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Having trouble paying your tuition?  
Some students are selling themselves 
to science to avoid debt.
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Jerry Seinfeld dishes the buzz to A&E 
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The University of Alberta will be undergoing a 
series of security changes following a two-year-
old review by the province’s auditor general that 
raised several red flags.

In 2005/06, Auditor General Fred Dunn 
commissioned a review of security services on 
campuses around Alberta and found that U of A 
security personnel were in contravention of their 
limits of power. Specifically, Campus Security 
Services (CSS) was found to be improperly using 
holding cells when detaining individuals.

Upon receiving this information, “We 
immediately shut it down,” said Phyllis 
Clark, University Vice-President (Finance and 
Administration).

Clark explained that under the purview of 
security officers at the time, they did have the 
right to detain individuals until Edmonton Police 
Services (EPS) arrived. However, because the 
wait for EPS was often quite lengthy, the Auditor 
General deemed that using the holding areas for 
this purpose shouldn’t be allowed.

“The Auditor General said we didn’t have the 
authority under our security forces to run that 
kind of operation,” Clark explained. “[It was] like 
having a jail cell.”

Another issue that was brought up by the 
assessment was the targeting of specific indi-
viduals that didn’t look like they belonged on 
campus by security. However, Dunn explained 
that this tactic of policing campus is somewhat 
misunderstood.

“It wasn’t like, ‘Oh, here’s someone we’re 

going to go after,’ ” she said. “It was more along 
the lines of, ‘This is somebody we know is going 
to be a threat and has been a threat to our stu-
dents, so we want to use what powers we’ve 
got to detain the person or get the person off 
campus.’ ”

Clark said that since the review, escorting 
individuals off campus has been a much more 
common practice by campus security than 
detaining and pressing charges.

Another major change since the report came out 
has been the Peace Officer Act, which was issued 
in May 2006 but which only came into full affect 
one year later. Clark said that campus security 
officers are now known as peace officers, and a 
rebranding of CSS—from vehicles to uniforms—
has been taking place to show this change. The 
idea, as Clarke explained, is to make the campus 

community aware that CSS isn’t a police service 
but rather one designed to protect individuals on 
campus and their property.

She further explained that the U of A is now 
conducting its own review to evaluate current 
security measures and to get them on par with 
international standards.

“We’re doing a review with an international 
accrediting agency to see if we’re doing things 
the right way—are we obeying our own rules, 
have we got all the policies and procedures in 
place,” she said

Following this review, Clark explained, the 
University hopes to be one of the first Canadian 
universities to meet international security stan-
dards, making the school stand out among others 
in terms of safety.
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The University of Alberta has received 
a less-than-stellar overall grade of C in 
the College Sustainability Report Card 
put out by the Massachusetts-based 
non-profit organization Sustainable 
Endowments Institutes. However,  
U of A representatives stress that the 
success of green initiatives depends 
on the support and involvement of the 
entire campus community.

The report evaluated green initiatives 
of 200 schools across North America 
and found the U of A lagging in cer-
tain areas such as reducing emissions 
and using more renewable energy. But 
at the same time the report was being 
commissioned, the University was 
re-evaluating how it could reduce its 
waste output through recycling.

On 17 October, the University 
of Alberta opened a new Recycling 
Transfer Centre that will help the 
school reduce its waste by 40 per cent, 
or 6300 tonnes. Over the next three 
years, about $100 000 will be spent 
on purchasing new recycling bins to 
be distributed across campus.

“It really is getting the campus 
involved that’s going to make this 
a success,” said George Thomlison, 
Facilities and Operations (F&O) human 

resources and procurement Manager.  
F&O associate director Ray 

Dumouchel explained that two years 
ago, the University hired a consultant 
to do a waste audit in conjunction with 
the U of A Environmental Coordination 
Office of Students (ECOS) group. 
During the audit, thousands of garbage 
bags were physically opened, and the 
amount of trash coming out of each 
area on campus was calculated.

“Recommendations out of that 
report were that we needed to increase 
recycling stations on campus, make 
it prominent so that staff and stu-
dents will see that there’s recycle sta-
tions everywhere,” Dumouchel said. 
However, he added that increasing the 
amount of recyclables needing to be 
transported off campus could lead to 
potential budgetary issues because of 
the increasing cost of fuel and labour.

The solution was found after 
Dumouchel visited a similar recycling 
transfer centre at the University of 
Victoria.

“I went over and said, ‘This is what 
we need at the University,’ ” he said.

Instead of daily vehicles coming to 
campus to pick up recyclables, they 
will first be thrown into an individual 
onsite compacter, and be taken away 
once the compact bin is completely 
full. Based on the waste audit’s results, 
Dumouchel said a 40 per cent waste 
reduction is “an achievable goal.”

“We could have easily said, like 
other companies, ‘We’re going to 
recycle 75 per cent,’ ” he said. “[But] 
nobody reaches those goals, so I said, 
‘I’d rather put a goal that I know is 
very achievable,’ and we’re going to 
try to surpass it.”
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U of A gets low grade on 
environmental survey 
But administration is moving forward with new 
recycling means to cut waste output by 40 per cent 

Please see  recycle    Page 3

“It really is getting the 
campus involved that’s 
going to make this a 
success.”

george thomlison 
FaCilities and OperatiOns

Two-year-old security review still being implemented on campus
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