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JOSH NAULT

 THE HILLS ARE ALIVE  Hills Like White Elephants crammed onstage Saturday night—violins and trombones and all. 

Toy Singers play with simplicity
Toy Singers
With The Corduroys and Colleen 
Brown
Thursday, 5 April at 8pm
The Powerplant

CARLA KAVINTA
Arts & Entertainment Writer

Sinplicity is the Toy Singers’ game of 
choice. The Edmonton-based band 
takes a refreshing departure from the 
usual hard rock bands emerging from 
Canada’s West Coast, placing them-
selves in a genre lead vocalist/guitarist 
Aaron Parker calls melodic folk-pop. 
And just as the quintet tries to avoid 
anything that sounds too complex, 
their choice of moniker was also a 
straighforward task.

“I wanted a name that didn’t have 
a meaning at all so I wouldn’t get sick 
of whatever the meaning was,” Parker 
says. “The name [Toy Singers] isn’t 
very aggressive, but it has kind of a 
child-like quality to it. I don’t really 
know how I came up with it, but that’s 
what I thought it should be.”

The band, formed by a group of 
mutual friends, preserves the authen-
ticity of folk music while creating a  

mainstream pop sound that speaks to 
a wide range of listeners—from twen-
tysomething students to 40-something 
soccer moms. Parker credits their sound 
to a positive, cheerful and easy-going 
attitude towards songwriting.

“Our songwriting approach defi-
nitely has evolved, but [I think we’ve 
come to the] realization long ago that 
the melody is the most important 
part,” Parker explains. “Our songs had 
to be kind of hum-able, catchy and 
would have a fun element outside the 
words. And usually we try to write 
about stuff that is realistic in our lives; 
nothing particularly melodramatic, 
deep, emo or anything like that. We 
just stay true to our personalities.”

However, maintaining such artis-
tic prowess can be difficult, as real 
life often gets in the way of achieving 
some of the band’s goals. Parker him-
self works for a publishing company, 
a fellow vocalist in the group recently 
gave birth, and having a teacher in the 
band also serves as a constant factor in 
determining the group’s touring and 
rehearsing schedules.

“Our immediate goal would be 
to play once a month, you know. Or  
one-and-a-half times a month. Just to 

play and to get our name out there,” 
Parker admits. He stresses the impor-
tance of a live performance and is 
eager to tour even just the western 
provinces.

“[The live performance] just vali-
dates everything because you can 
start to feel like you’ve disappeared 
if you just record, practice a few lines 
and nobody hears it,” Parker con-
tinues. “You’re not connecting with 
people. I’d just like a local tour playing 
Calgary, Saskatoon ... just to get out of 
here would be a lot of fun, I think.”

Although touring across Canada and 
performing in larger venues are press-
ing aspirations for many indepen-
dent Canadian bands, Parker remains 
grounded to his E-town roots and is 
confident that their uniqueness, hon-
esty and ability to cater to a variety 
of listeners will help them garner a 
wider fan base.

“I like being the Toy Singers in 
Edmonton and I think in a lot of 
ways it’s going to be to our advan-
tage because there aren’t a lot of Toy-
Singers-like bands,” Parker says. “In 
bigger cities, there’s a lot of pressure 
to fit into a certain scene. And we defi-
nitely don’t do that.”
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