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You have an opportunity to make 
a difference right here
As part of Alberta’s efforts to address its 
labour shortage, the Alberta Provincial 
Nomination Program helps employers fast 
track the immigration process for recent 
grads and qualified foreign workers in 
targeted occupations. 

In addition to international students 
graduating from Alberta public universities 
or colleges, the expanded program 
includes:

(long haul truck drivers)

(machine operators, 
assemblers, fabricators, inspectors)

(room attendants, 
food and beverage servers)

(bakers, 
production workers, meat cutters)

For more information, call the

Alberta Foreign Worker 
Hotline at 1 877 427 6419 
or visit www.alberta-canada.com/pnp.

  put your 
        education 
   to work… 
here in Alberta

Doug Barbour, professor emeri-
tus in the Department of English and 
Film Studies, predicted that the collec-
tion would offer a wealth of research 
material.

“Science fiction especially has 
become an academic subject of some 
importance,” he said.

When Barbour was a professor at 
the University, he taught 400-level 
courses in popular culture on sci-
ence fiction and postmodernism, 
20th-century fantasy, and even 20th-
century vampires. Today, he pointed 
out, PhD dissertations are written 
and academic conferences are held 
on science fiction.

“It’s become quite an important 
field,” he said.

The fanzines included in Cuthbert’s 
collection will, according to Barbour, 

be a “gold mine” for students of the 
cultures of fandom and science fiction. 
Barbour also stressed that social stud-
ies research will reveal the impact of 
this genre on people as a whole.

“You will find that, [when] a huge 
number of the people who went into 
science and then ended up at places 
like NASA or working in scientific 
careers started, their interest was first 
formed by reading science fiction,” 
Barbour explained. “A number of the 
people who ended up in the 60s as 
young men working in the aerospace 
industry were people who all said, 
‘Well, it all started with reading sci-
ence fiction.’ They were all the ones 
who said, ‘We knew we’d get to the 
moon.’ ”

In the 1970s, science fiction fans in 
Winnipeg would gather at Cuthbert’s 
house every weekend to share their 

common interests. One of these mem-
bers, Randy Reichardt, is now a librar-
ian at the University of Alberta, and 
travelled along with Distad nine years 
ago to first express interest in acquir-
ing the collection.

“I gasped a little because I thought I 
knew how to pack a place with books,” 
Distad recalled of his first visit.

Reichardt noted that there have 
been some questions being raised 
about why the collection isn’t staying 
in Winnipeg, but he said he felt that 
had been answered by the fact that nei-
ther the University of Winnipeg nor 
University of Manitoba have the facili-
ties to manage a donation of this size.

However, Reichardt pointed out that 
there’s a “fairly robust science fiction 
community” in Edmonton, adding 
that most people “are really happy that 
it’s going to be kept in one place.”

Huge collection will further legitimize science fiction research
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