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Thanks to new research, the littlest 
patients awaiting organ transplants 
now have a greater probability of find-
ing a donor.

Dr Lori West, a pediatric cardiolo-
gist and the director of cardiac trans-
plantation research at the U of A, 
explained that the immune system 
of a baby doesn’t yet produce the 
proper antibodies to reject the blood 
of another type—thereby allowing 
successful organ transplants of mis-
matched blood types. She said that 
babies typically start to develop anti-
bodies at about six months, but, if the 
transplant is done early enough in the 
baby’s life, the organ is completely 
functional.

Normally, a person with blood 
type-O will produce anti-A and anti-
B antibodies, which means that the 
patient will reject an organ from a 
donor with type-A or type-B blood. 
But West explained how, in the case 
of infants, their bodies will adapt to 
accommodate a different blood type.

“If you transplant [a] baby of blood 
group-O with the heart of a baby 
who’s blood group-B, the little baby 
does make anti-A antibodies, but 
never makes anti-B antibodies,” West 
said.

In infants, West has found the suc-
cess rate of an organ transplant with 

a matching blood type to be equal to 
that of an organ with a mismatched 
blood type. However, rejection based 
on blood type isn’t the only worry 
when it comes to organ transplants.

“Even if the blood groups matched, 
they’d still need immune-suppres-
sion [medication] because everything 
else about the heart is foreign,” West 
explained.

According to West, there’s a wider 
pool of organ donors available to 
infants in need of organ transplanta-
tion, thanks to this discovery. During 
her previous work in Toronto, she said 
that the mortality of those waiting for 
hearts fell from 50 per cent to less than 
ten per cent after they started perform-
ing the procedure. She added that the 

primary motivation for the research 
was the imminent need for organs for 
babies who would otherwise die.

Infants are a very high-risk group 
when it comes to organ transplants. 
The organ has to fit in the infant’s small 
body, the infant must be in stable con-
dition and the infant must already be 
at a hospital capable of proforming the 
particular transplant required in order 
to receive the organ on time.

“They were a very compelling 
group of patients to work with 
because they had so few options,” 
West affirmed.

Before, West said it was very tough 
to have to break it to the parents that 
an organ transplant is absolutely neces-
sary for their baby, while reminding 
them that the probability of receiving 
a compatible organ was very low. But 
with this new type of transplant being 
available, parents will receive more 
optimistic news.

“It made all the difference in the 
world at being able to offer a parent 
the possibility of a transplant and the 
possibility that there is a likelihood of 
a donor being found for their child,” 
West said.

The first baby to receive an incom-
patible blood transplant that West 
worked with in 1996 is now a healthy 
eleven-year-old boy. West is still 
researching the age limit for perform-
ing these transplantations, as it’s still 
unknown.

“It made all the 
difference in the world 
at being able to offer a 
parent the possibility 
of a transplant and the 
possibility that there is 
a likelihood of a donor 
being found for their 
child.”
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Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6pm. Council meetings 
are open to all students. The next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, 3 April.

QUESTION PERIOD
Science Councillor Theresa Chapman 
asked Students’ Union Vice-President 
(External) David Cournoyer whether 
or not the release of the federal govern-
ment’s budget will impact postsecondary 
education now or in the future. Cournoyer 
responded by stating that most of the 
federal grants go towards graduate stud-
ies and research rather than undergrads. 
However, he did list some significant 
figures that the government provides to 
PSE such as $800 million per year to the 
Canada Social Transfer earmarked for 
postsecondary education, as well as the 
elimination of the $4000 limit on annual 
contributions to registered education 
savings plans (RESPs) and an increase to 
the lifetime contribution limit of RESPs.

Cournoyer was then asked about state 
of the U-Pass following the recent vote in 
favour of the referendum on 8 March. He 
said that he has been attending a number 
of meetings with the University as well as 
with Edmonton Transit System regarding 
how to distribute the U-Pass stickers to 
students next September. 

