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The Pandas basketball team heads into every game 
hoping for a win, but as they look forward to this  
Friday’s match, their thirst for victory is especially 
fierce. The Simon Fraser Clan will be here this 
weekend in a rematch of last year’s national final, 
which SFU won 73–69 in a nail-biter.

The Pandas (11–3) are eagerly anticipating the 
chance to tip off against the Clan (15–1) again, 
and this time they’re out for revenge.

“I don’t know how much more you can be 
excited for a game than against the team that you 
lost to in the national final,” Alberta head coach 
Scott Edwards said.

“All of us really, really want to get back at them 
for taking the gold medal away from us,” fourth-
year guard Katie Barrett agreed.

Though the two teams boast nearly even 
records on paper, the Clan will come into the 
Alberta gym as the definite favourite. The Pandas 
are ranked fifth in the country, while SFU sits at 
number one. The U of A players don’t consider it 
a disadvantage, however.

“We’re coming as the underdogs. It’s really 
good for us because there’s really no expectations 
for us,” Barrett said. “Everyone’s expecting them 
to win, but we know that we have the potential 
to take that win from them.”

Barrett thinks that this year’s U of A team has a 
few advantages that last year’s didn’t.

“I think we’re definitely more athletic this year 
compared to when we played them last year, and 
I think we’ll have a better time playing defence 
on them and controlling their penetration,” she 
said. 

Up against the highest-scoring offence in 
Canada West—the Clan average 82.2 points per 
game compared to the Pandas’ 76.3—Alberta will 
have to concentrate on staying strong on their end 
of the court. According to Edwards, the Pandas 
stand a good chance against the Clan, but only if 
they can keep their biggest scorers in check.

“It’s going to take a complete team effort 
defensively to stop this team,” Edwards said. “As 
long we compete hard against them, I like our 
chances of winning that game.”

But aside from the emotional ramifications of 
the game for the Pandas and the boost of confi-
dence it would give Alberta if they won, Edwards 

isn’t taking Friday’s match any more seriously 
than he would any other conference game.

“It’s just one more win closer to our goal, which 
is winning our division,” he said. “Ultimately, 
it’s just one more game in conference play, and 
it’s not really that big a deal, but it is in terms 
of confidence-building before playoffs and to see 

where we stand.
“If we win it, great; if we don’t, then we at 

least know what we need to work on as we get 
ready for playoffs.”

After facing the Clan, the Pandas will take on 
Trinity Western (8–8) on Saturday night. Both 
games will be at 6pm in the Main Gym.
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Though his team is second in its divi-
sion and in the top five in the confer-
ence, Bears basketball head coach Don 
Horwood is less than pleased with the 
results so far this season. He thinks his 
athletes can play better and more reli-
ably than they have so far.

“Overall, the year’s gone very well; 
we’ve played some very good games 
and played some very good teams and 
done well against them,” he said. “But 
we just haven’t been consistent. Right 
now, that’s what we’re struggling to 
find—how to put together two or 
three or four or five games in a row 
playing well.”

This weekend the Bears (9–5) take on 
Simon Fraser (9–7) and Trinity Western 
(6–10) at home, and Horwood sees it 
as a good chance for Alberta to try to 
get some momentum going, especially 
after last weekend’s disappointing loss 
to Manitoba, who are third-last in 
Canada West.

“They’re key games for us,” he said. 
“As much as anything, they’re impor-
tant for us psychologically, for us to 
come out and establish ourselves again 
as a very good team.

“Simon Fraser—they’re not that 
deep, but they’re good enough to beat 

you if you don’t play well, the same as 
Trinity.”

While Horwood believes strongly 
in his team’s abilities, he’s candid 
about what he sees as their shortcom-
ings. According to the coach, most 
of the team’s problems are in their 
mental game.

“Our inconsistency is based, for the 
most part, on rather poor decision-
making,” he said. “And I don’t think 
we have enough of a commitment to 
defence to push us over the hump. It’s 
almost like it’s difficult for some of our 
key guys to mentally be ready to play 
two games in a row.”

Though Alberta is the second-high-
est scoring team in Canada West after 
Calgary—they put up an average of 
87.8 points per game—their defence 
hasn’t been as strong.

“We’re very close to being in 
the top two or three teams in the  

country, but that incomplete commit-
ment to defence is enough to drop us 
down another tier,” Horwood said. 

Some of the Bears’ problems are just 
pure bad luck. Third-year guard CG 
Morrison hurt his foot at the begin-
ning of the season and missed the first 
half, and it’s taking some time for him 
and the team to get back in the rhythm 
of playing together.

Several other Alberta athletes have 
been bothered by injuries as well, 
causing more complications: Scott 
Leigh hurt his knee over the holiday 
break, while Eric Casey has been side-
lined by a foot injury as well.

It’s not all tales of woe for the Bears, 
however. A number of players have 
been shining this season, including 
fifth-years like guard Alex Steele and 
centre Richard Bates, who’s having the 
best season of his career. According to 
Horwood, success will just be a matter 
of getting everyone playing at his peak 
at the same time.

“All that being said, we’re still in 
good position,” he said. “There’s still 
a lot of optimism, and certainly I have 
a tremendous amount of faith that 
this team’s going to come through 
before it’s over.”

The Bears will play SFU at 8pm 
Friday night in the Main Gym, and 
TWU at the same time Saturday.

Silver Pandas out for revenge against Clan

Hoops Bears focus on defence
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tRYiNG to GEt AhEAD Fifth-year Carly McLennan was on the Pandas team that made it to nationals last year, and she’ll be wanting a win on Friday.

Alberta women’s basketball team hopes to prove it’s a contender again in rematch of last year’s tight national final against SFU
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REACh foR thE toP Harvey Bradford, above, and the rest of the Bears are the  
second-highest scoring team in Canada West, but their defence still has holes.

“Our inconsistency is 
based, for the most 
part, on rather poor 
decision-making.”

Don horwooD 
Bears Head CoaCH

Uneven men’s basketball team will need to protect their net against BC rivals
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