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Open to all faculties 
 

Fifteen $1500 travel awards 
 

available
Complete *9 U of A Arts 

 
credits towards your degree

Study at the University of 
 

Ghana
Two week-long residence in 

 
a traditional village

       Ghana
  Info Session
February 13, 2008 - 4:00pm Education Abroad Office (8920 HUB)

Summer Study Abroad in Ghana
March 17, 2008 application deadline 
Must meet Advisor by March 3 to obtain application 

       Ghana
An experience of a lifetime!

An experience of a lifetime!

$11.00

Please mail, fax or email your resume to:
10147 – 104 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5J 0Z9

Fax: 780-485-5085
Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca

Phone: 780-485-6558

TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS

Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Proven Test-Taking Strategies
Personalized Professional Instruction
Comprehensive Study Materials
Simulated Practice Exams
Free Repeat Policy
Personal Tutoring Available
Thousands of Satisfied Students

LSAT MCAT
Preparation Seminars
GMAT GRE

www.oxfordseminars.ca
780-428-8700 / 1-800-269-6719
Oxford Seminars

Brian 
GOuld

F rom a block away, it looked like 
a fender-bender. Emergency 
crews were on the scene and 

both lanes were blocked, but in only a 
few minutes, traffic was moving again. 
The first car was completely undam-
aged, and it was only by passing the 
second vehicle—a pickup truck—that 
the reason for the jam finally became 
clear.

The car was stopped immediately 
before a crosswalk. The truck, on 
the other hand, was nearly a block 
further along, parked immediately 
before a motionless body. Not only 
was the crosswalk marked, it also 
had its own full set of traffic signals. 
The distance travelled by the truck 
means that it was, in all likelihood,  
speeding.

Had I been more involved in the 
scene—been waiting to cross, say—
and less in control of my emotions, 
I could have ended up charged with 
assault. If countless past examples are 
any indication, that’s more than the 
driver would receive legally, and that’s 
just not right.

I can hardly write this—it’s been a 
couple days now, and I’m still shak-
ing with anger. I don’t know for sure 
whether it was fatal, but judging by 
the fact that the EMTs on the scene 
had already started CPR, it didn’t look 
good.

There’s a certain formula to these 
stories that’s by no means unique to 
Edmonton: a pedestrian is struck by 

a careless driver who is subsequently 
charged with a mild traffic infrac-
tion, and then the media runs some 
stories on pedestrian safety. After all, 
it was just an accident, wasn’t it? But 
change to just about any other situa-
tion with someone being that care-
less, and there would be much more 
significant charges laid.

When someone “accidentally” gets 
shot, the message to the public isn’t 
to be more careful when people are 
waving guns around—it’s to stop 
waving the guns around in the first 
place. And yet, in 2007, more people 
were killed crossing the street than 
were shot to death in Edmonton.

Perhaps it’s the wording. After 
all, call it a pedestrian fatality and it 
implies that it happened of its own 
accord. When you kill someone on 
purpose with a gun, it’s homicide, but 
even if it’s an accident, it’s still invol-
untary manslaughter. It’s time to rec-
ognize this for what it is—vehicular 
manslaughter—and start handing out 
jail terms accordingly.

On the proactive side, we need 
to slow traffic down. At 30km per 
hour, a pedestrian has a 95 per cent 
chance of survival. Increase the speed 
to 60km per hour, and suddenly the 
pedestrian has less than a one-in-six 
shot. Crosswalk safety measures or 
not, speed still kills.

As someone who’s always either 
walking or biking, I’m tired of being 
told that being run down would be 

my fault, even though I walk with 
the light, ride like a vehicle, and am 
always ready to jump out of the way. 
This summer, the City posted obnox-
ious signs on Whyte Avenue, such 
as the infuriatingly patronizing “she 
doesn’t see you.” Bad enough that 
these were directed mainly at pedes-
trians, but they placed them right 
at major intersections. Distracting 
people with over-sized yellow signs 
as they step off the curb is hardly  
productive.

The City claimed that this project 
was a success—not based on reduc-
tion in collisions, mind, but rather on 
how many people noticed the signs 
and remembered the message when 
surveyed. That’s not a measure of 
safety improvement—that’s a mea-
sure of garish graphic design. Maybe 
the message sank in, but likely the 
public ignored it like six-year-olds 
would being bombarded with the 
same message by their parents.

Either way, the message is that the 
streets aren’t safe. Instead of concen-
trating on actually fixing the prob-
lem, we’re just accepting it as a fact of 
life and moving on. It’s become too 
easy for drivers to rationalize fatali-
ties as accidents. Maybe the solution 
is harsher penalties. But even if it 
involves fewer cars moving slower 
instead of showing drivers safety 
messages, we should be showing 
them scenes like this—because what 
I saw was not an accident to me.

Hitting a pedestrian is no accident, 
so the law shouldn’t treat it as such

This sack beating goes out to the 
Edmonton Transit System, who, just 
when you though that riding the LRT 
couldn’t get any more grating, managed 
to outdo themselves. 

There are many frustrating aspects of 
the LRT-riding experience in Edmonton, 
such as the illogical honour system 
for ticketing, the dearth of a continual 
security presence, and the fact that the 

entire system ceases to function after 
1am. Therefore, it must have seemed 
like a fantastic idea to start playing audi-
tory broadcasts throughout the trip, at 
just the appropriate level to disrupt any 
conversation or thought process that 
was occurring at the time. 

The worst part is that it’s transit infor-
mation that no one could possibly give a 
damn about. It’s not like anyone riding is 
going to enthusiastically write down the 
number to call if you want to drive the 
train, and making vague threats about 
not bringing your bike on in the morn-
ing only works when you actually have 
some way to enforce it. 

So in to the sack with you, ETS, for 
ensuring that between the time people 
get into the train station and have a 
Metro shoved at them and the time 
they reach their destination and have a 
Metro shoved at them again, there will 
never be a frightening period when their 
sensory experience doesn’t involve an  
advertisement of some kind.

JOnn Kmech
 

The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular 
feature where a person or group who 
needs to be put in a sack and beaten is 
ridiculed in print.

the burlap sack

“When someone ‘accidentally’ gets shot, the message 
to the public isn’t to be more careful when people 
are waving guns around—it’s to stop waving the 
guns around in the first place. And yet, in 2007, more 
people were killed crossing the street than were shot 
to death in Edmonton.”


