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If you have experienced a significant loss or trauma during the last 
two months, you may be eligible to participate in a study of loss, 
trauma, and impactful dreams being conducted by Dr. Don Kuiken 
of the Department of Psychology, University of Alberta.

 If you participate, you will be asked to record your significant 
dreams during the upcoming six months.

 An honorarium will be provided and you will receive a copy of 
your dream diary.

 If you are interested, please contact Joanna Czupryn for more 
information (jczupryn@ualberta.ca; 492-7806).

You can study in

Cortona, Italy
Did you know that the U of A operates a satellite 

campus in Tuscany every Winter?

Program highlights include:
• U of A professors   • classes taught in English

• courses/grades that appear on your official transcript
 

Do you want to know more? Come to our information session on:
Tuesday, Sept. 25 at 4:00 pm - Humanities Centre Lecture Theatre 2

 
Application Deadline: October 19, 2007

 
www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/arts/cortona.cfm

NOTICE TO STUDENTS
Fee Payment Deadline September 28, 2007

AVOID LINE-UPS AND MAKE YOUR PAYMENT ON TIME.

   

Use internet or telephone banking to make a bill payment.
Available at RBC Royal Bank, BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC,
Scotiabank, TD Canada Trust, HSBC, ATB Financial, Canadian
Western Bank, Servus Credit Union, and other Credit Unions

Visa, Mastercard & American Express payments can be 
made on the internet at www.�nancial.ualberta.ca.
Payments can be made by students and non-students.
Receipts will be available for viewing online and will be
emailed to the address provided.

Deposit a cheque in the drop box.
Located on the main �oor of the Administration Building.

Pay with debit, cash, cheque, or money order at the
cashiers wicket.
Located on the third �oor of the Administration Building.

Need information on the amount you owe?
Visit www.�nancial.ualberta.ca and link to Student Tuition 
Payment                    Options & Student Account Balances.  

Remember: 
If you are an undergraduate student and have paid the 
$175 con�rmation deposit, deduct this amount from your 
timetable fee assessment when making your payment.

STUDENT RECEIVABLES  
Financial Services , 3rd Floor Administration Building

Parents opposed to HPV vaccine 
for exactly the wrong reasons
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I generally do my best to step out 
of the conversation when things 
turn to religion. I think what 

one chooses to believe—or not to 
believe—is a private matter that I 
really don’t wish to discuss. Plus, on 
a more selfish note, it quickly gets 
tiring to listen to the long sermons 
from the holier-than-thou types, or 
the equally annoying “I’m too smart 
for superstition” lectures from the 
other side.

Regardless of what I might say after 
a pint or six, I’m not all-knowing on 
all matters. I’d really rather just believe 
what I think is right, and leave others 
to do the same.

That said, there are some times 
where both sides of the debate need 
to take a step back and scale down  
the zealotry. Secular activists who 
foam at the mouth at the hint of 
anything religious is one example. 
And times when common sense and 
logic are tossed out the window in 
the name of religious ideology and  
wishful thinking, such as in the case 
of some Ontario schools, is another.

In a disturbingly close 4–3 vote, 
the Halton Catholic District school 
board decided not to ban public 
health officials from administer-
ing a vaccine for human papilloma-
virus (HPV). The vaccine has been 
shown to be extremely effective in 

protecting against the four strains of 
HPV that cause the vast majority of 
cervical cancer cases in Canada. The 
Ontario government has joined sev-
eral other provinces in adding the 
vaccine to the list of those adminis-
tered to school-aged children, as it’s 
most effective when given to girls 
before they become sexually active.

Some of those who supported the 
ban—school board trustees and par-
ents alike—cited concerns over the 
long-term side effects of the vaccine: 
questions that are not only valid to 
ask, but essential. The Ontario gov-
ernment certainly jumped the gun 
when it came to approving the vac-
cine, as the Canadian Immunization 
Committee has not yet made a rec-
ommendation on its safety. As well, 
new drug trials and accounts are 
beginning to show that serious com-
plications can arise because of the 
vaccine. Others point out that there 
are treatments in development that 
might provide better protection from 
more strains of HPV.

However, many of those that 
were calling for the ban were less 
concerned with the physical con-
sequences, and more with what 
message may be sent by allowing 
the vaccines. Some argue that the 
mere act of allowing the vaccines is  
implicitly condoning promiscuity. 

Such an argument, unfortunately, 
is utter horseshit. An HPV vaccine 
simply isn’t the same as rolling out the 
welcome mat for sexual activity, any 
more than a tetanus vaccine encour-
ages kids to play tag in junkyards or 
seats belts condone street racing. It’s 
simply another health concern that 
can be addressed before it becomes a 
life-changing tragedy.

