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Holocaust, 
Schmolocaust?
HISTORY IS FULL OF ASSHOLES. HITLER BEING ONE 
of the worst, though of course there were others.

The BBC reported on Monday that a number of 
British schools are planning to avoid teaching the 
Holocaust in history classes for fear of upsetting 
Muslim pupils. Other contentious subjects include 
the Crusades, the slave trade, the history of Israel and 
gravity.

According to a government-funded report, “Staff 
may wish to avoid causing offence or appearing insen-
sitive to individuals or groups in their classes.” It went 
on to say that, “In particular settings, teachers of his-
tory are unwilling to challenge highly contentious or 
charged versions of history in which pupils are steeped 
at home, in their community or in a place of worship.”

Fair enough. Delving into the socio-political 
quagmire that is Israel-Palestine might be a bit much 
for 12-year-olds. But last time I checked Wikipedia, 
the Holocaust wasn’t a contentious event. The facts 
are cut and dried, despite whatever Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is currently spewing forth.

It should be patently obvious, but history books 
shouldn’t be edited to assuage concerns of politi-
cal correctness. The world is full of sexists, racists, 
misogynists and good old-fashioned bigots. It’s a fact of 
life that there are and were a lot of douchebags around, 
many of them in prominent political positions. A lot of 
them did really stupid things. The historian’s job is to 
dissect and critique past actions, especially those that 
are particularly heinous, as this will—hopefully—lead 
to people being nice to each other in the future.

Clearly there’s space in our society for religious plu-
ralism. But there’s absolutely no room for acquiescing 
to anti-Semetic fringe groups that neither represent 
the values of the faith they espouse, nor understand 
history’s basic bullet points.

To a large extent, public bodies are paralyzed every 
time they deal with an issue surrounding Islam. Every 
Muslim, it seems, is a big dude with a beard and 
some TNT strapped to his chest—don’t argue with his 
opinion on the Holocaust, or he’ll get a fatwa slapped 
on your ass.

But in reality this is just not the case, especially in 
Britain, where Muslims make up about 3.5 per cent of 
the population and are by-and-large progressive and 
peaceful in their piety.

This brings us to the British media’s ominous type-
casting. Discussions of the Holocaust and the Crusades 
were ebbed because they might conflict with the 
teachings at the local mosque, and generally because 
British Muslims might disagree. What the articles fail 
to mention, however, is that Holocaust denial is a far-
from-mainstream view among Muslims, especially in 
Britain, which hosts some of the most liberal Muslims 
in the world. Only six per cent of the approximately 
two million Muslims in the UK are from the Middle 
East (most Holocaust denial has come from either 
Iran or Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood) and I’m sure 
relatively few of those are Holocaust deniers. This is 
what’s particularly repulsive about the British media’s 
coverage: in highlighting these preposterous and 
intensely reactionary policies, they neglect to point 
out the obvious fact that most Muslims aren’t anti-
Semitic bigots.

MATT FREHNER
Editor-in-Chief

LETTERS
Logger Sports hacks 
away at misconceptions

The Forest Society is delighted 
with the article “Green groups cut 
into Logger Sports,” (3 April). It 
has drawn attention to the forest 
industry and the Forestry program, 
although we are concerned with the 
degree of misrepresentation that has 
occurred. We feel the article failed to 
provide an accurate depiction of the 
intent of Logger Sports.

The Forest Society is composed 
of both undergraduate and gradu-
ate forestry students, who share a 
passion for the environment and the 
forest. Logger Sports was initiated 
by the students to exhibit the sense 
of community and camaraderie 
that exists in forestry, as well as [to] 
increase awareness and interest in 
the program. 

Logger Sports was initiated with 
the mandate of educating people 
about the issues surrounding the 
forest industry and to promote the  
U of A forestry program. Logger 
Sports is not a reflection of current 
forest management practices but 
rather a representation of historical 
timber harvesting activities.

