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Building a stronger Alberta

 

 

You have an opportunity to make 
a difference right here
As part of Alberta’s efforts to address its 
labour shortage, the Alberta Provincial 
Nomination Program helps employers fast 
track the immigration process for recent 
grads and qualified foreign workers in 
targeted occupations. 

In addition to international students 
graduating from Alberta public universities 
or colleges, the expanded program 
includes:

(long haul truck drivers)

(machine operators, 
assemblers, fabricators, inspectors)

(room attendants, 
food and beverage servers)

(bakers, 
production workers, meat cutters)

For more information, call the

Alberta Foreign Worker 
Hotline at 1 877 427 6419 
or visit www.alberta-canada.com/pnp.

  put your 
        education 
   to work… 
here in Alberta

Lau added that the safety and 
well-being of the patients should be 
researchers’ top priority at this point 
and time.

“I can’t conclude on the motives of 
the companies, but most of the thera-
pies that we have seen so far have been 
fairly pricey,” Lau said.

He explained that based on four 
websites that advertised stem-cell 
treatment of diseases, the average 
cost was $24 000. However, they 
also came across several other sites 
advertising treatment for general 
wellness and for slowing the effects 
of aging.

Even with the high price of stem-
cell therapy, many people are flock-
ing towards the clinics offering the 
service, due to the fact that the cures 
they’re claiming are for people in 

desperate conditions.
“Everybody talks about the prom-

ise of stem cell research and the huge 
potential it may have to revolutionize 
medicine, but there is a great need to 
proceed with caution and to realize that 
scientists are far from getting this ready 
for the market,” Ogbogu cautioned.

“It’s purely speculative to know 
what it may lead to, and it’s at a stage 
[where] it’s not even remotely ready 
for routine administration. It’s not 
ready at all for prime time.”

Lau also advises that people look for 
large, randomized clinical trials to see 
how things are substantiated and to 
make sure that the therapy providers 
are understating risks involved with 
the procedure.

“We need to make sure that the 
accounts of the benefits being offered 
are not too good to be true.”
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More research need to back up stem-cell therapy—Ogbogu
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UNcERtAiNtY iN A tEst tUBE Researchers say overseas clinics advertising stem-cell therapy might not be holy grails.


