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Italian band Lacuna Coil is ready and 
willing to headline the Hottest Chicks 
in Metal Tour, for all the right reasons. 
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Bear hits the big time
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training with the New Orleans Saints.
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Provincial postsecondary lobbying may have 
a new face, but its goals—affordable tuition, 
affordable housing, and reforming the student 
loan program—will continue to be at the fore-
front of its policy.

Mike Selnes, University of Calgary Students’ 
Union Vice-President (External), has been 
selected as the new Council of Alberta 
University Students (CAUS) Chair, succeeding 
University of Alberta Student Councillor Dave 
Cournoyer.

“Dave did an excellent job last year, and I look 
to build on what he’s done,” Selnes said from his 
Calgary office.

CAUS currently represents over 70 000 
students from the U of A, U of C, and the 
University of Lethbridge. Made up of mem-
bers from each institution as well as an 
Executive Director, the organization operates 
as an advocacy group at the provincial level 
with the aim of increasing the quality of PSE 
for all students, but does not have any ties to 
national PSE advocacy.

“Regardless of where the chair comes from, 
the position is [meant] to represent all of Alberta’s 
students,” Selnes explained. “It’s great when the 
chair is able to move between different institu-
tions as it gives all Albertan students a chance to 
serve in this position.”

U of A SU Vice-President (External) Steven 
Dollansky, who will take on the roll of CAUS 

Vice-Chair, is excited about Selnes’s appointment.
“I’m looking forward to having Calgary 

more involved. It really encourages more com-
munication between the three schools because 
all the decisions go through Calgary and then 
Lethbridge and ourselves.”

While the previous council released docu-
ments such as Where to from Here?, a strategic 
plan for PSE reform, they struggled to make any 
significant inroads with the provincial govern-
ment due to the selection of a new Premier 
within the Conservative party.

“Last year was difficult for CAUS with the 
[provincial leadership] changeover,” Selnes 
explained. “Working with the government now 
and bringing our issues forth to them and having 
some consistency will really benefit both sides.”

Dollansky echoed Selnes’s sentiments, saying 
that “this government is trying to prove itself 
under a new leader, and investment in postsec-
ondary education is a direction that they’re going 
to want to pursue.”

Both Selnes and Dollansky explained that 
with the high possibility of a provincial elec-
tion next spring, CAUS will be devoting much 
of its efforts this year to developing an effective 
campaign to bring postsecondary issues back 
to the forefront of provincial politics for politi-
cians and voters.

“[Postsecondary education is] a very impor-
tant sector for the province,” Selnes said. “I think 
this is the year Albertans will realize that, and 
I’m very confident we’ll make some gains this 
year.”

MELISSA LI SHEUNG YING
News Writer

Meika Taylor never realized that her great-great 
grandparents were Metis—that is, until her 
mom entered the family’s history into the Metis 
National Council Historical Online Database.

Launched on 4 May, the database’s primary 
intention is to allow Metis community members 
the chance to research their genealogies. It’s part 
of the Metis National Council’s National Research 
Initiative, and used three years of extensive 
research by the Metis Archival Project (MAP) 
team based at the Faculty of Native Studies at the 
University of Alberta.

The database uses textual information extracted 
from archived documents collected from across 
the country as well as scans of historical docu-
ments and high-resolution pictures, making it 
unlike any other database on the web.

The U of A research team consisted of under-
graduate and graduate students lead by principal 
investigator Dr Frank Tough. He also played a 
key role in encouraging individuals like Taylor, 
MAP’s Project Coordinator, to become involved 
during and after her undergraduate degree.

“It was really exciting to get to apply some of the 
[writing and researching] skills that you learn in 
university ... to be able to go out into the archives 
and do some hands-on research,” Taylor said.

Erin McGregor, MAP’s Research Coordinator, 
agreed that undergraduate students’ involvement 

in research is a positive thing, especially if it 
interests them on a personal level.

“Undergraduates in applied research bring 
a specific skill set to the table—[the writing 
and research] skills you learn during your Arts 
degree. If you have a background different from 
Arts, it’s statistical analysis, quantitative or quali-
tative research ... in this environment it takes 
those skills and pushes them out into the real 
world,” McGregor explained.

She went on to say that the database is accessible 
to an audience ranging from school-curriculum 
developers and researchers to secondary students 
and the Metis public. Familiarity with comput-
ers isn’t a requirement, and the database doesn’t 
exclude individuals of non-Metis ancestry.

“The database as an educational tool for people 
to learn about Metis history is unparalleled,” 
McGregor said. “[It’s for] all age groups.”

“It also raises the profile for the Faculty of 
Native Studies, which is a very small faculty here 
at the U of A, in that important research doesn’t 
have to occur in large faculties—it can occur in 
other grassroots levels as well.”

Reaching various audiences has contributed 
to a successful outcome for the project indicat-
ing to the MAP team that their work is being  
appreciated.

“The feedback so far from [the community] 
has been very encouraging ... . It certainly lets us 
know that we’re on the right track,” McGregor 
said.
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YOU THINK THIS IS SMALL? Thanks to a  grant from the Alberta government, NINT will be able to produce increasingly smaller devices. See page 4 for the story.

New CAUS exec named Metis database launched
Compiling of historical records opens up past for Native culture
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U of A 
secures  
patents
NATALIE CLIMENHAGA
Senior News Editor

A proposed new Patent Policy was 
ratified Tuesday by 62.9 per cent of 
the University of Alberta Association 
of Academic Staff (AAS:UA) member-
ship. However, concerns surrounding 
its implementation remain.

The most significant change under 
the new policy, which still needs to 
be ratified by the University Board 
of Governors, surrounds Clause 2. It 
states that there will be rebuttable pre-
sumption that all inventions, so long 
as they fall within the inventor’s area 
of research and regardless of where 
and for whom they were invented 
are now covered by the University’s 
Patent Policy.

Mechanical Engineering profes-
sor and former AAS:UA executive 
member Lorenz Sigurdson said this 
change has been a point of concern 
for some in his faculty.


