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A recent UN report said climate change could threaten between 20–30 per cent of the world’s species 
into extinction. 

What species do you think the earth could do without?

STREETERS

Compiled and photographed by Steve Smith and Krystina Sulatycki

Allyson Epp
Science II

Jesse Hahn
Arts

Dianne Sazon 
Industrial Design 

IV

Mosquitos. They’re really really annoying.  
They make you itchy. I could do without 
annoying people, too.

I love all species. That’s the bottom line. The red panda. [That doesn’t exist.]  
Exactly. It’s red, it’s Communist.  
Communism equals bad, unless it’s 
Communist Russia, because that’s 
always good.

Olives. They’re a little disgusting.

Wyatt Young
Arts I

’PLANT    CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

At the end of 2006, the Powerplant 
had lost $209 807, following the imple-
mentation of a new business model 
that saw the elimination of mid-week 
liquor sales and the introduction of a 
buffet, which has received lukewarm 
response from patrons and has subse-
quently been scaled back.

Historically, the SU has kept the 
Powerplant open during the summer 
months since acquiring control over 
the bar from the Graduate Students’ 
Association in 1997. During this time, 
operations at RATT ceased during the 
summer. However, this year RATT 
will remain open for spring and 
summer sessions to serve those on 
campus, a decision that Cunningham 
explained was made based on finances 
and logistics.

“Looking at the numbers of the 
success of the Powerplant over the 
summers and carrying on with the 
momentum we’ve had this year with 
RATT, we felt that would probably be 
the best choice,” Cunningham stated. 
“Also, looking at where people are 
during the summer time, most are 
either in [SUB], the General Services 
Building, Van Vliet or CAB. So it’s kind 
of all centred around [SUB]. From a 
flow perspective it just made more 
sense.”

Due to a stipulation that restricts SU 
employees from directly speaking to 
the press regarding SU policy, Dave 

Young, manager of RATT, spoke with 
the Gateway via e-mail regarding this 
change.

While Young wasn’t willing to 
comment on the Powerplant’s closure, 
he was excited about the success RATT 
has had this year and hoped it would 
carry on through the summer and into 
the 2007/08 academic year.

“Students seem to have bought into 
the value and enjoyment of having 
a fun campus pub,” Young wrote. 
“More business opportunity and the 
potential for more students to enjoy 
the room is far from a worry and is 
quite exciting.”

Council finalized the 2007/08 budget 
Tuesday night, which set the Powerplant 
at a $100 000 deficit next year. But, it 
was pointed out that this was a worst-
case scenario and also factored in the 
cost of shutting down operations for 
the summer as well as the renovations 
that the SU is planning.

Rumours of the Powerplant ceasing 
operations under its current business 
model due the losses it has incurred 
have existed for most of the year. 
Whether the SU would close the bar 
completely or reinvent the space with 
a different purpose is still unknown, 
as the Executive and Council has been 
somewhat tight-lipped on the topic.

While the SU was still not will-
ing to comment on the status of 
the Powerplant come next year, 
Cunningham alluded to the direction 

that the Executive is pursuing.
“We do have [a long-term plan], 

but we’re in the midst of securing 
financing for the project. I’m hesitant 
to really say much on the project, but 
there is an increasing demand for 
student space,” he explained. “The 
Students’ Union has always pressured 
the University to address student 
space here on campus. There might 

be a push in that direction. It’s going 
to change the business model, but to 
what extent remains to be seen.”

Cunningham hoped that the SU 
would be ready to release their plan for 
the ’Plant by the end of the term, but 
was unsure if that would be possible.

“Something will definitely be 
released by the end of the summer,” 
he said.

’Plants losses spur summer business for RATT 
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SUMMER AT THE TOP Students will be trading the patio for the view in May.


