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GATEWAY SPORTS

The University of Plymouth in the UK is the only 
place in the world where you can earn yourself a 
BSc (Honours) in Surfi ng Science and Technology. 
I bet your degree in Italian language and literature 
looks pretty useful all of a sudden, eh?

If you want to get started learning some actually 
useful skills, head up to 3-04 SUB Tuesdays at 
4pm and join a Gateway Sports meeting.

Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Proven Test-Taking Strategies
Personalized Professional Instruction
Comprehensive Study Materials
Simulated Practice Exams
Free Repeat Policy
Personal Tutoring Available
Thousands of Satisfied Students

LSAT MCAT
Preparation Seminars
GMAT GRE

www.oxfordseminars.ca
780-428-8700 / 1-800-269-6719
Oxford Seminars

Teach English
Overseas

www.oxfordseminars.ca
780-428-8700 / 1-800-269-6719

Intensive 60-Hour Program
Classroom Management Techniques
Detailed Lesson Planning
Comprehensive Teaching Materials
Internationally Recognized Certificate
Teacher Placement Service
Money Back Guarantee Included
Thousands of Satisfied Students

BeN MyerS
The Fulcrum (University of Ottawa) 

OTTAWA (CUP)–Ever heard of 
Tommy Denison? Besides those 
familiar with the Queen’s Golden 
Gaels’ recent football history, not 
many have.

Denison was the last CIS quarter-
back to play in a CFL game—in June 
2004. As a two-time Hec Crighton 
award winner as CIS MVP, Denison 
could be considered one of the best 
quarterbacks in the past ten years of 
Canadian university football. Sadly, he 
barely got a chance in the CFL.

Less than a week after playing his 
first game, Denison was cut from the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers roster when 
they added future star quarterback 
Kevin Glenn, a product of Illinois State 
University. Since then, many CIS play-
ers have found success in the CFL—
such as Ottawa Gee-Gees wide receiver 
Adam Nicolson, who completed a suc-
cessful season with the BC Lions in 
2007, and former Western Mustangs 
slotback Andy Fantuz. As a member of 
the Saskatchewan Roughriders, Fantuz 
recently faced Glenn’s Bombers in the 
Grey Cup.

But this year in the CFL, not a single 
starting quarterback hailed from 
Canada’s university system.

Three-time Grey Cup champion 
and McMaster University graduate 
Russ Jackson believes it’s a matter of 
flexibility, understanding, and oppor-
tunity for Canadians to succeed.

“I think kids coming out of college 
today ... don’t have the versatility that I 
was lucky enough to have,” he said. “I 
played defensive back and quarterback 
when I was at McMaster University, 
and therefore I could make a profes-
sional team at another position other 
than quarterback.”

Indeed, Jackson was drafted first 
overall in 1958 by Ottawa as a slot-
back, and got to play quarterback 
only because of a couple “big breaks” 
when Ottawa’s other quarterbacks 
were injured.

“One of them broke his arm; the 
other broke his leg,” Jackson said. “I 
was the only show in town. I got the 

chance [...] and won a few games, and 
all of a sudden, I got noticed. But if 
those injuries hadn’t happened, who 
knows whether Russ Jackson ever 
would have gotten discovered?”

Noting that quarterbacks are 
trained for their positions throughout 
their football careers, Jackson thinks 
that some variety would benefit 
Canadians looking to become profes-
sional players.

“[Quarterbacks today] don’t have 
another skill to offer or another position 
to offer, and I just think that overall [...] 
the kids coming out of American col-
leges at that position are better trained 
and have more knowledge of the posi-
tion than a Canadian [quarterback].”

Doug Falconer, a member of the 
1975 Vanier Cup-champion Ottawa 
Gee-Gees and 1976 Grey Cup-
champion Ottawa Rough Riders, 
thinks that CFL clubs hardly give CIS 
quarterbacks a chance.

According to Falconer, CFL teams 
are more comfortable selecting quar-
terbacks from the US and using their 
Canadian college draft picks on posi-
tions where Canadians have already 

had success.
“Because of the stigma that goes 

with the CFL, and the preference that 
they have towards drafting Canadians 
at specific positions, a quarterback is 
never really given the opportunity,” 
Falconer said.

