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GATEWAY SPORTS STAFF
Rocking tuxes for the ceremony

After spending the better part of the 
past week arguing and firing off angry 
e-mails at one another, we at Gateway 
Sports have cast our ballots and are 
ready to announce the second annual 
Gateway Sports Awards. There was 
rampant success spreading through 
the athletics teams at the University 
this year, but there were also a couple 
failures too. Before we get to the 
best and worst in the past year at the 
U of A, it’s important to know who 
voted on these things.
Paul Owen
Outgoing sports editor who’s in his 
third year of covering varsity sports.
Ross Prusakowski
Finishing up his fourth year as a vol-
unteer (and as an undergraduate) and 
has covered every sport out there at 
least once.
Robin Collum
Spent a lot of time in the Main Gym 
during the winter months, covering 
basketball and volleyball in her third 
year with the paper.
Trevor Phillips
Second-year hockey writer who still 
manages to stay on top of the rest of 
the Bears and Pandas teams.
Nick Frost
Dabbled in a little bit of everything in 
his second year as a writer.
Janelle Sloychuk
The section’s rookie of the year played 
clean-up all season long, taking the 
stories no one else would.

Athlete of the Year 
Lindsay McAlpine, Pandas Hockey

McAlpine’s numbers speak for them-
selves. Her 57-points on the season 
tied a CIS record, and she lead her 
team to gold at Nationals—the fourth 
title of her career.

NF: It was close between McAlpine 
and Pandas volleyballer Tiffany 
Dodds; both had strong years and 
lead their team to gold at Nationals. 
However, the puck Pandas would’ve 
suffered more—not that they neces-
sarily would’ve suffered, but they 
would’ve had that much less of a 
team—in McAlpine’s absence than the 
volleyball Pandas would’ve suffered 
without Dodds.

TP: Coming back from a life threat-
ening disease to lead Canada West in 
scoring and averaging over two points 
per game is sick.

Honourable mention: Tiffany 
Dodds, whose 32-kill display in the 
national semifinal is easily the indi-
vidual performance of the year.

Coach of the Year
Scott Edwards, Pandas Basketball

In an almost unanimous decision (five 
first-place votes and one second), the 
first-year bench boss made the cat-
egory with the most potential win-
ners—five U of A coaches (including 
Edwards) won CIS Coach of the Year 
awards, and two others won National 
titles—the least contentious.

RC: This one is pretty much indis-
putable. The Pandas had a losing 
record last year going 9–11, and he 
managed to pull them together and 
take them all the way to the National 
final. His team plays hard for him, 
and he’s a huge part of their success 
this year.

JS: The man comes around from 

practically nowhere as a fill-in, leads 
the Pandas to a CIS silver medal, 
receives the CIS Coach of the Year 
award and gets signed on another 
season.

RP: That they didn’t bring home 
a banner from the Rock shouldn’t 
make a difference. Edwards managed 
to harness the talent, mental tough-
ness and athleticism of the team in a 
way that his predecessor never did, 
and brought them closer than they’ve 
been in years in the process.

Honourable mention: Bears soccer 
head coach Len Vickery, Pandas vol-
leyball head coach Laurie Eisler and 
Pandas hockey head coach Howie 
Draper.

Rookie of the Year
Ian McDonald, Bears Hockey

McDonald finished third on the Bears 
in scoring this season, with ten goals 
and 18 assists in 28 games. The fresh-
man slotted onto Alberta’s top line 
nicely and helped the team replace the 
scoring lost with the departure of Ben 
Thomson and the graduation of Brad 
Tutschek.

RP: One of a host of rookies that 
joined the Bears hockey team this 
seasons, McDonald brought the most 
of any freshman. He provided a lot of 
pop to a Bears offence looking for its 
next generation of scorers. 

PO: Not only are McDonald’s 
numbers impressive, but he also had 
a big knack for scoring clutch goals. 
He potted four game-winners on the 
year and had both Alberta’s goals in 
their 2–1 win over Saskatchewan 
in the first game of the conference 
finals.

Honourable mention:  Bears hockey 
defenceman Kyle Fecho, Pandas 
hockey blueliner Rayanne Reeve and 
midfielder Eddy Sidra of the Bears 
soccer squad.

Team of the Year
Pandas Hockey

The Pandas 32-4-1 record is among 
the best at the U of A this season, as 
is their National Title. The Pandas 
also lost their leading scorer from last 
season in Kristen Hagg, making their 
run this year even more impressive.

PO: This is a team that gave up only 
three goals after a 4–0 loss to Regina 
on 3 February. At one point they 
had shut teams out in seven straight 
games, and did the same in seven of 
their eight playoff matchups.

NF: They’re really more like the 
team of the decade.

Honourable mention: Bears soccer, 
Pandas volleyball.

