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BILL LUTHI
News Writer

Edmonton Mayor Stephen Mandel is 
expected to be the first in a series of 
speakers to break the silence with a 
speech after 3pm on 30 March. 

The Day of Silence is organized by 
Siderite, a University of Alberta advo-
cacy group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer (GLBTQ) 
youth. The day’s silence will repre-
sent what GLBTQ youth and adults 
go through until they feel comfort-
able enough to speak about their  
sexuality.

“The day itself is devoted not only 
to GLBTQ youth but to the parents, as 
well as to the supporters, as well as to 
those heterosexual people who actu-
ally do experience a lot of the indirect 
and direct effects of homophobia, and 
heterosexism in itself,” Ryan Lomenda, 
Siderite coordinator, said.

Participants will remain silent on 
30 March from 8am–3pm, at which 
time they will then shout or scream at 
Celebration Plaza located outside the 
Administration Building. Participants 
are also encouraged to wear blue 
clothing as a show of support and 
solidarity for the GLBTQ cause.

Day of Silence volunteers are 
planned to be at tables providing 
information in the around campus 
today and tomorrow. 

After 3pm, speeches are sched-
uled to be given by Mandel, City of 
Edmonton Councillor Michael Phair, 
Vice-Chair of the Edmonton Police 
Commission Murray Billett, Pastor 
Richard Reimer and Students’ Union 
President Samantha Power.

Billett said he decided to speak 
because he lived a life of silence as 
a young man and has since been 
involved in the gay community as an 

activist for a long time.
“I felt it is so important to stand up 

and speak for those who have to be 
silent or don’t have the ability to speak 
up,” Billett said.

Lomenda felt there was always 
going be some sort of suffering in our 
society. 

“My ultimate goal for the Day of 
Silence is not for it to become obsolete 
but for it to continue to be a beacon of 
light for those factions in society ... that 
have been oppressed by some means 
or another,” Lomenda explained.

Billett thinks the Day of Silence will 
allow people to stop and reflect on the 
reality faced by those who don’t have 
the ability to speak up.

“Any message that we can put out 
there that deals with dignity, respect, 
equality for all people, is the right 
thing to do,” Billett said.

Lomenda further said they are 
expecting a turnout of 80–120 people 
and believes the growth of the event 
has been solid since it was first held at 
the U of A in 2003.

“[I]t’s important to show this soli-
darity and act on these liberal values 
that we seem to hold so close to our 
hearts, yet very rarely act on here at 
the U of A,” Lomenda concluded.

“[I]t’s important to 
show this solidarity 
and act on these liberal 
values that we seem 
to hold so close to our 
hearts, yet very rarely 
act on here at the  
U of A.”

RYAN LOMENDA,  
SIDERITE COORDINATOR
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS Siderite says students should see symbolic silence so suffering shall cease.

Word spreads for Day of Silence

CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT
Compiled by Mike Otto

METROPOLITAN WAR PAINT
At 11:30pm on 22 March, two males 
were seen stumbling westbound on 
89 Avenue. As the Campus Security 
cruiser approached, the two discarded 
the whole notion of flying under the 
radar and tried to hide stealthily in 
the shadows of the noticeably yellow 
Butterdome. Constables approached 
the pair and one of the two was rec-
ognized—even through a layer of goth 
makeup—as having previously been 
booted off campus. Campus 5-0 also 
noticed what appeared to be a handgun 
bulging out of the offender’s hoodie. It 
turned out to be an air powered pellet 
gun, purchased by his friend for pro-
tection. The two were handed over to 
Edmonton Police.

CAN’T OUTRUN THE RADIO SIGNALS
On 23 March, Campus Security was 
requested to assist ETS Security in deal-
ing with two men aggressively panhan-
dling on a bus. One male was arrested, 
but the other tried to attack a security 
officer with a broken bottle and escaped 
the bus loop. A description was provided 
to constables in the path of the escape 
artist, and he was caught and turned over 
to Edmonton Police.

LET’S TRY TO KEEP IT CIVIL
At 12:42am on 23 March, a fight was 
reported at the Powerplant. Campus 
5-0 arrived on scene and found a male 
at the front doors suffering from facial 
injuries. Allegedly, three males attacked 
the lone victim near the Civil Engineering 
Building loading dock after an incident in 
the Powerplant involving a charity date 
auction. The victim was taken to the 
hospital in an ambulance and Edmonton 
Police will likely lay charges against the 
attackers.

SHAWN, THE SOCIAL ENGINEER
On 23 March, a man approached a busi-
ness in HUB Mall, identified himself 
as “Shawn” and claimed to be there to 
upgrade the Interac keypads. The tenant, 
having not lived under a rock the past 
week, doubted this story and asked the 
fishy fellow to leave. He is described as 
white, about 30-years-old, and over-
weight, wearing wire rim glasses.

ACTIVATE THE SPEEDBREAKER!
On 23 March, Campus Security wit-
nessed a black GMC Sierra driving on 
sidewalks and grass areas—off the 
proper roads, to put it mildly. Constables 
tried to pull the truck over for this sketchy 
behaviour at 87 Avenue and 113 Street. 
The delinquent driver refused to oblige, 
instead speeding up. Campus 5-0 soon 
cut off the dangerous chase and the 
SUV escaped. It was later learned the 
vehicle was stolen from outside the city. 
Edmonton Police are investigating.

NEWS BRIEF
DOCTORS TO VOTE ON TENTATIVE 
TWO-YEAR SALARY AGREEMENT
Alberta doctors are going to vote on a deal 
that would allow them to increase their 
fees by an average of 4.5 per cent a year 
retroactively, starting from 1 April, 2006 
to 31 March, 2008.

On 13 March the details of this tentative 
two-year agreement for physicians nego-
tiated by Alberta government, the Alberta 
Medical Association (AMA) and regional 
health authorities were released.

AMA assistant executive director 
Ronald A Kustra believed the deal would 
make Alberta competitive with other 
provinces.

“Hopefully this agreement will result in 
more doctors in Alberta ... and hopefully 
give us the ability to attract doctors from 
other places,” Kustra said, pointing out the 
last fee increase for doctors was October 
2005, which was an average 3.5 per cent.

However, Donna Wilson, a professor 
of nursing at the University of Alberta, 
argued the agreement would be mar-
ginally effective and good working envi-
ronments were key to attracting more 
doctors.

“[I]t is just money thrown at physicians 
as opposed to looking at other solutions 
for what to do,” Wilson said, adding that 
the money being spent on this deal could 
have gone towards medical schools to 
train more doctors and nurses.

Bill Luthi, News Writer