“The problem is being [drafted]—
[CFL teams] don’t go into the draft 
thinking that they’re going to be look-
ing at quarterbacks ... . Even when 
they draft a quarterback, they ask, 
‘How good is this athlete, and can we 
use him somewhere else?’

“I think [CFL teams] say to them-
selves, ‘If he’s such a great quarter-
back, why didn’t he get a scholarship, 
and why isn’t he playing [NCAA] 
Division I?’ ”

As 2007 football squads take their 
training inside for the winter, the 
thought of a CFL career is likely weigh-
ing on the minds of more than a few 
players. Like Denison, they will have 
to struggle to make a career of their 
university passion.

All things considered, it may come 
down to a couple of breaks and a CFL 
team taking a leap of faith.

CFL light on CIS quarterbacks
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hOT pOTATO CIS quarterbacks have had a tough time getting into CFL lineups.

KiMBerley Bruce
The martlet (University of Victoria)

VICTORIA (CUP)—Bill May could 
have been an Olympian if he hadn’t 
been born a man.

The American synchronized 
swimming champion visited Victoria 
last month to share his experi-
ence and coaching talent with the 
Victoria Pacific Sport Synchro Club at 
Commonwealth Pool.

But what May can’t share is the expe-
rience of competing in the Olympics. 
That’s because the sport he loves and in 
which he excels has been categorized 
as women’s only and will remain a 
women’s only sport in Beijing and for 
the foreseeable future.

Throughout his career, May was 
made the punchline of jokes. He was 
haunted by an episode of Saturday 
Night Live, where Martin Short made 
fun of the idea of a male synchronized 
swimmer. But May just focused on his 
sport, ignoring the opinions of others.

He became the first professional 
male synchronized swimmer to win 
a US Championship in 1998, winning 
with a solo interpretation of Gene 
Kelly’s dance number from “Singing 
in the Rain.”

“There was more finesse in that 

routine for me than just going out and 
pounding the water,” May said. “There 
were subtle nuances to [Kelly’s] dancing 
that we tried to bring into the water.” 

The win thrust him into a contro-
versy over how the young sport of syn-
chronized swimming should develop. 
Some competitors complain that men 
have an unfair advantage competing 
against women because men have more 
upper body strength, allowing them to 
do higher lifts and propel themselves 
further out of the water.

 For him, it’s a matter of the sport’s 
potential to grow and become more 
artistic with a mix of male and female 
competitors. May worked with duet 
partner Kristina Lum, with whom he 
had hoped to go to the Olympics  to 
explore the boundaries of the sport. 

“I think I bring an added sense of 
power to the sport, and when I’m 
swimming with my duet partner, 
there’s sensuality to the sport that you 
can’t have between two women.”

May continued to train, compete, 
and win until he was barred from 
competing in the 2004 Olympics. But 
instead of giving up, he joined the US 
team as a coach.

Since then, May has focused on pass-
ing on his knowledge and experience. 
He has helped train up-and-coming 

male synchronized swimmers with 
the Santa Clara Aquamaids, the group 
where he started his own career.

In addition, May now performs 
with O, a Cirque du Soleil water 
show in Las Vegas. He says he wears 
more makeup now than he ever did 
in competition.

Despite the hurdles, May is still pas-
sionate about the sport he’s excelled at 
since he was a ten-year-old practicing 
with his sister at the local pool. He 
maintains that he stayed in synchro-
nized swimming because it was fun, 
not to become a pioneer. Still, May 
is proud to have helped break down 
barriers for other men who want to 
participate.

 “I feel like I’ve done things that they 
can look forward to so that they know 
there are competitions that they can go 
to, and someone is fighting for them 
and will stand behind them wherever 
they want to go,” he said. “Hopefully 
they’ll continue to fight, and more men 
will be inspired to join the sport.”

In Victoria, May was happily sur-
prised to find a ten-year-old boy regis-
tered in one of his workshops.

“I think it’s great seeing young guys 
in the sport,” he said. “The more men 
who get into the sport will push to get 
doors opened up.”

No Olympic glory for male synchro-er