Best Transfer
Danny Bass Jr, Bears Football

The second-year out of Northern 
Michigan University made an imme-
diate impact on the Bears defence. He 
finished second in Canada West in 
tackles with 60 and lead the confer-
ence with eight sacks.

RP: Going from playing foot-
ball at any US college to the U of A 
isn’t a move you make for glamour. 
However, for Bass the move to the 
CIS brought more playing time and 
respect as he ate up Canada West 
offences and bulked up an already 
impressive Bears defence.

Honourable mention: Bears basket-
ball point guard CG Morrison.

Most Underrated Athlete
Jarret Wall, Bears Wreslting

Wall won a silver medal in the 72kg 
category at Nationals, and won the CIS 
Academic and Community Award for 
men’s wrestling.

PO: Wall’s silver at the CIS 
Championships was one short of his 
goal, but his solid season made him 
the life jacket—along with Anthony 
Kulak—for a wreslting program in 
danger of sinking. With his gradua-
tion, the Bears will have a tough time 
filling his singlet.

Honourable mention: Bears hockey 
goaltender Aaron Sorochan.

Most Overrated Athlete:
Cam Linke/Quade Armstrong, 
Bears Football

PO: Before the season, we heard that 
the Bears offence would be fine despite 
the loss of Darryl Salmon under centre. 
The running game and offensive line 
were great, but the team’s two pivots 
didn’t quite measure up. Neither was 
able to fill Salmon’s shoes in a passing 
attack that was tailored to his game, 
and it wound up clipping the wings of 
the high-flying offence the team had 
displayed in previous years. This made 
for an easy unanimous decision.

NF: All I know is that they vastly 
underperformed and helped their 
team to too few wins and too many 
losses.

Most Improved Player
Alanna Donahue, Pandas Hockey

Donahue’s 16 points were third 
amongst conference defencemen, and 
her 14 assists put her seventh over-
all in Canada West. She also boasted 
an impressive plus-25 rating and 
emerged as one of the top defenders 
for the Pandas.

TP: She took the reins as the go-
to defenceman in her third year; she 
could be the most skilled player on the 
team.

Honourable mention: Pandas bas-
ketball senior Michelle Smith.

Most Improved Team
Pandas Basketball

The team won seven more games 
than last season, were in the top-ten 
of the rankings for almost the entire 
year and made the CIS final, where 
they came within four points of win-
ning. They were a unanimous deci-
sion for this award.

RC: The Pandas finally managed to 
live up to all the potential we’ve seen 
in the last few seasons and go all the 
way to the National Final. They have 
a number of really strong third-year 
players who seem to have grown into 
their games and each other.

Best Interview
Ashley Wigg, Pandas Basketball

PO: The enigmatic point guard is one 
of the few interviews out there who’ll 
admit dislike for an opponent, talk 
up a rivalry and say everything both 
good and bad that a reporter wants 
to hear.

JS: A passionate player, Wigg tells it 
like it is, and isn’t at all shy about what 
she thinks.

Honourable mention: Tennis direc-
tor Russ Sluchinski, Bears basketball 
head coach Don Horwood.

Best Senior
Lindsay McAlpine, Pandas Hockey

PO: She was the athlete of the year, 
how could she not win this as well?

Honourable Mention: Bears vol-
leyball Libero Justin Wong, Michelle 
Smith and linebacker David Lowry

“Holy Shit” moment (astonishing 
in the good way)
Pandas basketball wins silver

RC: Who knew? At the beginning of 
the season, I wouldn’t have expected 
the Pandas to win their division, let 
alone CIS silver; but they played con-
sistently well all year, and in doing so, 
became one of the feel-good stories of 
the year.

WTF moment (astonishingly bad)
Bears hockey lose CW Final

RC: It’s hard not to be a little startled 
when a team that’s coming off back-
to-back National Titles can’t manage to 
win the Canada West spot. That was a 
good night for Saskatchewan fans, I’m 
sure.

PO: I was expecting this team to 
go to Moncton for Nationals. I was 
expecting to go along and write more 
articles about them. Instead, both of 
us are disappoited, as they gave up a 
late goal on back-to-back nights and 
wound up being upset, at home.

Best Live Sport on Campus:
Bears Hockey

PO: The season was terrific from the 
season-opener against the Oiler rook-
ies to the triple-overtime of the second 
game of the Canada West final. Those 
crowds spent most of their time on 
the edge of their seats—or would have 
if Clare Drake had seats. The Bears 
weren’t as dominant as year past, and 
that meant closer games and more 
contests that had serious implications 
in the standings.

NF: An exhibition shootout 
between Rob Schremp and Dylan 
Stanley brought a packed house to its 
feet more than anything I’ve seen in 
university sports. I was legitimately 
ecstatic to be there for it.

Pandas dominate Gateway Sports Awards
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BOWING BEFORE THE BEST Lindsay McAlpine (16)’s talent makes her opponents fall to their knees before her.


