonder
what kind of photos they are and
how they turned out.”
And while the photography is the
main focus of the show, local promoter and Rocktography organizer
Kristin Cheung says that a little bit of
accompanying music doesn’t hurt.
“[Rocktography] is important
because it fuses together art and music
in a super-mega-awesome show,”
Cheung says. “The performers are solo
musicians from local bands doing their
own thing. The photographers are
showcasing their work that wouldn’t
normally be shown in a music setting.
It’s the kind of event that that doesn’t
happen very often and something neat
and kind of quirky as opposed to a
generic rock show.”
While it’s not as risky photographing say, a very hungry tiger, getting
the shot you want at a live show presents its share of challenges. With so
much going on, framing your picture can be rough, especially at more
up-tempo shows. Every concert has
a different energy, and subjects are
quite unpredictable; there’s really no
telling if they’ll have any charisma

until you see them. Now take all these
problems and try to make some art.
“It can be challenging to actually
have a kind of style,” Gan explains. “It’s
easy to just take the same, vapid, boring
stock photos. I think for a photographer
who wants to actually make this their
art in a way it can be difﬁcult in that
sense. I’m interested to see the other
photographers, what their style is, if
they even have a style with the subject
manner and how we differ. I think it’s
going to be a really interesting thing.”
And style is the very thing that separates men from beasts with cameras,
and basic stock photography from
real art. As the Edmonton music scene
changes and grows, it’s no wonder
why these young photographers have
chosen it as their subject.
A step up from walking through an
art gallery with your headphones on,
Rocktography plans to serve up the
musical inspiration of great photography all in one healthy dose—convenient and compelling, because we
all know music and art are part of a
balanced hipster breakfast.
“It’s really becoming more than
just documenting; now it’s more
about art and appreciating the whole
concert aspect, or the live-music
aspect as something artful as well,”
Gan concludes.
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LOOK INTO MY EYES Rocktograpy exhibits some of Edmonton’s ﬁnest.
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You can study in
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next Winter.

The 2008 Cortona Calendar is here! Pick up a free copy at
the Faculty of Arts (6th Floor Humanities), or go to our
website at: www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/arts/cortona.cfm

Students from all faculties are welcomed
to have the experience of a lifetime!
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