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The  Students’ Union recently released its plan for the Powerplant.

If you were the SU, what would you do with the struggling venue?STREETERS
Nelson Yarmoloy
Engineering III 

“I don’t know; I thought it would be 
kind of cool to try something different, 
like maybe a shisha bar, with hookahs;  
something different. University students 
might be into doing that.”

“Pretty basic: sell booze. It’s pretty 
ridiculous to lose money on a university 
campus selling alcohol.”

“Brewery. Make a brewery out of it—a 
microbrewery. Albertans tend to drink 
the pilsners and lagers, so start with that 
maybe.”

“Hookahs and hookers.”

Dave Crawford
Mechanical 
Engineering Grad 
Studies

Susan Brune
University 
employee

Peter Collum
Robin’s dad

Councillor remuneration is a dying issue.
Cam Lewis

Proxying for Arts Councillor Al-Amyn Sumar
On his opinion of councillor pay during attendance

COUNCIL  
FORUM
by Ryan Heise
Deputy News Editor

Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6pm. Council meetings 
are open to all students. The next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, 21 August.

council wants to help you 
help council
Engineering Councillor Prem Eruvbetine 
gave a presentation on Council outreach 
to open Tuesday’s meeting.

He argued that the SU should strive 
to create a more visible presence around 
campus, and suggested a Council men-
torship program in which interested 
U of A  students would be able to spend 
a day with a councillor to see how their 
role within the Students’ Union works 
and learn how they can contribute.

“Councillors should be very active in 
their faculties. It’s currently very difficult 
to do that, and that’s a big problem,” 
Eruvbetine explained.

He also said the SU should make their 
website more interactive and informa-
tive for students through polls and dis-
cussion boards.

Eruvbetine cited low election turnout  
and consistently empty seats on Council 
for the need to rethink the way the SU 
advertises itself.

“It’s not a problem we can solve in 
one day, one year. It’s a problem that 
needs to be dealt with year after year.” 
 

councillor pay plagues politi-
cians’ perogative
For the second meeting in a row, remu-
neration was a hot topic. However, 
Tuesday’s Council meeting was more 
about adding some clarity to the debate.

Council Chair Amanda Henry was 
sponsored by Board of Governors rep-
resentative Paul Chiswell to clarify how 
remuneration works. She explained that 
Council pay is based on attendance, and 
that Councillors are able to miss two 
meetings per trimester that Council sits. 
If a third meeting is missed, the council-
lor forfeits half of their pay for that tri-
mester. If a fourth meeting is missed, all 
pay is forfeited.

Furthermore, councillors are paid 
more depending on whether they sit on 
or chair any committees. However, pay 
for these positions is self-policed by other 
members.

Later in the meeting, a motion was 
moved to remove Bill 1 (Councillor 
Remuneration) from Bylaw and put it 
back into Students’ Council standing 
orders.

After a short debate over whether 
or not Bill 1 would be passed over by 
Council or not, a second motion was 
passed for the Council Administration 
Committee (CAC) to review remunera-
tion procedures and submit it to Council 
for approval.

question period
President Janz was asked about the 
approval of paying for cellphones for the 
executive. Janz explained that other stu-
dents’ unions subsidize cellphone use for 
their executive, and that they didn’t get 
locked into a long-term contract.

 
space electrons less vague
A University of Alberta team led by  
Dr Jonathan Rae, a research associ-
ate in the Physics Department, has 
recently shed some new light on 
the nature of a type of mysteriously 
dangerous electron found in space. 
These negatively charged particles 
sometimes occupy the area of space 
that closely surrounds Earth, making 
it a dangerous place for satellites and 
even humans.

“These electrons are really hazard-
ous to space travel,” Rae explained. 
“They cause a lot of radiation damage 
to all of the spacecraft that are up there, 
from research spacecraft to the space 
shuttle and the space station, and also 
telecommunication satellites and all 
that sort of stuff.”

In an effort to allow researchers and 
astronauts the ability to avoid danger-
ous situations in the future, Rae’s team 
has revealed the series of events that 
may lead to the creation of these killer 
electrons.

According to their findings, an 
intense solar wind bombards the 
Earth’s magnetosphere and causes it 
to undulate. Then, these ripples in the 
magnetosphere force compressional 
waves towards Earth, which then join 
with magnetic field lines. Finally, the 
magnetic field lines resonate at the 
frequency required to create killer 
electrons.

“The research is basically trying to 
explain how, when, and why these elec-
trons are actually energized to these 
really high energies and cause this sort 
of damage,” Rae said.

The team’s discoveries were made 
possible through observations con-
ducted simultaneously by satellites and 
ground-based systems. Instruments 

on the Earth’s surface and satellites in 
space studied the same area of space 
at the same time, which is a rare occur-
rence in studies of the cosmos.

“To fly a few satellites through the 
huge region of space is very important,” 
Rae stated. “But to actually put [their] 
measurements into context, you can 
do this relatively cheaply with a set of 
instruments on the ground. So, to put 
the picture together, [it is] really, really 
important—otherwise you miss an 
enormous amount of what’s going on.”

by Brendan Cox
News Writer

libraries look to the internet
University of Alberta Libraries is 
heading in a new online direction in 
an attempt to reach students through 
social networking.

Recently, the Library launched a 
Facebook application that will allow 
users to access and search the library 
catalogue, as well as use the Ask Us 
and Get It Citation services.

According to Karen Adams, direc-
tor of library services and information 
resources, this new venture is a new 
way to approach education and infor-
mation sharing.

“I don’t think we understand ... what 
the relationship is between social net-
working and learning. It’s just an oppor-
tunity to test it.”

The Library also launched their own 
social networking system, uSpace, in 
June. The site allows U of A students 
the ability to connect solely with other 
members of the school to share inter-
ests, as well as resources for projects.

“It is pretty much an experiment,” 
explained Adams, in regards to both 
new projects. “We want to go to where 
students are—where we’ll be able to 
connect with them.”

by Ryan Heise
Deputy News Editor
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