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Littlechild further said that the road 
to change was a long one. He explained 
how in 1926, the first indigenous peo-
ple’s delegation to ever visit the League 
of Nations, made up of members 
of the Iroquois Six Nations, went to 
the League’s headquarters in Geneva. 
However, they, like a Maori delegation 
very shortly afterward, weren’t even 
received by the Assembly there. 

By the ’50s and ’60s, the interna-
tional indigenous peoples movement 
had begun to gain momentum, as 
groups from across the world banded 
together with similar complaints rang-
ing from the banning of indigenous 
culture and language to genocide. 
However, in 1977, history repeated 
itself when once again, when an inter-
national indigenous delegation, this 
time headed by Littlechild, were still 
not allowed in the UN buildings, this 
time in New York. 

“In 1977, we couldn’t even get into 
the building,” Littlechild remem-
bered. “With elders with four pipes 
leading the way, we locked elbows, 
four-by-four, and marched.”

However, soon after that event he said 
things began to move rather quickly 
for the indigenous people’s movement. 
By 1993, the UN had declared “The 
Year of the Indigenous People” and by 
2002 had established the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, to which 
Littlechild was appointed representative 
for North America. 

However, despite these large steps 
forward in a relatively short period of 
time, Littlechild expressed frustration 
at Canada’s, as well as Alberta’s, refusal 
to accept the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, some-
thing already honoured by most other 
nations and political bodies—such as 
the State of Arizona less than three 
weeks ago on 12 March.

“The delegation from Canada was 
one of only two countries to vote against 
the Declaration,” remarked Littlechild. 
“[We] could look to our neighbours 
down south [for leadership].”

By refusing to accept this declara-
tion, Littlechild feels Canada has cre-
ated two sets of laws, with indigenous 
peoples on the bottom end.

However, he ended the speech on 

hopeful note, saying that in the past 
30 years, indigenous peoples world-
wide have made great successes in 
their attempts for respect, recognition 

and justice. He also expressed hope for 
the continued fight for human rights.

“All of you sitting there, you have 
a story. Continue to do what you do, 

and I look forward to the day when 
you are up here [on this stage] and 
we can all become better people,” 
Littlechild said. 

PHIL HEAD

BEATING INJUSTICE  A traditional sweetgrass and drum ceremony followed Wilton Littlechild’s speech Monday night. 
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