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TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS

robin Collum
Sports Editor

This early in the volleyball season, 
when teams have only played one or 
two conference series, standings don’t 
usually count for much. Nonetheless, 
the Pandas found Regina’s tied-for-last 
placement indicative of that team’s 
play this weekend: Alberta beat the 
Cougars in three straight sets both 
nights.

While Alberta (4–0) played 
extremely well on both Friday and 
Saturday, racking up big kill totals and 
impressive attack efficiency numbers 
on their way to two wins, the Cougars 
(0–4) were surprisingly deficient on 
the court.

“We know they’re better than that,” 
Alberta head coach Laurie Eisler said. 
“It’s hard to know where that was on 
Regina’s scale, but we know they’re a 
better team than that.”

Alberta’s scoreboard dominance 
was a combination of their own 
strength and Regina’s weakness. The 
Cougars let themselves get trampled, 
losing 25–18, 25–7, and 25–14 the first 
night.

The uneven tallies, especially in 
the second set, came as a surprise to 
the Pandas. Though Regina has yet to 
win a game, they played much tighter 
against a high-ranked Manitoba team 
the previous week.

“You don’t get the results they’re 
getting this year playing like that,” 

Eisler said, adding that the unexpect-
edly lacklustre performance put her 
team on their toes for the next night. 
“For us, that keeps us a little bit acti-
vated because you don’t know when 
it’s going to come and what it’s going 
to look like, but we know it’s going to 
be more competitive.”

The Cougars picked up their game 
for Saturday’s match, but so did the 
Pandas. Alberta took that game in 
three sets as well, but it was a much 
closer 25–18, 25–20, 25–19 victory.

“We expected them to come out 
with more fight tonight, and they 
did. We stepped it up an extra notch, 
though, too. I did expect us to beat 
them in three straight sets, but not 
easily,” Alberta’s Jocelyn Blair said 
after Saturday’s game. The fourth-
year outside hitter led in kills on both 
evenings, with eleven on Friday and 
twelve the next night.

Blair gave credit for her high num-
bers to backup from her teammates.

“I’m really happy with the team’s 
passing and defence; it makes it a lot 
easier for me to have a good offensive 
game.”

Eisler was much happier with both 
teams’ Saturday performance. She 
doesn’t want her team, which raised 
their 2006/07 CIS banner to the raf-
ters on Saturday, to get used to easy 
wins.

“It was nice tonight that we played 
against an opponent who brought 
more and felt sometimes that angst of 
trailing at one point,” she said. “They 
were really playing well in that second 
set, so for us to get a little frustrated 
and be able to deal with it in a positive 
way I thought was good. We knew 
they were capable of way more, and 
I think the team’s almost welcoming 
that challenge.

“It’s like, ‘Bring it, and we’ll see 
what we can do.’ ”

The Pandas are happy with more 
than just the weekend’s score. Eisler 
and her players feel that they’ve made 
important progress toward one of 
their goals: consistent play.

“I think in the pre-season, we saw 
real dips in our performances, and 
it’s kind of like a roller coaster,” Eisler 
said. “The difference between a good 
team and a great team is the abil-
ity to consistently perform at a high 
level, and, no matter what’s going on 
on the other side of the net, to just 
maintain the energy and the quality 
of the play.”
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tHE PEAK oF PErFEctIoN Panda Alexa Berton slammed one home on the way to one of Alberta’s two weekend wins.
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Cascades hit by landslide

The Bears basketball team had to do 
without one of their regular starters this 
weekend, as CG Morrison wasn’t able 
to go with them on the road. The Bears 
are worried that the guard, who has been 
suffering from foot pain for several weeks 
now, might have a stress fracture in his 
right foot. He took the weekend off, and 
will go in for a bone scan this week to 
assess the source of the pain.

Morrison’s teammates managed to 
do just fine without his help this week-
end, though. The Bears (2–0) took on 
the Thompson Rivers WolfPack (0–4) 
and the Fraser Valley Cascades (3–1). On 

Friday night, they beat the WolfPack by a 
remarkable 101–63 score. The next night, 
they won 88–62 at UCFV.

Wolves hit by grass-eating ursines

The basketball Pandas (2–0) took the 
same route as the Bears through BC, and 
also came out with two wins. They beat 
Thompson Rivers (0–4) 92–60 Friday 
night, and went 77–54 over the Cascades 
(3–1) on Saturday.

Katie Barret led scoring for the Pandas 
with 16 points on Friday, and Michelle 
Anderson had 15 points and eight rebounds. 
On Saturday, Emily Bolduc had a very  
efficient game-high 14 points in her only 
13 minutes of play.  

Icing on the cake

The Cougars (2-6-2) were definitely the 
undercats when they faced off against 
the Bears hockey team (7-2-1) this 

weekend on home ice, and it seems as if 
Alberta felt like they should rub it in. They 
shellacked Regina 5–0 on Friday night, 
and polished them the next night, when 
the final score was 4–1. 

Bloomers and knickers

The entire editorial staff (and Steve 
Smith) dressed up for an old-timey photo 
shoot today, but our underpants were 
thoroughly modern. Motto is worried 
that his housemate Kendrick might have 
stolen his boxers though. I’m told that’s 
not the case, but it’s still a gross idea.

I’m wearing nylons I bought at the 
Bookstore, and Natalie’s panties-and-bra 
set matched her pretty little shoes. She 
wore light-pink undergarments because 
she was worried that if she had darker 
ones underneath her white sundress, 
people might be able to see. Apparently 
that happened last time she wore that 
dress.

“It’s hard to know where 
that was on Regina’s 
scale, but we know 
they’re a better team 
than that.”
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Pandas triumph over weak Cougars


