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CALGARY—At the point in their 
season when the Golden Bears football 
team needed to win a close game the 
most, they came through in a big way 
Saturday afternoon in Calgary. Through 
a stifling red zone defence and seven 
forced turnovers, the Golden Bears 
(2–3) defeated the Dinos 17–9.

While the Dinos (1–3) produced 
more than 350 offensive yards, the 
Golden Bears defence stiffened up 
when it counted. Calgary entered the 
Bears’ red zone only three times, two 
of which ended in turnovers—in-
cluding a first quarter Scott Stevenson 
forced fumble, recovered by Rhys 
Coppens on the Alberta five-yard line.

“It was good to win a close one 
like this,” Coppens said. The first-year 
defensive back finished the game with 
six tackles, two interceptions, and two 
fumble recoveries. “We’ve been look-
ing for one like this all year.”

Chris Pardell and Derek Krinke also 
recovered fumbles for the Bears, and 
Simon Pfau added an interception.

Bears head coach Jerry Friesen was 
pleased with his team’s performance in 
the close game. The victory moves them 
into fourth place in Canada West.

“It wasn’t so much the game but the 
way we won it,” Friesen said. “There 

was a lot of adversity—some of it self-
inflicted, some otherwise—and we 
were able to battle through it.”

Friesen also had praise for the offen-
sive line, which had an excellent day, 
allowing running back Tendayi Jozzi 
to rush for 110 yards and providing 
plenty of time in the pocket for quar-
terback Quade Armstrong.

In total, the Bears finished with 
472 yards of total offence, while 
Armstrong completed 21 of 34 passes 
for 267 yards, with two interceptions.

“Going on what the defence and the 
defensive line gives you, closing the 
doors is so important,” Friesen said.

After a first half that contained little 
scoring by either team, the Dinos took 
the lead midway through the third 
quarter. Following an Alberta fumble, 
Calgary marched down the field, with 

Jordan Flagel capping off the drive 
with a seven-yard-touchdown run. 
Alberta quickly answered back, with 
Matthew Jarvis scoring a go-ahead 
touchdown with 1:08 left in the third 
quarter. A 19-yard Hugh O’ Neill field 
goal and a safety gave the Bears the 
eight-point lead they would maintain 
the rest of the day.

Trailing by eight in the last minute of 
the fourth quarter, Calgary’s final drives 
were ended by two Alberta intercep-
tions from Coppens and Pfau.

Calgary running back Anthony 
Woodson had an inconsistent game 
on the ground, going for 104 yards 
rushing, adding to his Canada West-
leading total 611 rushing yards. He 
was, however, also responsible for 
three fumbles, two of which were 
recovered by the Golden Bears.

On an uneven day for special teams, 
O’Neill knocked two of his three field 
goal attempts through, to add to his 
good first-season total. However, 
several long returns were called back 
because of penalties—mistakes not 
lost on Friesen. However, the Alberta 
head coach underscored a theme he 
has been echoing all year: the quick 
maturation of this young Golden 
Bears team.

“There was a lot of good that hap-
pened today,” he said. “ A lot that we 
can build on.”
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OFFENCE BROKEN LIKE FOSSILS The Bears sailed right by the Dinos in Calgary this weekend, on the way to a 17–9 win.

Alberta football defence nearly 
impenetrable against Calgary
Big road win in the Battle of Alberta keeps Golden Bears’ playoff hopes alive

“There was a lot of 
adversity—some of 
it self-inflicted, some 
otherwise—and we 
were able to battle 
through it.”
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