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A graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, 
Bryan Kent Anderson served as a teacher 
in Edmonton from 1964–1998, when he 
was elected to his first term as a councillor. 
Anderson has been a part of Edmonton city 
council ever since, and is running for his fourth 
term.

How do you plan on representing students in 
your ward?
Well, I think that if they have issues that are per-
sonal as opposed to group, my office is available 
to be contacted. We've got a 48-hour reply target, 
and we've returned calls, emails, and letters to 
over 10 000 people over the past nine years. I 
think there is a great deal of satisfaction in that 
they have been heard. As far as students generally 
are concerned, I think also expanding the LRT 
and expanding the areas within the city that stu-
dents can reside in; we are working on increas-
ing the availability of secondary suites both in 
suburban and mature areas. We've also instituted 
the U-Pass, which will make getting to and from 
a lot more functional.

I'm quite prepared to negotiate with the City 
administration on behalf of students to strike 
a deal between the University and the City to 
reduce property taxes on student residences. The 
University is planning a major residence at the 
South Campus—as the new LRT station becomes 
functional, this puts pressure on the University, 
City, and Province to complete negotiations that 
will allow the construction of these residences 
immediately adjacent to the station.

What postsecondary issues do you consider 
to be the most pertinent?
I don't think there's any doubt that a place to 
live for students [who] do not have Edmonton 
addresses already is extremely important; 
indeed, I think it is probably the primary issue 
in the city of Edmonton that affects young adults 
of any kind. Once they graduate, the cost of 
starter homes and the amount of money a young 
person—student or not—has to pour down the 
rental toilet is extremely important.

We've got to understand that the City of 
Edmonton does not want to become a real estate 
company and own accommodations. If the city 
is the best delivery point for this service, then 

we need to have the provincial and federal gov-
ernments step up and provide the funding that 
allows Edmonton to deliver affordable housing 
of all kinds—ownership as well as rental.

What can be done to alleviate housing costs 
in Edmonton?
Edmonton has created a special initiative on hous-
ing called Cornerstones. They have committed $5 
000 000 [over] five years to that particular proj-
ect. It's intended to meet two major objectives: 
one, provide an additional 2500 units of long-
term affordable housing in Edmonton over the 
next five years, and two, advocate for increased 
provincial income and service supports to meet 
Edmonton's short-term housing needs. We have 
already undertaken a fixed-rate rent supplement 
pilot project announced in October ’06. A $200 
rent supplement is providing more affordable 
rents for up to 400 lower-income households in 
Edmonton over the next five years.

We are looking at rebating the development 
costs to construction companies and develop-
ers who are prepared to step up and build rental 
units and affordable housing. As of March ’07, 15 
units have received a rebate. That doesn't sound 
like a lot, but you can have anywhere from  
5 to 500 units within one particular project.

The City also made a presentation to the 
Provincial Standing Policy Committee on 
Health and Wellness to seek provincial sup-
port services to address homeless needs. This 
doesn't address students directly; however, 
there are more and more students showing 
up at food banks and a variety of other social 
service sites. Because of our presentation, the 
Alberta Government committed $5 000 000 
over three years for support services pilot proj-
ects in Edmonton. Are these directly going to 
affect students? We can't say at this particu-
lar time, but if it's going to make some of the 
social service issues go away for some of the 
students, then I think it's a benefit.

What can be done to make campus more 
accessible in term of transportation?
There is no doubt in the world that when you 
start bringing 35 000 or 40 000 people, plus staff, 
profs, and maintenance to one site anywhere in 
the city of Edmonton, you've got yourself a major 

transportation issue. The University does hold 
dearly the revenue they derive from a lot of their 
parking sites. However, they're eating up these 
parking sites with the construction of new build-
ings and new research facilities. Construction on 
campus is unprecedented, the research money 
that's been given to the University of Alberta is 
unprecedented, and there is not space.

Witness the fact that the research facilities 
for large animal research have been moved off 
campus—outside of the city. This is going to free 
up space a lot sooner than planned. The devel-
opment plan for South Campus won't change 
too much, but it will advance. Instead of 10–20 
years, we're talking 3–10. If that occurs, you are 
not only going to find a real dearth of parking at 
main campus, but you're going to find restricted 
parking at South Campus.

The City is also starting in ’09 a widening and 
rehab project of Quesnel Bridge. We are widen-
ing the Whitemud from 149th to 122nd Street. 
We're providing curb lanes that will be acces-
sible by Bus Rapid Transit from the west end. 
We are providing free-flow lane access from 
the West End, across Quesnel, up Fox Drive and 
to the LRT station, and then building a flyover 
out of South Campus and back over Belgravia 
Drive to allow buses to easily return to the west 
end. The plans for this have been approved, and 
construction should start hopefully before the 
snow flies. The U-Pass is going to allow stu-
dents to go between the Main Campus, South 
Campus, and the Bay by eventually only swip-
ing a U-Pass card.