Sure, as abstinence-education sup-
porters are always repeating, refrain-
ing from sex also protects against 
STDs, but there comes a point 
where one has to face up to real-
ity: Teenagers have sex. It’d be just 
wonderful if they could all be sexu-
ally responsible, but let’s be honest 
with ourselves: adolescence isn’t a 
period that’s known for level-headed,  
reasoned judgement—not to mention 
the fact that all the abstinence educa-
tion in the world can’t protect against 
sexual assault or marrying someone 
already infected with HPV.

Demand more research on pos-
sible side effects. Look at alterna-
tives. Encourage kids to think before  
jumping into bed with someone. 
That’s all dandy. But don’t stick your 
heads in the sand and wish you lived 
in a world where kids don’t have 
sex. Because that’s not education; it’s 
not even spiritual guidance. It’s just 
denial. And it can be deadly.

Canadian dollar’s power-level over 9000
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E arlier this week, the Canadian 
dollar’s market value soared 
to the fantastic height of 98.5 

cents to the almighty American dollar. 
Lifted by a smooth streak in our 
northern oil sector and some trou-
bled times across the border, we’re 
now almost on the same financial 
plane with our continental friends 
to the south—much to the relief of 
eBay.ca users.

There’s some talk of the nega-
tive effects that such a financial shift 
could create with our economies 
being so closely linked. But with this  
newfound financial strength, now is 
the time to branch out from America.

We ship almost two thirds of all our 
goods down south, primarily because 
of how inexpensive it’s been for them 
to buy from us. But now that the US 
has to pay almost one-to-one, they’ll 
start to explore less costly trading 
partners—except for the fact that what 
they primarily need from us is our oil, 
and where else are they going to get it? 
Iraq? They now need us much more 
than we need them, which gives us 
the power to seek out some new trad-
ing partners.

As the loonie grows in strength, 
it becomes an easier task to establish 

new trading routes. One perk of global 
warming is that the Northwest pas-
sage is gradually opening up more and 
more, creating a brand new trading 
route with other nations in the world. 
Outside the US, Canada’s biggest trad-
ing partners are Japan and Britain. 

However, with a more northern 
trade route, Russia and Scandanavia 
become viable future trading partners. 
And with the loonie looking better 
than ever, Canada’s in a great position 
to return the favour and start importing 
new goods.

In fact, America’s spot as our 
ideal trading partner is starting to 
fade. Setting the long, unguarded 
border aside, the Land of the Free 
is in crisis mode, racking up monu-
mental amounts of debt while strug-
gling on social levels as a country 
of divided ideals. Their status as the 
sheriff in town is a holdover from the  

Cold War, and a stereotype that no 
longer stands up. They’re stretching 
their resources too thin, dealing with 
internal problems while trying to 
battle external ones.

But just because we’re right next 
door doesn’t mean we have to fuel 
such an unstable structure. I’m not 
talking about cutting all trade ties, 
but exploring new trading opportuni-
ties seems wiser than watching as the 
American economy collapses in on 
itself, dragging us down with it.

You could argue that NAFTA is more 
than enough reason to stick it out—af-
ter all, we’re getting tariff-free trading 
with only a border to cross. But with 
the US not really holding up to their 
end of the bargain (despite Canada 
winning its case in the NAFTA tribunal, 
the Americans have yet to relinquish 
their duty tax on Canadian softwood 
lumber exports), this doesn’t inspire 
the greatest confidence in our border-
pals—especially with America’s dollar 
dropping like it’s hot. It seems like 
a desperate grab at trying to sustain 
themselves by using Canada—as we 
can’t just cut them off—to help uphold 
their superpower image.

Canada’s way too dependent on trad-
ing with a nation that hasn’t built a 
bridge over its own troubled waters. As 
our dollar rises to equal their own, the 
timing seems perfect to start exploring 
new countries to increase trade with, 
so that if something genuinely cata-
strophic happened south of the border, 
we wouldn’t go down too. Those who 
fear the dollar’s rise have got to learn to 
stop worrying and love the loonie.

But now that the US 
has to pay almost 
one-to-one, they’ll start 
to explore less costly 
trading partners—
except for the fact that 
what they primarily 
need from us is our oil, 
and where else are they 
going to get it? Iraq?

“An HPV vaccine simply isn’t the same as rolling out 
the welcome mat for sexual activity, any more than a 
tetanus vaccine encourages kids to play tag in junk-
yards or seats belts condone street racing. It’s simply 
another health concern that can be addressed before 
it becomes a life-changing tragedy.”

Well, technically it’s at 98.5 cents US, but the fact remains that we’re kicking ass


