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After playing each other seven 
times last year, the last thing the 
Alberta Pandas and Saskatchewan 
Huskies basketball squads wanted 
out of their pre-season was another 
matchup. Both teams will have their 
wish during this weekend’s Pandas 
Hoopfest tournament after it was 
reformatted for this season.

“Certainly, me and Lisa [Thomaidis] 
from Saskatchewan are excited about 
not seeing each other; we play each 
other enough during the year,” 
Pandas head coach Scott Edwards said. 
“Without even trying to play each 
other this weekend, we’ll see them at 
least seven times this year. From the 
Canada West perspective, we just want 
to play other schools; we play each 
other so much.”

Joining Alberta and Saskatchewan 
in the Main Gym this weekend will 
be the Bishop’s Gaiters, Waterloo 
Warriors, Concordia Stingers, and 
Regina Cougars, two more teams than 
attended last year. The new additions 
will allow the three Canada West 
squads to face the three easterners over 
the course of the weekend, instead of 
taking on each other.

Though his conference is generally 
regarded as the toughest in the coun-
try, Edwards is more than happy to 
be facing some unfamiliar foes as his 
squad lines up for their first exhibition 
games against CIS opponents.

“For our first tournament in 
this year, I think we need to have 
some games under our belts before 
we get to our tough Canada West 
[schedule]—not that any of the 
teams we’re playing are slight at all, 

but getting ready for Canada West 
play, we need to ramp up our game. 
For our first games of the year, I like 
our draw,” he said.

Additionally, facing off against 
teams that they haven’t seen play—
and don’t even have tape of—offers 
a chance to concentrate on their own 
preparation, instead of keying on what 
an opponent might do.

“We have to focus on our team 
instead of the other teams because we 
don’t know anything about them,” 
fourth-year forward Kristin Jarock 
explained.

“The neat thing is that we’re not 
pre-programmed into what we’re 
doing,” Edwards added. “When we 
play Saskatchewan, we play Calgary, 
we play Lethbridge, we play a certain 
style because we know how to play 
them and we see them all the time.

“For these other teams, there’s a 
chance to loosen the strings and see 
what else your team is capable of 
doing on the floor and see what other 
kids can do in new environments and 
new roles and see what their growth 
has been since last year.”

While they don’t know much about 
their opponents yet, what they learn 
this weekend could come in handy 

later in the season. At last year’s tour-
nament, Alberta beat the Memorial 
University Sea-Hawks 63–61, a result 
that proved prophetic: when the two 
teams met again in the national semi-
final, the Pandas won again.

“You always want to look forward 
to games that you could get again later 
in the season,” Edwards explained.  
“Having had the opportunity to play 
Memorial [in Hoopfest] last year 
worked really well for us when we 
walked onto their home floor during 
Nationals, when there was 2700 
people all hating us. I think it calmed 
us down going into the game know-
ing we’d already beat them. So hope-
fully we’ll see these guys again down 
the road because it means we all had 
a great season.”

More than anything else, this week-
end’s tournament will give the teams 
a preview of how their squads will 
look when the regular season starts in 
two weeks and an opportunity to try 
to fill the holes poked in rosters during 
the off-season.

“We need to see what we’ve got this 
year,” Edwards said. “We’ve obviously 
lost some leadership in Kara Stevens 
and Michelle Smith, and we need to 
see who can step up and be a leader 
this year. Putting kids into roles where 
they can step up and fill that hole will 
be our goal this weekend.”

For the players, meanwhile, it’ll 
be a chance to get back on the court 
together and get used to each others 
playing in a competitive environ-
ment, rather than just scrimmaging.

“We’ve got to get back to our style,” 
Jarock said. “[We’ll] just get to know 
our offences and defences and get to 
know each other on the court as a 
team.”
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hooPs i DiD it again The Pandas will get some extra pre-season practice as they host teams from all over Canada. 

Friday

Bishop’s vs Regina, 4pm

Concordia vs Saskatchewan, 6pm

Waterloo vs Alberta, 8pm

Saturday

Saskatchewan vs Waterloo, 4pm

Alberta vs Bishop’s, 6pm

Regina vs Concordia, 8pm

Sunday

Bishop’s vs Saskatchewan, 11am

Waterloo vs Regina, 1pm

Concordia vs Alberta, 3pm

hoopfest schedule

Hardcourt Pandas hoop it up

“From the Canada 
West perspective, we 
just want to play other 
schools; we play each 
other so much.”

Scott EdwardS 
Pandas head CoaCh