President Samantha Power was 
questioned about what work had to be 
done on the new Coke contract since 
the passing of the Coke plebiscite. She 
said that the contract had been final-
ized prior to the plebiscite and that 
there wasn’t much left to do save  
signing it.

Concerns were raised regarding the 
temperatures in RATT after Council 
decided to close the Powerplant over the 
summer and keep SUB’s seventh-floor 
bar open instead. VP (Operations and 

Finance) Chris Cunningham stated that 
heating and cooling in SUB has always 
been “wonky,” but as long as they are 
diligent about watching it and informing 
RATT’s managers, it shouldn’t be a big 
problem. He also stated that RATT was 
formerly open year-round and cooling 
was never an issue.

Cunningham opted not to discuss spe-
cifics of future plans for the Powerplant 
at this time, but stated that there would 
be information regarding the future of the 
space released by the end of the term. 

For more information on the decision 
to close the Powerplant over the summer, 
please see Gateway article by Ryan Heise 
on Thursday, 5 April.

Lastly, VP (Academic) Amanda Henry 
was asked about what the Executive 
is doing with the now-defunct Arts 
Students Association (ASA). Henry 
stated that there would be an Arts town 
hall meeting held on 29 March at 4pm at 
an undecided location to discuss what 
happened to the ASA and the process of 
creating a new body that she hopes will 
be in place over the summer.

SU GREEN LIGHTS THE RED
A motion was passed to go in camera and  
reopen discussion on next year’s budget 
principles. Council came ex camera 
approximately 45 minutes later.

On the table was whether or not coun-
cil should add an amendment to the 
budget principles regarding whether or 
not the SU should run a deficit next year. 
A deficit, wouldn’t exceed $25 000 and 
would take the place of either budget 
cuts or fee increases. A similar amend-
ment had been debated by Council sev-
eral weeks ago, and was defeated.

While some councillors urged that 
making cuts in order to contain costs 
was better than running a deficit, Power 
pointed out that cuts have already been 
made, and many have been tabled that 
Council hasn’t passed. Science Councillor 
Steven Dollansky, supported by many 
other councillors, furthered the argument 
against cuts by raising the point that the 
SU’s services offered to students are by-
and-large the most important aspect of 

the SU and that budget cuts serve only 
to hinder this.

Power also shot down other concerns 
about the issues that may arise if the SU is 
unable to pay the deficit off in the future. 
She stated that an answer to dealing 
with a deficit wouldn’t come in the short 
term, but would rather be something that 
next year’s Executive would look at over 
the course of their year in office through 
close inspection of SU costs. 

After more debate, the amendment 
to run a $25 000 deficit if needed was 
passed and the budget was approved.

GUARANTEED WAY TO FILL THE SEATS
Pharmacy Councillor Joe Blais moved 
that Council adopt a new policy regard-
ing teacher evaluations. The main point 
covered was that the dates that evalu-
ations are to be conducted should be 
listed on course syllabi and that students 
should be given a minimum of two weeks 
notice if this date is to be changed. After 
little debate, Council passed the motion.

BLOW YOUR SAVINGS IN ONE PLACE
Power and Henry moved that Council 
adopt a policy for asking the Board of 
Governors to lobby the provincial gov-
ernment to roll tuition back to levels that 
students can save during the summer 
months. Concerns about a rollback 
affecting the quality of instruction and 
idea of whether lobbying for more tar-
geted funding was a better option were 
raised. After a short debate, the motion 
passed and was referred to the External 
Policy Committee.

IMPROVING STUDENTS’ SHELTER
Cournoyer moved that Council adopt a 
policy to advocated to the Government 
of Alberta to provide more funding 
to promoting affordability for student 
housing. This included covering prop-
erty taxes, a one-time injection to cover 
deferred maintenance fees and capital 
funds toward the development of addi-
tional student housing. Many councillors 
were pleased to see non-tuition-based 
issues surrounding affordability being 
addressed and the motion easily passed.


