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Ups and downs

Bears basketball head coach Don 
Horwood has been preaching consis-
tency all season, but that’s the opposite 
of what he saw from his team against the 
U of S (10–8) this weekend. The Bears 
(12–6) played very well on Friday night 
and beat the Huskies (featuring Canada 
West’s second-place scorer, Andrew 
Spagrud) 79–75. They turned around 
the next night, however, and lost by an 
embarassing 74–52.

Had the Bears won both games, they 
would have secured second spot in 
the division—and ensured home gym 
advantage at division playoffs—but 
Saskatchewan’s victory on Saturday 
means the Huskies still have a small hope 
of overtaking the Bears.

Pandas make roadkill

Things were sunnier on the Pandas 
basketball side of the street. Also in 

Saskatchewan this weekend, the Alberta 
women (14–4) swept the Huskies 
(8–10) and kept firm hold of their posi-
tion at the top of the division. On Friday 
night, the Pandas beat the U of S 74–67, 
while on Saturday the score was 80–65 
in Alberta’s favour. On Friday Carly 
McLennan led the Pandas with 16 points, 
while Kristin Jarock put up 19.

It’s crowded at the top

It was a tough weekend for the men’s 
volleyball team (12–2), who were on 
the road playing the UBC Thunderbirds 
(12–4). The T-Birds beat the Bears 3–1 
Friday night, but Alberta won 3–2 the 
next night. 

The weekend left the Canada West 
leaderboard as packed as ever; Winnipeg, 
Alberta, and UBC all have 24 points each, 
with only sets won/lost putting them in 
first, second, and third place respec-
tively. Thompson Rivers sits alone at 16 
points, and Calgary, Trinity Western, and 
Manitoba each have 14.

Let’s all move to Mexico

I’m wearing a full set of long underwear 
under my clothes, because our office is 
stupidly cold.

ravi amarnath
The Gazette (Western Ontario)

LONDON, ON (CUP)—In a state-
ment issued last Thursday, CIS officials 
announced that University of Western 
Ontario receiver Matt Baxter has been 
suspended for two years for violating 
the organization’s doping regulations.

Baxter, who was completing his 
third year of CIS eligibility with the 
Mustangs, tested positive for letrozole 
metabolite, an organic compound 
used to break down letrozole, a non-
steroidal drug that has been shown 
to raise testosterone levels. The test 
took place on 30 August in an unan-
nounced, out-of-competition test 
conducted by the Canadian Centre for 
Ethics in Sport.

The CCES conducts random drug 
tests on CIS athletes on an annual 
basis. The number of athletes tested 
each year is contingent on the organi-
zation’s budget.

“Using any substance on the 
banned list, whether it is perceived 
to be performance-enhancing or 

not, is a big gamble and quite often 
it is a health risk,” CIS chief executive 
officer Marg McGregor said. “Out 
of respect for the game and consid-
eration of fair play, athletes should 
avoid all banned substances to avoid 
getting sidelined.”

In concordance with CIS regula-
tions, Western’s football team will 
not be sanctioned. McGregor said 
this rule was instated a few years ago 
to ensure athletes in the process of 
being tested were not penalized by 
their respective teams.

In response to the incident, Western 
sports and recreation director Chuck 
Mathies issued a public statement.

“Western is disappointed by this 
incident involving a member of our 
football team. While we are surprised 
by the findings on this senior student, 
we support the CIS doping control 
process,” he said.

Mathies also addressed the measures 
Western currently has in place to deal 
with doping issues.

“Western provides an educational 
session on anti-doping for all its CIS 

student-athletes in their first year, 
along with reminders and access to the 
CIS online program to keep students 
informed of the applicable regulations 
throughout their career.”

Michael Kerr, a chemistry professor 
at Western, explained the physiologi-
cal effects of letrozole on the body.

“Letrozole will reduce estrogen 
levels significantly while raising tes-
tosterone levels,” he said.

According to Kerr, the test that the 
CCES conducts detects the byproduct 
of breaking down the drug rather than 
the drug itself. In the case of letrozole, 
metabolites are used to modify the 
molecule so that it is easy to excrete.

Kerr added that it isn’t uncommon 
for athletes take letrozole during an 
off-cycle of steroid use or to reduce 
bloating, which is a side effect of 
taking steroids. The suspension Baxter 
received, however, didn’t indicate any 
presence of steroids in his system.

If Baxter chooses to appeal the deci-
sion, the team must do so directly to  
the CCES. Thus far, no confirmation of 
an appeal has been made.

Mustang suspended for doping