There is no doubt in my mind that as parking 
becomes harder and harder, people are going to 
be using cars less and less. One of the City's pri-
ority items is to improve transit service that will 
allow shorter waiting at stops, shorter walking 
distances from wherever people live, more direct 
connections between where people live and LRT 
stations both south and northeast. Also our pri-
ority LRT extension is to service NAIT and Grant 
MacEwan campuses.

Write a haiku on why you are the right candi-
date to represent student interests
Experience yes
Performance I promise you
Call, I will respond
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Mike Nickel is an Edmonton-born U of A grad-
uate, with a degree in political science. After 
failing in runs for mayor in 1998 and 2001, 
Nickel was elected to city council in 2004. He is 
also a businessman for Western MarbleCraft, 
which is owned by the Nickel family.

How do you plan on representing students 
in your ward?
I think, you know, you have to address it issue 
by issue. Ward 5 has about 60 000 households, 
so you've got a pretty diverse group of interests 
and people in it. Students, of course, are one part 
of that group. I think city council or the City of 
Edmonton's number one issue that we've got 
to address for students is housing, particularly 
affordable housing. There are a number of things 
that the City's been working on. [...] We've been 
working on Cornerstones, which unfortunately 
turns into more of a social housing program 
than it is an affordable housing program. That 
stuff is going to be coming up in November.

Of course, you know the LRT is a big thing. 
I'm a big believer of public transit, always have 
been. I'm a strong advocate for LRT because we 
couldn't develop the south-side campus unless 
we got LRT through that. I guess you've got 
to have to put it this way: I [deal] with those 
couple of issues. This is a pretty diverse con-
stituency. There is about a 100 000 people in 
our group.

What postsecondary issues do you consider 
to be the most pertinent?
It's the housing—it's affordable housing. That's 
where the City can help. Postsecondary issues 
are provincial or federal matters. If you want to 

talk about tuition, the cost of books, the sizes of 
your classes, that sort of stuff, the City can't do a 
lot for that. What we can do is try to get you here 
with public transit that's clean and efficient, and 
a LRT system that gets you here in a clean and 
efficient fashion; then it's housing.

We've plunked a lot of money down, as a city, 
on the LRT. We're right now going through a 
revision of our transit system, going through 
the routes. I don't know if you know this, but 
let me give you some numbers. We spend more 
on public transit than we do on police in the city 
of Edmonton, once you function in deprecia-
tion costs. The police, it works out to about $190 
million; public transit works out to about $240 
million. We're not getting value. I know a lot of 
students—not just students, a lot of people com-
plain that transit doesn't work for them. That's 
got to be fixed.

What can be done to alleviate housing costs 
in Edmonton?
I have a different approach to the housing issue 
than a lot of people on city council. I think there 
are probably three things you'll hear over and 
over and over: smaller government, less regula-
tion, lower taxes. I think the market, if we get 
out of their way, can increase the rental supply. 
That's where we're having our problems. If you 
increase the rental supply, then the onus of the 
City [will fall on] public transit to meet that 
rental supply, so we can get you in and out of the 
institution. That's where it's got to start from.

Right now, we're rolling about $169 million dol-
lars between three orders of government—federal, 
provincial, municipal—into [...] affordable hous-
ing, and throwing a lot to the [non-government 

organizations], and they're basically trying to 
help build the builders. That's not going to work, 
simply because the problem is going too fast. They 
just don't have the efficiency that a builder does to 
bring up an apartment block.

What can be done to make campus more 
accessible in terms of transportation?
It has to be LRT. When I first got down there 
three years ago, I knew if we didn't get LRT out 
of the ground here somewhere to the south 
side, we're never going to develop the south-
side campus. We couldn't get people in and out 
of the Edmonton clinic. You can't get enough 
cars in there. Where are they going to park? As 
much as the University would like to rake it in 
on parking—because I know they make a lot of 
money on parking—it's just [that] the numbers 
aren't going to work.

Now the [issue] is to rationalize public tran-
sit a little more, so it actually is functional to get 
you to and from campus. For example, [that] the 
buses don't come late. That doesn't work for the 
guys who are running a manufacturing plan in 
west Edmonton. It doesn't work for students. This 
is a 24-hour city, and it's got to function 24 hours; 
transit needs to function 24 hours. Problems on 
Whyte Avenue—you hear the complaints about 
students on Whyte Avenue, but how do you get 
them out after midnight? Taxis don't want them, 
so where's public transit?

 Write a haiku on why you are the right can-
didate to represent student interests.
Been here before; though
Times may have past, basics are
Housing, transit, LiRT

Stations will be open from 9am–8pm, and all voters must provide valid ID, such 
as an Alberta driver’s license, health care card, or passport. Advance polls will 
also be open from 1–13 October, 2007. 

Voting Day is Monday, 15 October, 2007


