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Coastal courtship

Every game counts at this time of the 
year, and the Bears basketball team needs 
to make the most of its next two match-
ups. The Bears (12–6) are on the road this 
weekend, visiting the UBC Thunderbirds 
(15–4) and the UVic Vikes (13–6). It’s 
Alberta’s last really tough weekend before 
division playoffs, and they’ll want two wins 
to boost their confidence and keep them 
in a favourable playoff position.

The Bears are having a successful 
season, but they’ll have their work cut 
out for them on the coast. The T-Birds 
and Vikes are first and second in the 
Pacific division, respectively, and UBC 
hold the fifth spot on the CIS rankings 
as well. 

UVic allows the fewest points in 
Canada West, and UBC has the third-
highest win-loss percentage. The 
T-Birds also have the lowest opponents 
field-goal percentage in the conference, 
which should make for an interesting 
contest because Alberta has the best 
field-goal percentage.

Fierce competition

Looking at the CIS women’s basketball 
rankings, you can see what players and 
coaches in Canada West already know: 
this is the toughest conference in the 
country. Six of the top ten teams on the 
list, which is based on a coaches’ poll, are 
from Canada West, and the Pandas—
ranked fourth—are playing two of them 
this weekend.

Alberta heads out to the coast to tip 
off against UBC—second in the Pacific 
division and ranked third nationally—
and then Victoria, who, though ninth 
on the CIS list, are third in the Pacific 
division.

UBC has the best scoring defence in 
Canada West, and third-year T-Bird for-
ward Leanne Evans leads the conference 
in rebounding. The Vikes, on the other 
hand, are armed with Ryan McKay, the 
conference’s leading scorer. She aver-
ages 19.1 points per game 

No rest for the injury-riddled

This weekend will be the men’s hockey 
team’s first full series since losing captain 
Harlan Anderson to a knee injury this 
past Saturday, and they’re going to have 
to go the distance without him—literally. 

It’s a big weekend for the Bears (18-3-2), 
as they travel to Saskatoon to take on 
their long-time conference rivals, the 
Huskies (16-3-5). 

The dreaded Huskies are having nearly 
as good of a season as the Bears. Alberta 
is the best team in Canada West, but the 
Huskies are in second place, and both 
teams are high in the CIS rankings—sec-
ond and fourth, respectively. It’s not just 
bragging rights on the line, either. Alberta 
and Saskatchewan are only two points 
apart, so the outcome of this series 
could have a big impact on the confer-
ence standings, and who gets home ice 
advantage in the playoffs.

Easy pickings

The Pandas hockey team, on the other 
hand, will be carrying far fewer stresses 
with them when they hit Vancouver this 
weekend. Not only do they only have to 
prepare for two games, but those games 
are against UBC (6-14-2), a team the 
Pandas (17-2-1) have beaten soundly 
three times already this season: 9–5 and 
5–1 to start their season off, and then 3–2 
in November. 

But complacency will get the Pandas 
nowhere because the T-Birds also pulled 
out a huge upset over them in November, 
winning 4–3 in a shootout at Clare Drake. 
It’s also very important that the Pandas 
notch two wins in BC because the 
Manitoba Bisons (15-3-2) are nipping at 
their heels in the standings.

Luckily, the Pandas roster is pretty 
stacked. Alberta skaters hold the top 
spot—or spots—in all of the major statis-
tical categories, from points to assists to 
hat tricks.

Read labels, keep reciepts

Natalie’s wearing a brand new pair of 
Helly Hanson long johns because her 
dad bought them for her by accident. 
Apparently, he was trying to get her a 
shirt for when she runs outdoors, but 
misread the packaging and ended up 
with long underwear instead. 

I’m wearing red panties today for luck. 
I’m told that when your animal’s year 
comes around on the Chinese calen-
dar, it’s actually unlucky, but wearing 
red counters that. I’ll have to stock my 
drawers for 2009.
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GiVe anD take CG Morrison and the rest of the Bears are in a tight race for 
playoff positioning. They’ll try to keep the second spot by beating UBC and UVic.

sam brooks

missinG the aCtion The Bears are on the road this weekend taking on the second-place Saskatchewan Huskies.