Contrary to the statements in the 
article, an education booth was set 
up and manned by both students 
and professors during Logger Sports 
to address current forestry issues. 
Forests in Alberta are regulated by 
the provincial government on behalf 
of the owners of the forests, the 
public. Albertans should be proud 
to know that two trees are planted 
for every tree that is harvested. The 
forest industry has made progressive  

changes to forest management 
practices based on concerns pre-
sented by environmental groups 
and have modified forestry practices 
based on forestry research. These 
changes go above and beyond the 
standards that are set out in the leg-
islation and regulation by the provin-
cial government. The forest industry 
is consumer-driven, an integral part 
of Alberta’s economy and the back-
bone to many rural communities.

It is the hope of the Forest Society 
that people take an in-depth look 
at forestry and our program at the  
U of A. We believe that by choosing 
this career path we are able to make 
a positive difference in the environ-
ment. As a group we are proud to 
be stewards of the forests taking an 
active role in nurturing the land that 
belongs to all Canadians.

ATHENA ANDRITZ
Forest Business Management 

JANINE TUTT 
SARAH RAILTON 

Forest Resource Management

Activism, not vandalism

Fish heads to SAKCoke! Why would 
you vandalize Coca Cola vending 
machines? Do you not realize that 
in your zealous and misdirected 
fight for union worker’s rights in 
Colombia, you are simply causing 
frustration and an increased work-
load for the Edmonton union worker 
who has to clean it up?

Grow up. Vandalizing someone’s 
property is hardly a suitable method 
for expressing yourself or your  
opinions.

SCOTT NICOL
Business III

Tanasiuk psyched out by 
scientologists

In her article on Scientology, Ms 
Tanasiuk omitted a few tidbits 
about the cult/religion that I’d like to 
point out (re: “Scientologists are the 
sane ones,” 3 April). For instance, L 
Ron Hubbard wrote of psychiatrists 
that “crimes of extortion, mayhem 
and murder are done daily by these 
men in the name of ‘practice’ and 
‘treatment.’’’ 

Scientologists also reject the 
(well supported) idea that mental 
illnesses can be caused by physical, 
rather than spiritual phenomena. As 
a scientist and a psychology student, 
I find these attitudes disturbing. 

Of course I’m aspiring to be one of 
those evil psychologists who delight 
in ‘extortion, mayhem and murder,’ 
(not to mention causing rising crime 
rates). So don’t listen to me: I’m 
fighting on the side of idiocy. And I 
probably eat babies.

BOB LATIMER
Science Psychology III

Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building or e-mailed 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca.

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar-
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libellous 
or otherwise hateful in nature. The 
Gateway also reserves the right to 
publish letters online.

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author’s name, program, 
year of study and student identifi-
cation number to be considered for 
publication.

That’s a rap, people
AFTER SPENDING OUR LAST PRESS NIGHT  
reminiscing about the year that was, we’ve come to 
the conclusion that the 2006/07 Gateway would have 
been nothing without a some very rad people. To you, 
our readers, we say thank you. Your letters, comments, 
surveys and time mean a whole lot to us—even when 
critical—and we truly appreciate it. Most of all, our vol-
unteers deserve mad props. It takes a village to raise a 
child, and it took all of them to make the Gateway what 
it is. For everyone who answered a late-night call for 
copy or took one too many assignments to ease some-
one else’s stress, we’d like to give you a big newspapery 
hug. Take care and see you in May.

PAUL OWEN
Sports Editor

CONAL PIERSE

Teenage Wasteland 
needs tour guides

I would like to thank you for cov-
ering my talk on LSD in the 23 
November Gateway. However, 
there is one important point that 
was inaccurately reported con-
cerning my talk, and I feel that this 
should be corrected. 

I definitely did not recom-
mend that normal persons should 
simply take a “trip” with a “guide” 
who need not be an MD. Rather, I 
emphasized that the prescription of 
LSD and its administration should 
be under medical supervision. 

The MD should be responsible 
for screening those who wish to 
take LSD and making sure that the 
conditions of its use are favourable. 
The “guide” need not be an MD, 
but he should be a sensitive and 
experienced person and he who 
has had LSD experience, but who 
should not take the drug while he 
is a “guide.” 

The great danger of the present 
restrictions on the use of LSD is 
that they very nearly make impos-
sible the taking of LSD under these 
conditions. 

I feel that this correction in your 
report of my talk is essential, since 
those taking LS D now should real-
ize that the Restrictions on LSD 
oblige them to take additional 
risks.

KELLOG V WILSON, PHD
7 December, 1966
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